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Important Dates

Monday 34 November: Children return
Tuesday 4th November: Parents Evening
for Ladybird Class, Bumblebee Class,
Butterfly Class

Wednesday 5t November: Parents
Evening (not for Ladybird, Bumblebee,
Butterfly, valley and Beetle)

Thursday 6t November: Parents evening
for Beetle Class

w/c 10t November — Nursery Rhyme
Week

Monday 10t November: SaLT coffee
Morning for Reception parents — Play and
People Games

Tuesday 11th November: Day of
Remembrance

Tuesday 11t November: Whole School
Photos

Wednesday 12th November: Whole School
Photos

Wednesday 12th November: Parents
evening for Valley Class

Friday 14 November: Children in Need -
mufti

w/c 17t November: Road Safety Week
Friday 215t November: Coffee Morning
Home Learning

Monday 24t November: SaLT coffee
Morning for Reception parents — Play and
People Games

Tuesday 25 November: Winter Craft
(KS1)

Wednesday 26t November: Winter Craft
(KS2)

Wednesday 26" November: M&M
Productions

Friday 28t November: School Closed
Teacher INSET

Monday 8t December: SalLT coffee
morning — Zones of Regulation
Wednesday 10t December: Christmas
Shows (KS1 am, KS2 pm)

Thursday 11th December: Christmas
Shows (KS2 am, KS1 pm)

Tuesday 16t December: Father Christmas
Visit

Wednesday 17t December: Christmas
Lunch

Friday 19t December: Last Day of Term —
finish at 1:30

Monday 5t January: Children return

School News

Dear all,

What a fantastic start to the year it has been. The children have all settled
well back into school and our new children are thriving. It’s hard to believe we
have completed our first half term already of 2025/2026 already. We
welcome all of our pupils and staff.

School Council: | had the pleasure of meeting up with our school council
members earlier in the week to discuss some ideas that they have for our
field area. They want to make this an exciting place to go and visit. They have
also come up with some plans to do some litter picking around our local area
after half term to make our local community look smart.

LPPA: We are delighted to say that we have achieved the LPPA (Leading Parent
Partnership Award) having undertaken our final verification yesterday. The LPPA has
run hand in hand with key areas of our school improvement over the last couple of
years

We have worked on:

e Making the school a friendlier, welcoming space

e Streamlining out communication and processes

e  Gathering relevant and timely feedback from parents and carers
e How best to support learning for you and your children

e Supporting individual needs for families and children

I would like to say a huge thank you to every parent who has supported us with this
journey. If you have attended any event or meeting in school, given feedback, or
joined us as part of the working party and met with the advisor then you have
supported this process.

We are now looking forward to continuing to respond to ongoing feedback, and
continuing to make improvements for everyone involved in the St. Nicholas Family.

OUR SCHOOL HAS ACHIEVED THE

Developing positive relationships with parents
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We are so proud of our new Reception starters who have only been at school for a month and have already settled into
the routine of the school day. We have 4 Reception Classes this year.

Bumblebee Class: Bumblebee Class have settled in to Big School and have become familiar with the routines and
transitions that are part of each day. We have enjoyed the stories of ‘The Colour Monster’ and ‘The Rainbow Fish’ which
are both linked to feelings and our topic of ‘Me, Myself and I’. We have loved the Art activities linked to our topics and
have also produced matching work and number work as well as Colourful semantics linked to our stories. We have
celebrated Black History Month and were lucky to explore and try on a Kente dress and Ankara print shirt lent by one of
class members. Bumblebee Class have done so well this term and we are all so proud of them all.

Dragonfly Class: Our Dragonfly class children have begun to settle well into our class routines and activities. They have
enjoyed taking part in exploring the different specialist sensory rooms. In particular, the bubble, sensory and soft
playrooms. Furthermore, it has been great to see how well they have begun to work alongside one another and
collaboratively during activities. This half-term our topic has been ‘Me, Myself and I’. We have had a great time listening
to stories such as ‘What Makes Me, Me’ and the ‘Colour Monster’. We mixed colours to paint our own self-portraits and,
used mark-making to write our names. We have also enjoyed learning about Maths through different activities linked to
number rhymes. We have enjoyed looking at different signs of autumn during our outdoor play and whilst visiting the
trim-trail. Towards the end of the term, we focused on learning on Black History and completed some activities based on
current black heroes e.g. artists, statesmen, authors, sports stars and an astronaut.

Ladybird Class: Ladybird class have all had a great start to their journey at St Nicholas school. They have settled well into
new routines with new staff and new friends. We have been focused on our topic ‘Me, Myself and I’ while we get to
know the children. The children have particularly liked our outdoor learning sessions where we have been looking at
Autumn and all that it brings. We have collected leaves, conkers, dried flowers and herbs from out outdoor learning area
to show what we can find. They have also enjoyed exploring the specialist rooms in school and exploring them for the
first time and over the term. We have used the soft play room, the immersive sensory room, the music room and the
library on numerous occasions. The children have enjoyed our books this term including ‘From head to toe’ and the
‘Colour Monster’.

Spider Class: Spider class have settled well into their first half term at St. Nicholas School. They are becoming familiar

with routines, places around school and class staff. They have made good relationships with class staff and interacting

well with us. We all have enjoyed getting to know each other. The children have enjoyed our topic ‘Me, Myself and I’ and

have engaged in different activities such as making self-portraits, drawing faces and learning our likes and dislikes. The

children have also enjoyed our story ‘From Head to Toe’, explored different tactile materials and sensory activities. They
particularly enjoyed our sensory autumn activities. We are very proud of Spider class and how well they have settled this

half term and the lovely start they have had to the school year. We look forward to more lovely activities as the year o
continues!

From Head to Toe
by Eric Carle
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Our Explore Pathway learn through play or engage in practical experiences in their learning to generalise and
transfer skills. Children also work on their social and communication skills through these experiences.

Giraffe Class: Giraffe Class have had a brilliant start to the school year! We've loved exploring the season of
Autumn during our outdoor learning lessons. The children have been on a treasure hunt for natural items,
created leaf men and produced beautiful artwork using materials found in nature. In English, we have enjoyed
reading Super Duper You, Owl Babies, and Funny Bones. We have been sequencing the stories and retelling
them through role play. A highlight of the term was our fantastic trip to Deen City Farm. We had a great time
meeting all the animals and feeding the goats was a particular favourite. We also had fun playing in the
playground with our friends — and some of us even climbed a tree! In Maths, we’ve been practising our shape
recognition and exploring patterns. The children have been identifying 2D and 3D shapes in the environment
and using them in creative ways during our activities. This half term, the children have really enjoyed sharing
photos of themselves as babies and pictures of the important people in their families. It has been heartwarming
to see their excitement when their pictures appear on the board and it has sparked some wonderful
communication between the children, with some asking, ‘who is this? What is their name?’. This October, we
celebrated Black History Month by learning about inspirational people who have made a difference in the lives
of others. We explored the vibrant artwork of Lubaina Himid and we created our own artwork in her style.
Giraffe class have enjoyed learning more about their friends and families. We are proud of how well the
children have settled in and embraced all the new learning opportunities this term.

Zebra Class: This half term, our topic was “Me, Myself and 1”7, where we focused on getting to know ourselves,
our bodies, and the world around us. Our two core books this term were “Owl Babies” and “Funny Bones”. The
children loved naming the different characters and the settings of the stories through sensory play — using
different textures, sounds and props to help bring the stories to life. As part of our learning around Owl Babies,
the children made bird feeders during outdoor learning. In Maths, we’ve been busy counting to match amounts
to the correct numerals, practicing how to form numbers to 10 through play and during our daily routines and
in Geometry, we’ve been learning to sequence the days of the week in order, learning about capacity by filling
and emptying containers. The children learned to describe what they saw using words like “full,” and “empty,”
and were challenged to find “half”. In Science, we focused on how humans grow and change. We also explored
different fruits and vegetables, tasting them and learning new describing words such as “sour”, “bitter”, “juicy”,
“sweet”, and “crunchy”. This was a fun and engaging way to expand their vocabulary and use their senses.
Our Geography work focused on learning more about our local area — Croydon. We talked about common
places we see in Croydon, and the children then created their own simple maps using symbols and imprints to

represent those features.




know each other and for the adults to get to know the children and vice versa. This helped the children settle into the
classroom and the new space they have been in. In English, we’ve loved reading the stories Owl Babies and Funny Bones. §
These books have given the children an insight into body parts, families and animals. The children took part in telling the
story and sequencing the story with support of props to make it come alive. The children have been entertained by
looking at skeletons and body parts and how to stay healthy in science. In computing the children have been learning
how to take a selfie which the children had great fun of taking pictures of themselves and the different emotions they
would show. In Maths we have been exploring numbers, and shapes through physical activities, games, and songs. The
children have been looking how to form and order numbers. The children have loved using a variety of resources
(numicon, multilink and counters) to support their learning. In geography we have been learning about our local area.
We started off by making a map together of the school, where different rooms are around the school. We then made a
class map of our local area using symbols to show the different places. On Friday afternoons we have incorporated an
open-door afternoon with our neighbours Badger class so the children can mix with the other class and team. The team
are so pleased to see how well the children have settled in and supporting each other around the school. It’s been a
lovely start to the year, and we’re so proud of how enthusiastic and curious the children have been!

Badger Class: Badger class have settled in wonderfully into their new class and they are forming lovely friendships. This
half-term, our class dived into the exciting world of "Me, myself and |," using fun stories like 'Super Duper Me," 'Owl
Babies,' and 'Funny Bones' to guide our learning. In Science, we became body experts, learning all about our skeletons
and how we grow! We also spent time talking about our wonderful families in PSHE and all the special things we love to
do. The children proudly created their own "All About Me" booklets, sharing their favourite toys, foods, and hobbies,
which they also brought to life through colourful art projects! In Geography this term, the children have been busy
becoming local area experts! We looked closely at our school's surroundings, looking at the different features like
buildings, roads, and shops that make our area unique. We plan to bring this learning to life with a geography exploration
drive at the beginning of next half term. In RE, we looked at different kinds of books and discovered why some, like our
special religious texts, hold extra importance and meaning for people. This theme of celebrating difference and history
continued as we marked Black History Month. The children thoroughly enjoyed learning about and celebrating Black
history, including Nigeria and Uganda’s Independence Days. To celebrate, we created some truly beautiful pieces of art
inspired by African art—we were so proud of the vibrant patterns and colours! A highlight was definitely listening to and
dancing to a wide variety of music by Black artists. It was a fantastic way to end a term full of learning about ourselves,
our histories, and the wonderful world around us!

FUNNYBONES
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Lion Class: This half term, Lion class have enjoyed exploring their ‘Where | live’ theme, looking at the Croydon
skyline and talking about their areas. They have also engaged well in our stories, including ‘Super worm’ and ‘A
Squash and a Squeeze’ joining in with the rhyme. As a class, we have also been taking turns to be the
shopkeeper during snack times and practicing lining up and waiting on our traffic light cones, just like we would
at a shop. In Maths and IT, we’ve been practicing number formation and learning how to take a selfie,
expressing different emotions such as happy and silly. Lion class have also enjoyed engaging in Black History
month activities, where they have been able to produce some lovely artwork which we’ve displayed outside our
classroom.

River Class: River class have enjoyed settling into School, familiarising themselves with the routine and making
friends. In just in a few weeks, we have delved into lots of topics and did some great learning. Our topic this
term was ‘Where | live’ so in Geography we explored our local area, local train stations, hospitals and
supermarkets. In Science we looked at different recycling materials. We sorted materials into the correct
category and spoke about the importance of recycling our rubbish to make room for lots of new exciting things.
In English we read ‘Superworm’ the class loved this storybook and used ideas from the story to make some very
creative artwork. In Maths, we looked at 2D shapes, looked at their properties and sorted them into the correct
category. Mental well-being day was a great day to relax and take part in light-hearted activities. Towards the
end of the term we had sensory week, we enjoyed getting messy with jelly, bubbles, cornflour and rice/pasta.

# Julia Doralasony Axcl Scheffler
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learning and experiences your children have enjoyed so far. Our topic this term, ‘To Infinity and Beyond’, has taken us on
an exciting journey through space. A highlight was our trip to the Science Museum, where the children were captivated i
by the planet light exhibition and had fun making new friends in the activity centre. This linked beautifully with our
science lessons, where we’ve been learning about the Earth, Sun, and Moon phases. In English, we’ve explored space-
themed stories such as The Space Walk, The Way Back Home, and Beegu. The children have worked on sentence
structure (SVOPs), character descriptions, and story sequencing, alongside continuing their phonics, handwriting,
spelling, and reading sessions. In Maths, we’ve focused on number, place value, and 2D & 3D shapes. The children
especially enjoyed building their own rockets using both 2D shapes and 3D models. Our Art lessons introduced us to the
work of Peter Thorpe, whose space-inspired artwork inspired the children to create their own textured masterpieces—
now proudly displayed in our classroom. In Geography, we’ve explored the four countries of the UK, learning about their
locations, flags, and fun facts. We’ve also had lots of fun in our Cooking and Lifestyle sessions. The children made space-
themed crumpet planets, biscuit moons, and chocolate aliens. In lifestyle learning, we extended our “I can tidy my
bedroom” activity by adding a clothes rail, toy chest, and drawers to practise folding and organising. We’re incredibly
proud of how well the children have settled in and embraced their learning. We can’t wait to explore our next theme
after the half-term break! Wishing you all a restful and enjoyable half term.

Orchard Class: In Orchard class the children have settles in well to their new classroom and wither their adults. We have
been working hard on establishing class rules and following the class routines. Our topic is “Infinity and beyond” and we
have been looking at space, the moon, sun and Earth. We have made rockets, planets in art and have learnt facts about
the sun, moon and Earth in our science lessons. In English, we looked at different stories following the space theme and
have worked on answering questions about these stories and sequencing them independently. Also, in English we have
been working hard in phonics and have started to do weekly spelling which all children are thriving at, and | am very
proud of how hard they are all working at this! In Maths we have been explore 2D shapes, number quantities, place value
and looking at addition questions which we will continue after half term. We have also been working on our
communication in Orchard class this term and have started show and tell every Mondays. The children have really
enjoyed sharing photos of their weekends and being in a special item or object from home to talk about. Jobs have been
introduced to our class, and the children have enjoyed having different responsibilities each week. We are so proud of
how the children have adapted to their new classroom and class routine!




Investigate

Our Investigate Pathway is for our Sensory Learners. Here the children are supported to regulate through sensory
integration so that they can access learning. They work on their communication skills using their preferred method
of communication, social skills and tolerating spaces with other children. They explore their learning through a range
of sensory activities.

Caterpillar Class: Wow — what a fantastic first term back we’ve had! The children are now settled into their routines
(and for some, their brand-new class!) and we couldn’t be prouder of how well they’ve adapted and grown. Our
topic this term has been ‘Me, Myself and I’, and we’ve loved exploring what makes each of us unique. We spent time
looking closely at our facial features and learning about the life cycle — discovering how we all change as we grow!
Some of our favourite stories this term have been Owl Babies, Funnybones, and Super Duper You. We brought our
learning to life by role-playing and dressing up in clothes that represent different stages of our lives — from tiny tots
to grown-ups! In Geography, we explored our local area, focusing on our wonderful school. We went on a tour,
spotted our favourite places, and even created a display of our school including pictures taken during out tour, the
parts we love most. In R.E., we talked about important stories to us, from musical and sound books to Peppa Pig
adventures and even cooking tales! In Maths, we’ve been busy with patterns, addition, subtraction, and shapes —
and had so much fun learning through hands-on activities. We've also celebrated lots of exciting events: Jeans for
Genes Day, Wear It Yellow, Black History Month and Diwali! Most importantly, we’ve built a lovely classroom
community, formed new friendships, and continued to enjoy learning and growing together every day. We're
wrapping up the term with another fun ‘Sensory Week’ and can’t wait to welcome our parents on the 24th for our
Spooky SEN Afternoon!

Butterfly Class: This half term, Butterfly class have explored the topic "Me, Myself and I". The students have really
enjoyed getting to know themselves and each other a little better. We've had lots of fun taking selfies, creating
colourful self-portraits, and exploring different areas around the school. One of the highlights has been trying out
new activities like signing assembly. In English, we’ve loved reading the stories Ow/ Babies and Funny Bones. These
books have sparked some great exploration into families, woodland animals, and body parts. In Maths, we’ve been
busy exploring numbers, patterns, and shapes through hands-on activities, games, and songs. It's been a lovely start
to the year, and we’re so proud of how enthusiastic and curious the children have been!




Ocean Class: This half term we have been exploring the topic to infinity and beyond with a key focus on science and
space. In Maths and Phonics we have been working on children's personal targets. In Science we have our solar system
and have looked at seasons and how they change based on the position of the earth. In PSHE we have been revisiting
'emotions'. We have been exploring facial expressions and what emotions are linked to the visuals. We have been
working our way through a key core word curriculum and this half term we have been focusing on the words, 'want’,
'like', 'not like' and help.

Forest Class: The children have all settled so well into Forest Class. We have really enjoyed learning about Space and our
story, ‘The Way Back Home’. We have used props to listen to the story and found characters from the book. We have
explored light and dark, playing with light up toys and mirrors and also learnt about the seasons in Science. As part of
our PSHE topic about caring for the world, we practiced recycling and looking after our classroom. We have learnt about
tall and short in Maths and made some wonderful Rocket pictures based on the work of the artist Peter Thorpe. We
have also focused lots on communication and using, signing and saying, more, yes, no, want and help. The children have
really enjoyed time in the new immersive Bubble Room.




In our Adventure Pathway, the children learn through structure and routine. They are supported with their sensory
integration and regulation by completing sensory diets throughout the day. The children also work on their social and play
skills through a range of modelled activities. All of this is done by engaging the children using their preferred method of
communication

Beetle: In Beetle class we have had a wonderful start to the school year, we have been working hard on following daily
routines and have had a strong focus on managing our sensory needs in preparation for learning. We have been visiting the
sensory circuit every morning, exploring a range of energising and calming resources and activities. In class we have been
experimenting with a range of sensory cushions and wobble chairs to help us to gain the sensory feedback we need to join in
with carpet sessions. We have been building our attention skills through a range of short and engaging sensory activities, the
children are all fans of bucket time and love observing and exploring the different resources. We have been linking our
lessons to Attention Autism activities, the pupils have especially enjoyed the flour castle splat session where we worked on
our numbers and anticipation skills. In Beetle class we have been exploring the topic of ‘Me, Myself and I’, The children
worked hard on creating their own self-portraits, adding features to faces and identifying their feelings using the zones of
regulation and selecting tool to help them to be in the green zone. As part of our topic, we have been exploring the story of
‘Owl Babies’, the children enjoyed using the talking buttons with the recorded phrase “I want my Mummy”, to join in with
the repeated parts of the story. The children also did some great character matching activities and matched created their
own owls by sticking on feathers. In Beetle class we have absolutely loved finishing the half term off with sensory week, we
have explored a range of wet, dry, messy, noisy and visually stimulating resources and had lots of smiles and messy hands.
We are looking forward to next half term and all the excitement of the festive season!

Grasshopper: It's been a fun start to the year in Grasshopper Class! We have settled into our new routines well and have
really enjoyed exploring our topic “Me, Myself and I.” One of our focus stories this half-term has been Owl Babies. We have
loved bringing the story to life through props and sensory activities, as well as creating our own owl artwork using a range of
different materials. Our days have been filled with exciting activities — from learning about body parts and exploring our
senses through messy play to joining in with counting rhymes and taking part in Little Wandle phonics sessions. We are so
proud of how much confidence and independence our Grasshoppers have shown this half term.

Fox Class: Fox class have had a wonderful half term, full of fun and learning. The children have adapted well into their
pathways. The children have worked so hard within their learning, children have been enjoying sharing reading books with
adults. The children have enjoyed having a free writing book, the children have enjoyed having a free writing book, they
choose what to write about. This has created opportunities for us to see children writing for pleasure. In Mathematics the
children have focused on the number and place value. In Science we have been learning about different materials and their
property, for example wood is hard, felt material is soft. The children have enjoyed exploring lots of different textures. The
children have enjoyed cooking sessions this half term, they have been able to focus on spreading, cutting and chopping




Elm Class: EIm Class have settled well into their new class, developed friendships within their new cohort and built
relationships with new adults. EIm Class have incorporated their communication targets within daily turn-taking
sessions and developed their turn-taking skills alongside a love for Pig goes Pop and Jenja! All children have completed
phonics assessments, engaged in daily small group focused phonics sessions and we can already see the progress within
the class. The children have been applying their new phonics learning to reading one to one with adults. For Black
History month, we read ‘Mae Among the Stars’ as our class story, alongside sensory props to bring the story to life. The
children loved the space theme and learning about the first female black astronaut. In Maths, the children have been
sharing attention through attention autism-based activities, exploring numbers and shapes through physical activities,
games, and songs, alongside a variety of resources (numicon, multilink and counters) to support their learning.

Pine Class: Pine class have settled well into the new academic year. We are so proud of them and have enjoyed getting
to know them. The class have particularly enjoyed our science topic of ‘Materials’. A highlight for the team was
watching the amazing lesson we had about floating and sinking. The children were engaged well and were able to say/
sign or communicate whether the item sank or floated. The class have been enjoying the story super worm and
experienced it through a sensory story. Pine class have been trying hard to identify their feelings through the zones of
regulation and then choosing a toolkit to help them regulate. Many of the children request hugs, fist bumps or quiet
time. The class have also been showing off their knowledge of the continents and the countries of the world. We have
also looked at our local area and took a ‘virtual tour’ of Croydon identifying landmarks such as the library, the park, the
train station. Well done Pine Class we are so proud and cannot wait for our next half term.
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Willow Class: What a wonderful first term it has been! The children have settled beautifully into their new class and
routines. They have shown great enthusiasm and kindness towards one another, and we are incredibly proud of how
well they have adapted to school life. Mathematics - This term, we have focused on place value, understanding tens
and ones, and using cardinal numbers to match quantities correctly. The children have also explored 2D and 3D shapes,
describing their properties and spotting them in our environment. In addition, they have enjoyed working on addition
problems and using practical activities to measure length and height, comparing different objects using vocabulary such
as longer, shorter, taller, and smaller. English - Through our storybooks — A Space Walk, Beegu, and The Way Back
Home — the children have enjoyed diving into exciting adventures. Using Colourful Semantics, they have practised
describing characters and pictures from the stories and answering questions. They have also sequenced story events,
helping to develop their understanding of structure and storytelling. Geography - In Geography, we have been learning
about the United Kingdom. The children have discovered the four countries that make up the UK, their flags, capital
cities, and patron saints. They also explored some of the human and physical features that make each place unique.
Science- Our Science topic, “Earth and Beyond,” has been full of wonder and discovery. We explored the solar system,
learning about the planets, the sun, and the moon. The children investigated how the Earth’s orbit gives us different
seasons and how day and night occur. Computing - In Computing, the children have been using Purple Mash to create
and experiment with music. They have learned how to use different digital tools to compose simple tunes and explore
rhythm Religious Education - In RE, we have been thinking about the importance of caring for our Earth. The children
discussed ways we can look after our planet, such as recycling, saving energy, and showing kindness to all living things.
Special Events- It has been an amazing first term filled with wonderful experiences! We celebrated Black History Month,
learning about inspirational figures and their achievements. During Sensory Week, the children enjoyed exploring the
world through touch, sound, sight, and smell. We also took part in Wellbeing Day, where we focused on emotions,
mindfulness, and looking after ourselves and each other.

Orchard Class: We are really proud of how the children have settled into the routines and their new classroom. These
routines include, putting away their belongings, morning work tasks and Magic Breakfast. Our topic is ‘To Infinity and
Beyond’ and the work created has most definitely been ‘Out of this world’. From sequencing the main events in a story
and using Colourful Semantics to make a sentence to describe a picture the children have worked hard. They enjoy their
phonics sessions and are keen to see what their new sound is each week. We have been looking at the work of a
famous artists and creating working in that style. Peter Thorpe creates work based on space using geometric shapes and
bright colours. The children have engaged well with the lessons and have created work to be proud of. The children
have also really enjoyed all of the special events during the first half of the Autumn Term. Sensory Week, the children
enjoyed sessions where the focus was on the touch, smell and sight... it was so much fun. Also, Wellbeing Day, we
encouraged the children to learn how they can identify emotions and use strategies to support. It was a day of
mindfulness and reminding them how we can look after ourselves physically and mentally.




Challenge
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Squirrel Class: This term our topic was “To Infinity and Beyond”. We enjoyed reading books related to space and

completed exciting tasks in literacy, describing feelings, sequencing stories, writing diary entries, describing
characters and improving our comprehension skills. In Maths we explored numbers, place value, addition and 2D
and 3D shapes. In Science we studied the solar system, made our own planet models and learned how planets
orbit the sun by acting it out. Each child held a planet card while one was the sun and we practised moving around
in orbit. In Geography we learned about the continents, countries in Europe and identified human and physical
features. In Art we created space themed work inspired by Peter Thorpe and in ICT we used iPad to create our own
music using different instruments. It’s been a fantastic term of learning and creativity.

Hedgehog Class: It has been a busy and exciting first half of the term in Hedgehog Class! The children have settled in
beautifully and have been working hard across all subjects. Here’s a look at some of the wonderful learning that has
been happening in our class. In English our focus books were Superworm, The Highway Rat, and A Squash and a Squeeze
by Julia Donaldson. The children enjoyed reading and exploring these stories, discussing the characters and writing about
them. In our weekly journals, we have also been writing about our news from the summer holidays and sharing what we
have been doing each weekend — it’s been lovely to see everyone’s growing confidence in writing and expressing their
ideas. In Maths we have been learning about place value, exploring 2D and 3D shapes, practising our number bonds, and
working on addition strategies. Our topic this term is Where I Live, so in Geography we have explored our local area of
Croydon, used local maps to identify key landmarks, and created our very own “My Local Area” booklets. The children
observed and discussed photos of different places they know locally, writing about what they liked about each location.
In Science we have been learning about materials. The children learned to identify and compare human-made and
natural materials, exploring their properties and thinking about why some materials are suitable (or not!) for certain
uses. We had lots of fun investigating and classifying materials found around the class and the school, linking our
observations with our Computing lessons. In Computing we became digital artists, creating our own Jackson Pollock-
inspired drip paintings using digital tools. We also explored photography, learning how to take photos from different
angles, distances, and in various lighting conditions. The children enjoyed taking photos outdoors and used their
photography skills to capture different materials around the school, linking beautifully with our science topic. During our
PSHE lessons, we have been working hard to create our new class charter, which sets out our class rules and rights to
make sure our classroom is a happy and respectful place. We also became health detectives, sorting out healthy and
unhealthy foods and talking about why having a balanced diet is so important for helping our bodies grow strong and
giving us energy. We learned a lot about how to make good choices for our bodies and for each other! In Art we
explored the exciting world of a famous artist named Jackson Pollock. Students learned about his life and experimented
with his unique "drip painting" technique to create their own vibrant artworks. They also practiced fundamental drawing
skills, including drawing straight, wavy, and curved lines. The term culminated in a special project where every student
drew a self-portrait, giving them the chance to showcase their observational and drawing talents. The children have
worked incredibly hard these weeks and we are very proud of their achievements and look forward to an exciting rest of
term ahead!




Meadow: The children have settled in well and have had a very productive time here in Meadow Class. In English, the
class focused on reading comprehension through the stories The Way Back Home and Beegu. The children were
encouraged to use the text to retrieve information, as well as to infer and predict what might happen next. The class also
worked on phonics and spelling, identifying different spellings for the same sound. In writing, the children have been
supported to write in full sentences, follow punctuation rules, and use their counting fingers and Grow the Code
strategies to help them spell unfamiliar words. In Maths, the class revisited their geometry knowledge and built on what
they already knew to further explore 2D and 3D shapes. The children were encouraged to use their understanding of
shape properties to solve word problems. The class have also worked with numbers, including place value, number
bonds, and addition. In their place value work, they explored different ways to represent numbers and recognised the
value of each digit in three-digit numbers. They also applied their knowledge of number bonds to 10 to help with number
bonds to 100. To further practise their skills, the class enjoyed taking part in a variety of online maths games. During our
Geography lessons this term, the children have become world explorers! They began by learning how to use an atlas to
locate the seven continents and five oceans. Moving from the global scale to the local, the children discovered that
continents are made up of countries, with a special focus on the continent of Europe. The journey then brought the class
home to the United Kingdom, where the children learned to identify and label the four countries that make it up, along
with their capitals. Finally, the class’s studies concluded with an investigation into the human and physical features of
England, teaching the children to differentiate between natural and human-made landmarks such as the River Thames
and Buckingham Palace. The children have shown great enthusiasm for discovering the diverse world we live in. In
Science, the topic has been ‘Earth and Space’. The children have enjoyed learning about our solar system and its
structure. Within this, they have been learning facts about the Sun, Earth and the Moon and how they all have spherical
bodies. They have been using mnemonics to help remember the order of the planets from the sun ‘My Very Exhausted
Mother Just Served Us Nachos’ and have explored what dwarf planets are. The class have also been looking at how
the planets orbit the sun and how long it takes each planet to orbit the sun.

The
Way Back
.. Home




Valley Class: Valley class have settled well into their first term as Year 6, and have been working really hard. They have
learned to be responsible for their own belongings — they have to get their pencil case from their tray at the beginning of
every lesson, and look after the items in their pencil case. Our topic this term has been “To infinity and beyond” and the
children have learned about space in some of our lessons. In literacy, we have read books like “The Way Back Home” and
“How to Hide a Star” as well as “The Space Walk” and “The Skies Above our Eyes”. We have worked on sequencing
events from stories, character descriptions and thinking about what characters might be saying in illustrations. We have
made some space Artwork which we are really proud of. We made space pictures in the style of Peter Thorpe using paint
and oil pastel and recently we made planets by printing marbled patterns onto paper using paints and shaving foam.
They are really eye-catching! They have been learning facts about the planets in their science lessons. Last week we
visited the new immersive room in school to experience what a spacewalk might feel like! In PSHE we have learned
about the class rules, our rights and responsibilities and more recently, about our families and who is and isn’t a family
member to us. In Geography, the children have been looking at World Maps and UK maps, locating countries and
continents. They are fantastic at this! In computing we composed our own music using Purple Mash, and recorded our
own ‘space noises’ to add to our composition. And in Maths, we have learned lots about 2D and 3D shapes with Abbie
and with Claire we have been focusing on number skills including number bonds and column addition. We have all
enjoyed trying the new Numbots app in school and are working towards earning ‘coins’ by doing Maths to spend on new
robots on the game. A highlight this term was our trip with Lake Class to Purley Fire station, where we got to see how the
firefighters’ cut cars in a traffic accident, learned how to escape a fire at home and all got to try on bits of a firefighter’s
uniform. The children have been fantastic in Valley and we are looking forward to a fantastic year with them!

Lake Class: Lake class have settled in well to year 6 and have been learning the importance of independence and taking
responsibility for their own things. Each child was given their own pencil case and had to follow the tick sheet, making
sure they put in each of the items they would need in class. It is their responsibility to look after every item in their
pencil case throughout the year. Our theme this term is ‘To infinity and beyond’ and we have been doing work linked to
this theme in some of our lessons. We have been reading books such as ‘The way back home’, ‘how to hide a star’ and
‘Beegu’ in Literacy and have completed accompanying work linked to comprehension, sequencing and speech bubbles.
We have also spent time in literacy working on handwriting, sentence structure and using adjectives within our
sentences to make them more interesting. In Maths we have been using column addition and subtraction to work out
calculations and some of the children are learning to carry over. We have also learnt about Money and the value of
different coins and notes. The children have been adding together coins and notes and then working out the total. We
have also learnt about 2D and 3D shapes and their properties. The children have enjoyed learning about space in Science
and can now name lots of the planets and tell you some facts about them. The class jointly came up with the class rules
in PSHE and have also been learning about their rights. The class spent time thinking about things they are good at and
things that they would like to get better at this year. Lake class loved their visit to the Fire Station and were very
enthusiastic about learning about what it means to be a Fireman and the importance of fire safety. Wear it yellow /
wellbeing day was a big hit in Lake class. They loved playing with the different yellow sensory items, dancing to DJ Raphi
and listening to calming music. They especially liked having their picture taken with the yellow selfie frames and funny
props! All of the children have been working extremely hard and we are very proud of them! 4
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Sensory Processing week provided lots of fun across the school. Everyone enjoyed lots of lovely, messy and
tactile play and activities. These included autumn sensory trays, letters and numbers in tactile materials,
bubble wrap painting, exploring paint and shaving foam bags and lots more! The children also participated in
movement activities, sensory circuits and hide and seek games.

In October, we celebrated Black History Month by learning about inspiring people from the past, local
celebrities we might recognise today, and even some amazing role models within our own school
community. The children explored these stories through fun and engaging activities such as sensory

play, storytelling, and artwork.

Wear it yellow: St Nicholas School was a sea of yellow on October 10t
the staff and children came in wearing something yellow and the
school was decorated accordingly. The ‘wear it yellow’ campaign is in
honour of Young Minds for World Mental Health Day. The children
gave money for the cause and we raised a whopping £382! The
children spent the day taking part in wellbeing activities such as
sensory play, painting, yoga, dance, laying down and listening to
calming music and singing songs. The school had a lovely day and the
enjovment was clear to see.

Wear it yellow

Harvest: On Monday 20" October we had our Harvest Assembly. We sang our
favourite harvest songs and thought about the food and other items generously
donated in from our school community. We played the traditional game of
‘what’s in Gaynor’s shopping bag’? with children naming different donations.

H arveSt Then children from Year 6 helped in a short drama about food banks and our

community cupboard. We will sort all the donations and prepare food parcels
for families for the longer holidays. We are happy to provide a food parcel for
any family in need at any time of the year. Please contact the school office or
Juliet Bellagambi the school Family Liaison officer.




Parent Polices and Agreements: When we return, we are

6@%%%% sending home 3 polices that parents need to be aware of.
These are Parent Code of Conduct, Partnership with Key
w Stakeholders and Home/School Agreement. Parents will
17} n Bl LlT v need to read these and then sign the consent form on
0 Arbor.

Please scan this to fill out the form to get free

specialist eye care for your child in school Please can parents also complete the photo consent from
on Arbor as well. This is so we know whose photos we can

have up around the school; in the newsletter and on the
website. We update this every year.

About My .(?hlld s Eyes.Form Shiliahalis
seeability.org/opt-in School

Thank you for reading our half term newsletter. | hope you have enjoyed reading all of
the different news from the different classes and events we have had going on. Have a
safe half term break. Looking forward to seeing all of our children on Monday 3™
November.

Many Thanks
Katie Goodwin

Head Teacher




