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Important Dates 

Monday 5th January: Children 

return 

Monday 12th January: PDA 

workshop with Pooky Knightsmith 

Monday 19th January: GRID users 

only – High Tech AAC 

Tuesday 27th January: Coffee 

Moring for year 4 and 5 parents – 

Secondary Transition (please 

notice change of date) 

w/c 9th February – Online Safety 

week 

w/c 9th February – parent 

Engagement events – more details 

to follow 

Monday 9th February – SaLT 

Coffee Morning on complex 

feeding 

Friday 13th February – Last day of 

term 

w/c 16th February – Half Term 

Monday 23rd February – Children 

return 

Wednesday 25th February – 

Parents Evening 

w/c 2nd March – Book Week 

Tuesday 3rd March – Coffee 

Morning (theme to be confirmed) 

Friday 6th March: World Book Day 

w/c 9th March – Science Week 

Monday 16th March: SaLT Coffee 

Morning Low Tech 

w/c 16th March – Parent 

Engagement Week (further details 

to follow) 

Friday 27th March – Last day of 

Spring Term – finish at 1:30  
 

 

 

 

 

School News 
Dear all, 

Welcome to our Christmas Newsletter. Once again we have had a busy term full of 

learning and activities. The children have enjoyed learning in their new topics and 

some children have also enjoyed going out on some local trips. Our term ended with 

our wonderful Christmas Shows and it was lovely seeing many smiling, proud faces in 

the audience. We have also had a busy week this week with a visit from Father 

Christmas, our Christmas Lunch and a musical concert from Bensham Manor. I hope 

that you enjoy reading through our half termly news.  

Spare Clothes: We are on the hunt for any spare clothes (tracksuit bottoms, 

trousers, t-shirts) and underwear that we can use when the children have accidents 

at school. We especially need some bigger sizes such as ages 9-10, 11-12 and 13-14. 

If you have any spare, please send in after the Christmas break. Thank you. 

Operation Christmas: Some of our elves have been very busy preparing bags to 

support families over Christmas.  
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Winter Craft: Our Winter Crafts evenings are always enjoyable with very 

friendly members of staff who are always at hand to provide support. 

We had a wonderful time and there were lots of fun and engaging 

activities which included face painting, cake and biscuit decoration, 

glitter tattoos and selfie corner just to mention a few. There were lots of 

good refreshments for both adults and children and siblings had a great 

time too. 

It was absolutely fantastic to see so many happy families joining in with 

all the wonderful activities.   

We hope you would be there next year if you’ve never attended. 

 

 

School Council: The School Council has been instrumental this 

half term. Together, we developed a comprehensive action 

plan for the Wellbeing Challenge, informed by meaningful 

conversations the School Council held with their peers to 

ensure that pupil voice remained central to our approach. As 

a UNICEF Rights Respecting School, we also felt it was 

important to focus on our right to create peaceful and safe 

environments. The completed action plan has been submitted 

to Croydon Local Authority, who will announce the winning 

school in the spring term. The winning school will also have 

the exciting opportunity to meet Baroness Floella Benjamin at 

the Houses of Parliament. 

In addition, the School Council visited our local garden centre, 

where they selected and purchased our Christmas tree. 
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Discovery 
Our youngest children have had an excellent first term at St Nicholas School. They have settled well into their classes 

and have demonstrated their understanding of school routines and making friends.  

Bumblebee Class: Bumblebee class have been busy this half term and have been enjoying a long slow build up to Christmas. 

We have used Christmas and the things we associate with Christmas for our Number and shape work as well as word and letter 

sounds.  We have had cooking and food prep this half term and have made burgers and decorated ice cream cones into mini-

Christmas trees. We have also learned about Road Safety this half term and all crossed the road outside school holding hands 

very sensibly. 

Dragonfly Class: Dragonfly class have enjoyed this very busy half term and have coped well with changes in routine. We learnt 

about road safety and we have had lots of festive stories as well as continuing to complete our number work-based activities.  

We hope you enjoyed watching their great performance! The children had fun making lots of Christmas arts and crafts and liked 

all the festive cooking activities.  Wishing you all a very merry Christmas and a happy New Year! 

Ladybird Class: Ladybird class have had a great half term with so many exciting Christmas activities. The highlights were our 

show singing ‘When Santa got stuck up the chimney’ and making lots of Christmas crafts such as Hats, Place mats and Calendars. 

The children have all enjoyed cooking and have really developed their skills especially when they made burgers from scratch 

using mincemeat. All the children have tried hard in Maths developing their counting and number skills using a variety of 

Christmas themed resources and we shared some lovely festive stories such as ‘Dear Santa’ using animals props and sensory 

trays to experience the stories in a variety of ways.  We are looking forward to more adventures and fun packed learning next 

half term and would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a peaceful and festive holiday and a very happy new year. 

Spider Class: Spider class have been busy this half term with our topic ‘Let’s Celebrate.’ We have enjoyed different celebrations 

such as Bonfire night, Remembrance Day and Diwali. We have also very much enjoyed Christmas celebrations and Christmas 

themed activities. The children have enjoyed participating in the Christmas show which we hope parents enjoyed watching. We 

have also been busy making lots of different Christmas art items such as cards, party hats and place mats. We have also 

celebrated Road Safety week, looking at how to be safe when crossing the road and Spider class really enjoyed Nursery Rhyme 

week, singing all their favourite songs. We wish you a very merry festive season and happy new year! 
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Explore 
Our Explore Pathway learn through play or engage in practical experiences in their learning to generalise and transfer skills. Children 

also work on their social and communication skills through these experiences.  

Giraffe Class: Giraffe Class have had an exciting and busy half term exploring our topic “Let’s Celebrate!” We’ve learned about a 

variety of celebrations, including Bonfire Night, Diwali and Christmas, discovering the traditions behind each one. We also learnt 

about Road Safety in Road Safety Week. Throughout December, we’ve enjoyed opening a story present every day and sharing 

wonderful Christmas stories together. A particular favourite was The Nutcracker, which sparked lots of festive excitement. We have 

also loved completing our advent calendar on GRID, making each day feel extra exciting in the lead up to Christmas. One of the 

highlights of the term was our trip to Dobbies Garden Centre. We had a magical morning exploring the beautiful Christmas 

decorations, meeting Santa’s elves, spotting the fish, enjoying a drink in the café, and having lots of fun in the soft play area. It was a 

fantastic way to celebrate the season together! 

Zebra Class: We have had a wonderful few weeks exploring our topic “Let’s Celebrate!” The children have enjoyed our core stories, 

“Dear Santa” and “Little Glow”, and it has been lovely to see their growing interest in story time. They now look forward to hearing a 

daily story at the end of each day and are becoming more confident in answering questions about stories they hear. In Maths, we 

have been using our “fast eyes” to recognise small numbers without counting (subitising), and the children have also been practising 

counting out smaller amounts from larger groups. We celebrated Nursery Rhyme Week with a focus on Humpty Dumpty, and the 

children loved joining Humpty Dumpty in the toy clinic role-play, helping to develop their imagination and play skills. We also took 

part in Road Safety Week, learning important ways to stay safe while out and about. To finish, we have been exploring Christmas 

through a range of fun, festive activities across the curriculum. Well done Zebra Class! 

Elephant Class: We have enjoyed our topic of ‘let’s celebrate’ this half term. The children have enjoyed looking at different 

celebrations such as Remembrance Day, Guy Fawkes, Nursery Rhyme Week and Christmas. We looked at Humpty Dumpty and the 

children helped piece him back together again. In maths we have been looking at subitising numbers using dice and ‘fast eyes’ to 

estimate or subitise the number without counting. The children have enjoyed looking at different books such as Dear Santa and The 

Dinosaur That Popped Christmas and using GRID to comment on what they can see. They also have had story time every afternoon 

where a child unwraps a book that we read. The children have enjoyed exploring Christmas through a range of festive and creative 

activities across the curriculum. The children loved putting on a show for their families and enjoyed being a part of making ‘The 

Christmas Train’.   Elephant class wants to wish everyone a happy holiday and happy new year! 

 

Badger Class: What a fantastic half-term we have had exploring our topic, "Let's Celebrate!" 

We started the term with a bang by learning all about Bonfire Night! We read the lovely story 'Little Glow' and then became artists, 

creating dazzling firework pictures using bright colours and different techniques. In Science, we became great builders! We explored 

lots of different materials and their textures—smooth, rough, soft, and hard. We then put our knowledge to the test by designing 

and building a strong house for the Three Bears. Our exciting trip around Croydon was a brilliant real-life experience! We visited a 

shop, chose a special toy, and practiced the important skill of exchanging money with the shopkeeper. It was a great opportunity to 

see how money works! In History, we learned all about different types of celebrations. The highlight was having our very own ‘Teddy 

Bears' Afternoon Tea! We invited our favourite teddy bears from home to join us for an exciting party and a special snack. It was a 

joyful afternoon filled with laughter and fun. We look forward to ending our autumn term with a festive trip to Dobbies Garden 

Centre, where we will enjoy some seasonal fun. Badger Class would like to wish you a happy holiday and a very happy new year! We 

can't wait to see you all again in January. 
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Lion Class: This half term in Lion class, we have been very busy! We’ve had a focus on counting and number recognition, using 

manipulatives such as Numicon, counting bears and our fingers to support us. We have also looked at size and embarked on a Trim 

Trail Treasure Hunt, where we collected twigs, leaves and helicopters of varying sizes before bringing them back to class to compare 

and discuss, using words such as ‘bigger, smaller, longer, shorter’. We have also had lots of handwriting and spelling practice as we’ve 

been ordering the letters in our name and then writing out the letters, paying special attention to how we form each one. We then 

celebrated Bonfire night, by creating our own night sky scene with the use of straws, PVA glue and some glitter. In Science, we have 

been learning all about different materials and their properties, which led us to undertake a floating experiment which was 

thoroughly enjoyed. We had a great time during Nursery Rhyme Week and focused on two in particular; Sing a Song of Six Pence and 

When I was One. We even acted out scenes such as eating bread and honey and pretending to be a Pirate. All before entering the 

countdown for Christmas, writing our letters to Santa and creating our own class Christmas tree! All in all, it’s been a wonderful half 

term. Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from Lion Class! 

River Class: River Class have had a fantastic term and have adjusted exceptionally well to their new teacher. The children have shown 

great resilience, positivity and enthusiasm, and it has been wonderful to see how confidently they have settled into new routines and 

challenges. In English, we have recently been enjoying The Jolly Postman, which has inspired lots of exciting learning. The children 

have taken part in drama activities, developed their writing skills, and practised sequencing the story to build their understanding of 

events and characters. In Mathematics, the focus has been on securing addition and subtraction skills. Alongside this, the children 

have been exploring 2D and 3D shapes, learning to identify, name and describe them.  Our Science lessons have been very hands-on, 

as we have been investigating materials. The children carried out practical experiments to explore and classify different objects, 

developing their observation and enquiry skills. We are also incredibly proud of the children for their excellent Christmas 

performance, where they showed confidence, teamwork and enthusiasm. Their festive artwork has also been a delight, bringing 

colour and creativity to our classroom decorations. 

Well done, River Class – a wonderful end to the term! 

Beech Class: Beech class have had a lovely term.  In English we continued with our theme to ‘infinity and beyond’ by reading Blast 

off! The children engaged in SVOP, answering questions about the story and craft making related to the topic. We then went onto to 

our ‘Celebrations’ theme for the month of December by reading books like ‘Christmasaurus’ and ‘Joy to the World’. The children also 

celebrated Nursery Rhyme Week with creative activities, sequencing and even a Humpty Dumpty egg and spoon race. In 

Mathematics, we have explored number bonds, ordering, place value, ordinal numbers, subtraction and addition. In Science, we have 

looked at forces. The children enjoyed activities about resistance, pull and push and magnetics. In PSHE, we have been looking at 

Families. The children had a good understanding of who their family members were by creating a family tree.  In Geography, the 

children have continued learning about the four countries of the United Kingdom. They explored key facts about each, such as rivers, 

mountains and historical places. In Art, we have looked at the talented Vincent van Gogh. The children recreated their own 

interpretation of ‘Starry Night’ using a range of brushes and sponges. As we moved into our Celebrations’ theme, the children have 

enjoyed making all their Christmas art with lots of glitter and sparkle and decorating our Christmas tree. Beech class have had a joyful 

time celebrating birthdays and singing ‘The Christmas Train’ at the Christmas shows on the big stage. We wish you all a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year!  

Orchard Class: Orchard class have had an amazing term! We have really enjoyed our topic “infinity and beyond”. In English we have 

read various stories for example “blast off”, “The long way home” and “Beegu”. We have completed sentence writing work about the 

story, sequencing the story and also answering specific question about the story to see if we can recall events. All of Orchard class 

have worked extremely hard at this and we are very proud.  We started our “celebrations” topic also this term, reading Christmas 

stories, working on sentences structuring using colourful semantics and writing letters to Santa, which all children enjoyed especially 

looking in catalogues and creating their Christmas lists. In Maths we continue to explore both 2D and 3D shapes, addition and 

subtraction, time, subsidising and place value. In PSHE we have been learning how to look after the planet. We talked about recycling 

and grew cress; each child oversaw watering and making sure they had enough sun light. Orchard class had a visitor this month. 

Simon the elf arrived flying in on a gift bag and has been up to mischief in class ever since. We have all enjoyed finding him in the 

mornings to see what he has been up to. We have started showing and tell in our class which has been a success to support 

communication. All children have loved sharing what they have been up to on the weekend and sharing favourite toy or book from 

home. Some children had the opportunity to take Simon the elf home and took pictures to show their friends during circle time. We 

cannot wait for another fun filled term in January. Have a lovely restful Christmas break and Happy New Year! 
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Our Investigate Pathway is for our Sensory Learners. Here the children are supported to regulate through sensory integration so that 

they can access learning. They work on their communication skills using their preferred method of communication, social skills and 

tolerating spaces with other children. They explore their learning through a range of sensory activities.  

Caterpillar Class: The topic this term has been ‘time to celebrate’.  We had lots of fun in Road safety week, making traffics lights, 

painting car tyres, and creating backpacks tyres. We’ve explored lots of sensory books including Elf chases and Dear Santa! We’ve 

had a birthday and got to experience the snow! We are ending the term with Christmas fun, including making Christmas trees from 

ice-cream cones, making a Christmas tree from or handprints, writing our Christmas list to Santa and are looking forward to seeing 

Santa at St Nicks! Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and see you all in the New year! 

Butterfly Class: This term has been full of exciting learning experiences for Butterfly Class! Our focus in English was on two wonderful 

books: Dear Santa and Elf Chase. The children loved exploring these stories through lots of sensory activities. We went on an elf hunt 

around the classroom and had great fun unwrapping items linked to Dear Santa. These activities really helped bring the stories to life 

and encouraged lots of engagement. In Maths, we explored shapes, position, and direction, and also spent time recapping numbers. 

The children enjoyed hands-on activities that supported their understanding of these concepts in a practical and fun way. Our topic 

lessons introduced us to important stories and celebrations. We learned about Remembrance Day and Christmas, using sensory 

resources to make these occasions meaningful for everyone. A big highlight of the term was our very first class outing! We took a 

short walk in the local area with a few classmates and staff. The children especially loved to see the trains and waving to the bus 

driver. 

 

Investigate 
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Ocean Class: This half term in Ocean class we have been exploring our termly topic, Celebrations. We have had a ball 

celebrating different celebrations. In English we have been reading ‘that's not my Santa’ and have linked this to 

properties of materials in science and sentence structure in our SVOP sessions.  In Maths we have been exploring size 

and height, as well as focusing on the children’s individual targets. This term we have also been celebrating our school 

themed weeks such as, road safety week, Nursery rhyme week where we enjoyed sensory themed lessons around these 

areas, linking them to our current topic. We are very proud of all the children for their Christmas performances. We wish 

you all a wonderful Christmas and all the team are sending you lots of love for the new year- we will see you in 2026  

 

Forest Class: This term we have enjoyed the story ‘That's not my Santa’ and ‘the Way back home’. We have enjoyed 

exploring the outdoor learning area and had hot chocolate and a picnic, after playing parachute games, blowing 

enormous bubbles and playing with a giant balloon. We have continued learning new words and signs and are using 

these really well.  In science we have been learning about different materials and have sorted and explored materials. 

We enjoyed our money,  weight and capacity lessons in Maths and have used the grid to help us tell stories and answer 

questions. We have worked so hard. 
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Adventure 

In our Adventure Pathway, the children learn through structure and routine. They are supported with their sensory integration and 

regulation by completing sensory diets throughout the day. The children also work on their social and play skills through a range of 

modelled activities. All of this is done by engaging the children using their preferred method of communication.  

Grasshopper: Grasshopper have enjoyed exploring our topic ‘Let’s Celebrate!’.  We listened to the stories ‘Elf Chase’ and ‘Dear 

Santa’ and took part in a range of practical activities. This included a sensory-circuit style activity to ‘catch the elf’, unwrapping 

presents, and exploring festive sensory trays. For Remembrance Day, the children made poppies using paper plates and paint. For 

Guy Fawkes Night, we took part in a fun Attention Autism session, where we watched firework ‘explosions’ and created a bonfire 

using foam. We also had a firework party with glow sticks and music. 

During Nursery Rhyme Week, we explored a different rhyme each day. The children particularly enjoyed Humpty Dumpty, 

especially acting it out and ‘breaking the egg’. In Maths, we focused on 2D shapes, exploring circles, squares, triangles and 

rectangles through hands-on activities. As Christmas approached, the children made cards and decorations, using materials such as 

paint, glitter and sequins. We ended the term with our Christmas performance, where the children performed “Jingle Bell Rock.” 

They took part well and enjoyed using the inflatable instruments, such as the guitar and microphone.  Well done, Grasshopper 

Class! 

 

Beetle: This half term the children in Beetle class have really enjoyed exploring the topic of ‘Let’s Celebrate!’. We had a fantastic 

time celebrating Diwali and fireworks night and engaged in a variety of sensory and art activities relating to light and fireworks, we 

also explored the story ‘Little Glow’ which tells the tale of a flame travelling through a wide variety of celebrations. In the build up 

to Christmas we have been doing a wide variety of winter crafts and Christmas themed attention Autism activities, supporting the 

story ‘Dear Santa. The Children all worked hard practicing for the Christmas show and made us all very proud! We have also 

continued working hard on our writing and name ordering activities and some children have been very successful in also writing 

and ordering their surnames. Communication continues to be a strong focus for us and we have enjoyed playing a wide variety of 

Christmas games on the Grid programme on the interactive white board and communicating our choices. During Computing this 

half term, the children have been using Busy Things to create their own artwork on the iPad.  They have been exploring making 

different marks, as well as choosing and selecting different colours for their art work.  They have also started to change the paint 

effects on their pictures.   This half term in Science the children have been learning about different materials.  We have been 

exploring the textures of the materials, and matching the materials to the names.  The children have also really enjoyed exploring 

the characteristics of different materials and finding out if they sink or float when put into water.   Well done Beetle class! We wish 

all of our children and families a fantastic Christmas and New Year and look forward to continuing the great work in January. 
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Elm: This term, Elm Class have enjoyed learning about our topic Where I live and Celebrations, exploring different homes in 
our class book Where I live, matching pictures to pictures, pictures to symbols, words to words and creating sentences 
about the book in colourful semantics. In Geography, the children have explored map reading through Beebots and in 
Science, the children have been exploring and sorting different materials. In Mathematics, children have been working on 
their own individual number targets and learning about shapes. The children have particularly enjoyed our Phonics sessions 
and have absolutely wowed us with their engagement and retention of phonemes. Many of the children are now beginning to 
orally blend, or identify words orally blended by an adult. Please do practice this at home too. The children will amaze you! 
We hope you enjoyed our Christmas performance. The children absolutely love The Follow the Leader dance and enjoyed 
performing for all of the parents. Well done Elm Class! 
 
Pine: Pine class have been hard at work as always, they have been enjoying learning about different countries and seeing what 

landmarks can be found in these places. We certainly enjoyed finding out about the different cuisine from different countries. A 

particular highlight was swimming this half term. The children really looked forward to it and even those of us that had never 

experienced it loved it and showed great bravery in trying something new. The children were able to explore in the water and 

practise some swimming techniques whether it was blowing bubbles or laying on their back kicking.  Another highlight was the 

Christmas shows and getting to perform. We are so proud of the children with all the rehearsals and then performing on stage. Pine 

class have made great progress on using GRID to identify their zones of regulation. Many of the children are now choosing their 

emotion and a regulatory tool to help them.  During our Science sessions the children have been learning about different materials 

and matching items to the materials they are made of. Then learning about how ice melts and turns into water. The children made 

interesting comments during our science experiments.  On behalf of the Pine Class Team I would like to thank the parents for all 

their support and wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Fox: Fox Class have been exploring our topic, Where I Live & Celebrations. We took time to reflect on Remembrance Day and 

completed a range of activities linked to British Values. The pupils showed great maturity and respect as they observed the two-

minute silence. This half term, Fox Class have also been working hard on using the Zones of Regulation through the GRID 

programme, developing their ability to recognise and manage their emotions. During Road Safety Week, we practised how to cross 

the road safely and discussed ways to stay safe in the community, including having an awareness of stranger danger. We are very 

proud of Fox class on their journey towards independence.  
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Willow: Willow class have worked have been working really hard this term. In English - we explored a range of engaging 

storybooks this term; Blast Off (linked to space and adventure), The Christmasaurus and we also revisited the Nativity story, 

helping the children with understanding of Christmas traditions and characters. The children practised retelling stories, 

discussing characters and settings, and developing their writing skills using SVOPT. The children continued to build on the 

Phonics daily, reading and sharing their weekend news with great confidence. Mathematics – The children explored number 

bonds and used these to support their work on addition and subtraction. The children have also been busy investigating length 

and height, using both standard and non-standard units. They enjoyed plenty of practical measuring activities. Our science 

topic this term was Forces. The children explored how objects move, gravity, experimented with pushes and pulls, and 

discussed how different surfaces can affect movement. They particularly enjoyed the hands-on investigations. In Geography, 

we continued learning about the UK. The children identified the four countries of the United Kingdom, learned key facts about 

each, and explored important physical and human features. They are becoming more confident using maps and recognising 

where they live. Our Art lessons were inspired by the work of Vincent van Gogh. The children studied some of his most famous 

paintings and experimented with his distinctive brushstrokes and colour choices. Alongside this, we enjoyed a range of 

Christmas art and craft activities; centrepiece, placemats, Christmas hats, calendar, Christmas cards and Christmas ornaments. 

In RE, we discussed the question, “Why should we take care of the world?” The children thought carefully about responsibility, 

kindness, and respect for our environment. Our PSHE theme this term was Families. The children explored what makes 

families special, recognising members of their family and created a family tree. We talked about the importance of caring for 

one another and showing understanding and respect. This term included several exciting special events. Children took part in 

celebrating Children in Need with activities that encouraged kindness and generosity. During Road Safety Week, the children 

practised staying safe by learning about and practising crossing roads carefully, they enjoyed being out in the snow whilst 

practicing crossing the road safely. Nursery Rhyme Week was a particular highlight, with lots of singing and rhyming fun. In our 

class, we focused on Humpty Dumpty, Sing a song of six pence and two little dickie birds. The children engaged in fun activities 

and was able to recite rhymes. Finally, we celebrated Christmas season with crafts, stories, and enjoyed Christmas show 

performance of Jingle Bell Rock. Here’s to Wishing you all, a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
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Oak: This term In Oak Class our focus text was ‘Blast Off!’ By Malachy Doyle and Gill McLean.  We had a sensory story about 

our text, used colourful semantics to write about events in our story and answered some What? When? Where? Who? Where? 

and How? Questions about our story. In Mathematics, we learned about addition, subtraction, number bonds, sequencing and 

capacity using comparative and superlative language. In science, we learned about forces; explored floating and sinking; 

gravity; weight; air resistance and friction. In geography, we learned about the location of UK on the world map, countries that 

make the UK, their flags and capital cities. For Remembrance Day, we made a field of poppies using printing technique and for 

Guy Fawkes Night, we created pictures of fireworks in the night sky using marbles and various colours of paint. We have been 

working on our turn taking and communication skills during bucket time/attention autism and using the GRID in class and the 

children have been working hard on waiting for their turns. We have also done some work with completing TEACCH tasks and 

some of the activities have been well embraced. In outdoor learning, we have used our five senses (sight, hearing, feeling, 

smelling and tasting) to explore our outdoor areas using scavenger hunt. In Art, we learned about the life and works of Vincent 

Van Gogh and we recreated his work, ‘Starry Night’ by colouring portions and putting them together to create the whole 

picture. The last few weeks have been a flurry of Christmas activities and crafts, making baubles, hats, cards, calendars and 

rehearsals for the show. The children put on their best performance at the Christmas Show this year, singing ‘Rudolf the Red-

Nosed Reindeer’. Thank you to all who came to see us. 
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Our challenge Pathway is our Formal Pathway. Here the children have more independent methods of communication. Children 

work in small groups, paired work or independently. They continue to work on social and independent skills. 

Squirrel: This term in Squirrel class, we measured length and width using rulers in centimetres, explored capacity and practised 

column addition in maths. In literacy, we read “Blast off” and “The Christmasaurus”, used speech marks, exclamation marks and 

question marks, described pictures using our senses and wrote character description with adjectives. In art we explored the work 

of Vincent Van Gogh and in ICT we created our own digital art. In geography, we learned about the human and physical features 

of Scotland, Wales and Ireland. In Science, we learned about different forces such as push, pull, contact and non-contact forces. 

We also learned how the moon orbits the Earth and the phases of the moon. We had a fantastic trip to the Science Museum and 

had a great time looking at the different planets. 

Hedgehog:   We have had a wonderful and very busy autumn term in Hedgehog exploring our topic “Let’s Celebrate!” 

We took part in Road Safety Week and learned how to stay safe when walking or crossing roads. We talked about wearing bright 

colours, looking and listening carefully, and holding an adult’s hand.  In Science, we explored materials and their properties, they 

enjoyed seeing how materials can change when they are heated or cooled. In Maths we practised our addition and subtraction 

skills, building confidence adding and subtracting 1-digit and 2-digit numbers and solving simple problems. 

In Topic we have been learning how to read maps using a key and symbols. The children enjoyed describing features such as 

buildings, parks, and roads. We also practised using a compass to follow directions and identify north, south, east, and west. 

In Literacy we continued developing our writing skills. We focused on using verbs and making our sentences more interesting. 

We also read and explored “The Jolly Christmas Postman” – a favourite festive story that inspired letter-writing, character 

descriptions and lots of creative activities. 

In PSHE we have focused on lots of different ways of staying healthy.  We have tried out different exercises and talked about how 

they help our muscles, bones, mind and emotions. We have also looked at importance of bodily hygiene, including ordering 

instructions for how to wash our hands and keep our teeth clean. In Art we have linked to our literacy book of, ‘Look where we 

live’, to learning how to cut, stick and join using recyclable materials to create our own model buildings. In R.E. we have continued 

to explore about what different people believe about God, looking more specially at Jews, Sikhs, Muslims and Hindus. 

 

 

 

 

 

Challenge 
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Meadow: It has been a very busy yet enjoyable half term. The class have practised their road safety awareness, both in theory 

and in practice. The children revisited what they already knew about the Green Cross Code, explored what Think! Stop! Look! 

Wait! means and identified potential hazards they might encounter while out and about. Once equipped with this essential 

knowledge, they went outside to apply their skills in real-life situations. 

The class have also worked extremely hard on their Christmas show, and I’m sure you were very impressed with the final result. 

The Meadow team are so proud of them, they were simply amazing! In English, the class read Blast Off by Malachy Doyle, which 

tells the story of a group of animals who want to go to space. Using the theme of space, the children learned about postcards 

and some basic rules for writing them. They then wrote postcards to their chosen recipient about their imaginary trip to the 

moon. The class also learned more about syllables and practiced breaking words into smaller chunks while identifying vowel 

sounds. They used this skill to help them spell longer and unfamiliar words. To remember all five vowels, the children learned 

the fun phrase Angry Elephant in Orange Underpants and used their fingers to represent each vowel. During World Nursery 

Rhyme Week, the class chose a well-known rhyme and used it to learn about homophones. They found some of the words quite 

tricky, which led to many interesting discussions when deciding whether to use their, they’re, or there. In maths, the class 

focused on the topic of height and mass. The children completed a range of practical activities where they estimated and 

compared the weight of various items. They demonstrated their understanding of weight and balance by using scales accurately. 

They also practiced measuring objects in order from shortest to tallest and compared the height of items around the classroom. 

The children also used simple number sentences to record their findings and explain their reasoning. In RE, the class continued 

exploring the theme of why and how we should care for the world, learning how different religions approach this responsibility. 

They learned that Christians care for people and the Earth because God made the world and Jesus taught people to help others, 

while Hindus show care for animals and all life through kindness and respect. The class also discovered that Jewish people 

believe caring for the world is essential because it has been created by God. The children concluded that regardless of religion, 

everyone should care for the world, as this is the place we live in and looking after it is our shared responsibility. In Science, the 

children have had lots of fun learning about forces. They explored push and pull forces, gravity, friction and air resistance 

through a variety of hands-on activities. The children began predicting what they thought might happen, planning their 

investigations, completing them, and evaluating the outcomes. One of their favourite activities was making their own 

parachutes and investigating which design worked best during the air resistance lesson. During Computing, the children have 

been using Purple Mash 2Create a Story, and they have done an amazing job! They thoroughly enjoyed creating their own 

storybooks, adding their recorded voices to narrate the story alongside their pictures and written text. They also experimented 

with animation and movement to bring their stories to life. Meadow Class would like to wish you a very Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year. 
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Valley: Valley Class have had lots of fun this half-term! Our favourite day has been our visit to Fairfield Halls for the CSMA 

Christmas Concert, which was really enjoyable and festive. We have been getting ready for Christmas in class for the last two 

weeks, with loads of decorations, crafts and Christmas songs. The whole team are so proud of Valley Class for learning their Feliz 

Navidad dance routine and all joining in for the Christmas Show. In maths we have been focusing on addition and subtraction, 

developing our mental Maths methods and some of us have moved onto column addition with exchanging! We have also been 

working hard on learning our number bonds to 10, 20 and 100 off by heart. On Claire’s days, we have been learning how to 

measure length and height, using rulers and meter sticks, and we compared all of our heights with a height chart display. In 

Literacy we have focused on the story “Blast Off!” and wrote letters and packing lists for a trip to space. We have also been 

learning how to use dictionaries, and on Abbie’s days we have learned about nouns and verbs, and practiced adding more detail 

to sentences. In computing we have been making animated stories about astronauts! We have learned how to make a character 

move, add text and add our voices to our animated story. In Art we have studied and recreated Starry Night by Vincent Van Gogh 

using small brush strokes and different shades of blue paint. We have also had some fantastic practical science lessons about 

forces, which we have all really enjoyed. In Geography we have been learning about the countries which make up the United 

Kingdom, and when we studied Scotland, we all made our own tartan pattens with paper weaving.  It has been a fantastic half 

term, and we can’t wait to see what the children achieve in the new year! 

Lake: Lake Class have had a fantastic term.  In Literacy we read the book The hundred decker rocket and designed and wrote 

about the different floors that we would have in our own, such as a disco room, a football room and even a swimming room. We 

have also read the books, The Christmasaurus and the Jolly Christmas Postman and have completed sequencing and 

comprehension work linked to them. We have been using adjectives more in our writing to make it more interesting and have 

been doing a lot of sentence structure work.  We have also been growing the grapheme in phonics using the ‘ay’ sound and 

knowing the different spellings such as ‘eigh’ ‘ai’ and ‘a-e’. In Maths we have been measuring different objects using rulers and 

meter rulers. Some of the children have been working on four- and five-digit column addition and subtraction calculations with 

exchanging.  They have also been learning about fractions and adding fractions with the same denominator. We have also been 

working out number and money word problems using addition and subtraction. In PSHE we have been thinking about who is in 

our immediate and extended family and have completed associated work with this. In Science we have been learning about 

different forces, planning our own investigations and then carrying them out.  We experimented with dropping objects to explore 

gravity as a force that pulls objects down to earth and how we can support them to stop from being pulled. We also explored 

magnetism and discovered it was a non-contact force as we were able to move objects without touching them. To investigate 

friction, we experimented with different surfaces on a ramp, observing as pushed a small car down the ramp to see which car 

went faster, slower or even stopped completely due to friction. Finally, we made different sized parachutes to observe air-

resistance, taking them outside to test whether a larger or smaller area of parachute fell faster or slower, then writing up 

our findings.  In Art we have been focusing on Van Gogh as an artist and in particular his painting, ‘The Starry Night’. We talked 

about the different colours, landscape features and brush techniques we could see. We identified he had used swirls, straight 

lines, wavy lines, dots, dabs and dashes and experimented using paint to make similar patterns. Afterwards, we made our own 

versions of the painting, choosing appropriate colours and using the brush techniques we had explored earlier.  

 

In Geography the class studied the other countries that make up the United Kingdom, Scotland, Wales and Northern 

Ireland.  For each country we looked at different sources of information to find out about their physical and human 

geographical features. We discussed how they were formed by nature or made by people. 

 

In R.E.  Lake class have continued to explore what it means to care for the local environment and the world around us. 

We discussed different ways we can individually care for our world, from turning out the lights to save electricity and 

turning off the tap when brushing our teeth, to planting new seeds to grow plants and recycling packaging.  

 

Christmas has definitely reached Lake class!  Every inch of the classroom is decorated and the children each took turns 

to hang baubles on the class tree. 
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Nursery Rhyme Week 
Earlier this term, we took part in Nursery 

Rhyme Week. The children celebrated in the 

joy and learning that nursery rhymes bring to 

young children by listening to a few and 

completing some fun activities on them.  

Nursery Rhymes are an important part of 

child development as they help to build 

language, memory, rhythm and early maths 

skills.  

The children loved listening to the rhymes 

and using them in activities across the week. 

Some classes build a wall as tall as they could 

for Humpty Dumpty; some classes counted 

how many blackbirds were on a pie; some 

children designed their own pirate hats; and 

other classes also practised some drumming 

and rhythm.  

We hope that you are also practising some 

nursery rhymes at home to engage your child 

in some learning.  
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This term, we also took part in the annual Road 

Safety Week  

Over the week, the children too part in a range 

of Road Safety activities. These included 

learning about different types of transport; 

how to keep safe when walking out and about 

in the winter months when it is dark; and the 

different types of road crossings.  

The children completed a range of work on 

Road Safety in their classroom including 

creating some posters on crossing the road 

safely and being safe in the car park.  

All children also learnt about the Green Cross 

Code and how to cross the road safely with all 

of the children being taken on a walk in the 

local community down to the school field 

where they practised crossing the road and 

waling safely along the pavement.  

Some of these community walks have 

continued the rest of this term with children as 

children have walked to the post box opposite 

school to post letters to Santa. We will also 

continue with our community walks in the 

Spring Term as well so that the children 

continue learning a key life skill.  

 

Road Safety Week 
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CSMA Christmas Concert: Earlier this month, our year 6 children were 

invited to the Fairfield Halls to attend the annual Croydon Schools 

Music Association Christmas Concert. Here they listened to some 

beautiful Christmas music played by an orchestra, watched a nativity 

show and a Diwali dance. They enjoyed being part of the audience and 

joined in all of the audience participation songs. Some of the staff were 

also able to see one of the old St Nicholas alumni play in the orchestra. 

The children in Lake Class also travelled by public transport to the 

Fairfield Halls. They were really sensible walking down to the Brighton 

Road and waiting at the bus stop and were really polite on the bus to 

the drive and to other passengers with many offering up their seats. We 

are so very proud of them all.  

 

St Nicholas Christmas Show: On Wednesday and Thursday last week, 

all of the children performed brilliantly in our Christmas Shows. We had 

some lovely reindeers and snowmen; a Christmas Band and passengers 

on the Christmas Train; we had some fantastic dancers and performers; 

a beautiful nativity scene and even had a class full of skiers! I am so 

proud of how well all of the children performed with most children 

making their way on stage at least once over the 2 days. The choir sang 

beautifully as always. Thank you to Gaynor and Trish for all of the hard 

work producing and rehearsing for the show, for staff for preparing the 

children and to our parents for being a wonderful audience. I hope you 

all enjoyed it as much we did.  

 

Christmas Lunch: Earlier this week, all of the staff and children enjoyed Christmas Lunch together in the hall. The children enjoyed 

feasting on turkey, roast potatoes, stuffing, Yorkshire pudding and vegetables.  They waited patiently for the food to be served to them 

and helped clear all of the plates and cutlery away. Thank you to Faye and the kitchen team for all of your hard work leading up to 

Christmas Lunch Day! 
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I just wanted to take this opportunity to thank all of our wonderful parents for the support and engagement you have given us 

this term; whether that be through the use of the E4L app; messaging on Arbor; attending coffee mornings and parents evening; 

and attending whole school events. We hope to see you at some of our Spring term events next term. 

 

This term we say goodbye to Catherine Holloway, one of our teachers, as she takes on another teaching role in January. We 

welcome to the school Kirsty Norrish and Jon Wadsworth who will work in Pine and Hedgehog class. We also welcome back 

Lorraine Bryant who will work in Dragonfly Class.  

 

Please have a wonderful Christmas break with your loved ones. Stay happy, healthy and safe and we look forward to seeing all of 

the children back on Monday January 5th 2026. 

Many Thanks 

Katie Goodwin 

Head Teacher  

Santa’s Grotto: Earlier this week, we also had a visit from Santa Claus 

in our very own Santa’s Grotto. The children loved coming got see 

Santa and giving him their list of presents this year. Santa asked them 

lots of questions about their year and if they will remember to leave 

some food out for him and his reindeer on Christmas Eve. Thanks you 

to Becky and Claire in lake Class who organized the grotto.  

Bensham Manor Choir: Yesterday we were very lucky to have a visit from the Bensham Manor Choir who came to sing 

some Christmas songs to the children. The children of St Nicholas loved seeing some of their old friends who used to come 

here and see how much they have grown. They also loved signing and clapping along to their singing.  

Christmas Post: Thank you to those 

parents who have sent in Christmas cards 

and gifts to myself and other staff. These 

have been delivered by our very own 

postman who has loved his role and has 

taken it very seriously!  


