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School News

Online Safety Week: Tuesday 10t February is the internationally recognised
Safer Internet Day, where lots of schools around the world will focus on Online
Safety with their pupils. The theme this year is all about the safe and
responsible use of Al, which is a growing concern for many parents, teachers
and children in the UK.

Our focus at St Nicholas is a little broader, we are celebrating being “Safe and
Happy Online”, and some classes will be showcasing how we learn about
online safety in the parent engagement sessions this week. Children will be able
to experience different technologies around the school, including iPads,
computers, Grid, floor robots and our fantastic immersive sensory rooms in
school. Children might be communicating and learning about what experiences
they enjoy using technology, or discussing what to do if they watch a scary
video or hear unpleasant words on Roblox for example.

We have some key online safety messages in school, which children are
learning about:

If | see something upsetting or worrying, | tell an adult
| always wear clothes when | am using technology

| ask an adult before | use technology

| don'’t talk to strangers online

| keep my passwords private
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We are also able to offer support in setting up parental controls on devices at
home. The Internet Matters website (https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-
controls/) is really helpful and can provide step-by-step instructions to support
you to set parental controls and time limits on your internet, your devices or
particular apps or games your child may be using.

As we reach another school holiday, we want to alert parents to an animated
series on You Tube which we are aware several children are watching, Happy
Tree Friends is an animation which looks relatively harmless, the show follows
the misadventures of cute anthropomorphic forest animals, who live initially
peaceful lives until they are killed or injured in sudden, usually accidental,
graphically violent incidents. These shows contain very explicit violence, for
example the skinning of characters, exposed body organs and general gore, if
you google it, it is classed as horror. Common sense media
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/website-reviews/happy-tree-friends/user-
reviews/adult suggests this is a 15+ show and it is not suitable for young
children due to the violence.

IMDB https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0770762/parentalguide/ classes the content
of violence and gore as severe with severe frightening & intense scenes. We
urge you to be aware of what your child is watching and monitor the content.
We can give advice on how to set parental controls on devices if you need help
with this.
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Important Dates:

Monday 23" February — Children
return

Monday 23" February:

Tuesday 24" February:
Wednesday 25 February —
Parents Evening

w/c 2" March — Book Week — this
includes opportunities for parents
to come in and take part in reading
activities with your child. Further
details to follow

March TBC — Coffee Morning
(theme to be confirmed)

Friday 6" March: World Book Day
w/c 9" March — Science Week
Monday 16" March: SalLT Coffee
Morning Low Tech

Tuesday 17" March: Choir singing
at the CSMA concert

Friday 27" March — Last day of
Spring Term — finish at 1:30
Monday 13 April: Children return
Monday 27t April: SaLT workshop
—Low Tech

Monday 4" May: Bank Holiday —
School Closed

Friday 8" May — VE Day

Monday 11t May: SaLT workshops
Low Tech

w/c 18" May: Parent Engagement
week

Friday 22" May: Last Day of term
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The Three Bears

Go[dllocks .

This term, our Discovery Pathway have focused on Traditional Tales for their topic called ‘Once Upon a Time’ with
children enjoying listening to and engaging with a range of stories.

Bumblebee Class: Bumblebee Class have really taken to this half terms topic of Once upon a time. We have shared
the stories of The 3 little pigs, Jack and the beanstalk and Goldilocks and the three Bears. The themes of these stories
have led us to cover mathematical concepts such as 1,2,3, and Big, medium and small as well as concepts such as
Hot and cold. The class have enjoyed drama and taking turns to play the different characters. We enjoyed Number day
last week and all dressed in math themed clothes and had a wonderful time exploring all the fantastic activities set up
in the LRC. In Outdoor learning this half term we have stuck with our story themes and hunted for bricks (stones),
twigs and straw, looked at tall beanstalk type plants and found the 3 Bears hiding.

Dragonfly Class: In Dragonfly this term we have been focusing on traditional tales including Goldilocks and the 3
Bears, the 3 Little Pigs and Jack and the Beanstalk. We have enjoyed retelling the stories using puppets and masks
and have done lots of activities to accompany these tales including artwork with different materials, exploring textures
and sensory items. For literacy we have been building our muscles! Using tweezers, threading with string and
unpeeling stickers, as well as using bingo dabbers to mark make. We have also taken part in regular dough disco
sessions to make our hands muscles strong — these all help with the children’s pre-writing skills. In addition to these
activities, we have been doing weekly ‘Squiggle whilst you wiggle’ sessions where we dance around with scarves
making circles and zigzag and large movements to help shoulder strength. We then transfer our movements from in
the air (with scarves) onto long paper using both hands. It's so much fun! During our phonics sessions the children
have been learning initial sounds of words, using games and singing along to the Silly Soup song and Bertha the bus.
Within our Math’s sessions this term we have been counting and using compare bears to match colours or make
patterns.




Ladybird Class: Ladybird class have enjoyed our topic ‘Once Upon a Time.” They have particularly enjoyed listening to
the traditional tale stories we have read- ‘The Three Little Pigs’, Jack and the Beanstalk and ‘Goldilocks and the Three
Bears’. The children have explored lots of props, puppets and sensory activities, themed around the books to retell the
stories, such as twigs, bricks, straw, beans and soil and wet and dry porridge. In Art, we have painted pigs and made
collage houses using a variety of materials. The children have also experienced making porridge and exploring dry
porridge oats. During our phonics sessions the children have been learning initial sounds of words, using games and
singing along to the Silly Soup song and Bertha the bus. This term in our Maths sessions we have been counting and
using compare bears to match colours and make patterns. We have built towers and houses with foam and different
bricks and had fun knocking them down. In Outdoor Learning the children all had a go at planting their own beans, so
we will keep you updated on how tall they grow!

Spider Class: Spider class have enjoyed our topic ‘Once Upon a Time.’ They have particularly enjoyed the stories we
read- ‘The Three Little Pigs’, ‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears’ and ‘The Gingerbread Man.’ The children have explored
sensory activities themed around the books such as twigs, bricks, straw, wet and dry porridge, cinnamon and ginger
and flour.

We have also built towers and houses with different bricks and knocked them down. In art, we have painted bears and
pigs and made collage Gingerbread Men. The children have also experienced making porridge.




This term our Key Stage 1 Explore Pathway have been looking at the topic of ‘Once upon a Time’. They have used play
and practical experiences to learn about these topics.

Giraffe Class: Giraffe Class have had a wonderful half term exploring our topic ‘Once Upon a Time”. The children have
really enjoyed diving into different traditional tales and story worlds. We started with The Ugly Duckling, thinking about
kindness, feelings and how we all grow and change. Children enjoyed using props to retell the story. We then moved onto,
the Three Little Pigs, where the class explored materials, built their own houses, and acted out the story with lots of
enthusiastic huffing and puffing! After this, we took on an underwater adventure with Tiddler, creating ocean-themed
artwork, exploring sensory trays and joining in with Tiddler’s exciting, imaginative tales. In Science, we have been learning
about different habitats and the different seasons. We have enjoyed exploring the outdoor learning area and while outside
have been pond dipping and making stone soup. We celebrated numbers week and took part in some fun activities with
friends from different classes in the LRC.

Zebra Class: This term, the children have been retelling a range of traditional tales, including The Ugly Duckling, The
Three Little Pigs, Goldilocks, and The Elves and the Shoemaker. They loved listening to the stories and acting them out.
We tasted different types and porridge and even became shoemakers for the day! To support communication and
language development, we have been using the Attention Autism approach and GRID. We have seen fantastic results,
with the children becoming more engaged and increasingly keen to communicate and make requests. In Maths, we
explored money, simple addition, and positional language. The children enjoyed practical activities that helped them
understand concepts such as counting, adding amounts, and using language like under, on top, next to, and behind. In
Science, we learned about different habitats through sensory small play, videos, and books. The children explored how
plants and animals live in different environments and shared lots of great ideas and observations. We also got creative by
making some playdough cacti and other plants by combining different materials purposefully.




Elephant Class: In Elephant class we have been looking at the topic or ‘Once upon a time’. The children have enjoyed
looking at a variety of stories which has also linked to our history topic ‘traditional tales’. We have enjoyed looking at our
core books, which were the Ugly Duckling, Puss in boots and Tiddler. The children have enjoyed re-telling the story with
props and making them come alive with the animals and accessories. In History we focused on Goldilocks and the Three
Little Pigs. The children have size ordered linking to goldilocks and have built different types of houses with sticks, straws
and bricks. In science the children have been looking at animals and their habitats. This term the children have enjoyed
taking part in clubs, meeting different children and staff. The children have all engaged well and have been excited when it
is time for clubs. The children have been looking at measure in Math’s looking at height and weight. The children have
been comparing their height and everyday objects for weight. The children have enjoyed experimenting with the
resources. We hope you all have a lovely half term and look forward to welcoming you back in.

Badger Class: Our "Once Upon a Time" theme has been full of magic and learning! Here is a look at what we have been
up to: In English, we have been reading The Ugly Duckling and Tiddler. From these stories we talked about how to be a
good friend and treat everyone with kindness, and we learned why it is so important to always tell the truth. In History and
Art, we looked at traditional tales and got creative! We made amazing 3d artwork, including homes for the three little pigs,
but unfortunately the Big Bad Wolf blew them down. We have loved learning about direction in ICT. We enjoyed playing
ed light green light. We then practised giving instructions to move Bee-Bots and the remote-control cars around the
classroom. It took lots of focus to get them to go exactly where we wanted! In Maths, we have been busy measuring! We
explored height and weight to see how things compare. We even measured ourselves to find out who the tallest and
smallest Badger. We are all growing so fast! And on that note... We also had a double celebration this half-term! Happy
Birthday to our two lovely Badgers who turned a year older.




In our Key Stage 2 Explore Classes, the topics have been ‘Old and New’ for our year 3 and 4 children and ‘Amazing Africa’ for our
year 5 and 6 children.

Lion Class: This half term, Lion class have continued with the theme Old and New. We have also been learning about
money and have created a tuck shop for snack time, where the children have been practicing recognising the different
coins and understanding the concept of exchange. The year 4’s in our class have begun their swimming lessons and have
been enjoying the water each week as they have practised kicking their legs to give them the power to propel through the
water. They have now also begun learning how to swim on their backs. In Science we have been learning about ‘Light and
Shadow’ and have been identifying natural light sources. We also conducted a shadow experiment, switching off the lights
in class and shining a torch on objects to see how we could create a shadow, before tracing around it. We have also
begun a hairdressing club which is proving to be a hit among our peers from within our pathway. The salon has been
booked solid every Wednesday! Overall, it has been a wonderful start to the year and a lovely half term, with lots more to
look forward to! Well done Lion class!

Beech Class: Beech class have enjoyed exploring our new topic ‘Amazing Africa’. The children have looked at different
countries in the continent, explored different landmarks through role play and sensory sessions and even made Jollof rice-
a signature dish much loved in Africa. In English we have continued practicing our handwriting, spellings, phonics and
reading. The storybooks we have focused on this term have been ‘The Ugly Five’, ‘Lila and the secret of rain’ and ‘We all
went on Safari’. These texts have supported our learning about African wildlife, culture and storytelling traditions. In Maths,
we have practised our money skills by identifying Great British pounds and using them in our role play toy shop. In addition
to this, we have explored subtraction, additions and multiplications. In Science, the children have looked at different types
of materials by describing and exploring their form and textures. In an experiment, the children predicted and tested which
objects would sink or float. Our focus in Art has been Olga Zavgorodyna’s African sunset. The children have enjoyed using
different types of paint and mixing them with materials such as sand to explore textures. In PSHE we are learning about
jobs and community. As part of this unit, the children dressed up as Tesco delivery drivers and delivered fruit and
vegetables around the school—a fun, hands-on way to learn about helping others in our community. The children had a
lovely trip to the Horniman Museum with their friends from Orchard class. The children were especially excited to see
African artefacts and instruments. They represented the school beautifully and demonstrated fantastic life skills throughout
the trip. | am incredibly proud of all the children for their enthusiasm, teamwork and determination this term.




River Class: It has been an incredibly busy and creative time in River Class in 2026! We began our literacy journey with As
We Grow, which led to some thoughtful discussions about the different stages of life and the various changes we all face
as we get older. We also dove into the whimsical world of Lost in the Toy Museum, following Bunting and his friends on a
wild game of hide-and-seek. To bring the story to life, the children made masks and spent time identifying and discussing
the different emotions the characters experienced throughout their adventure. Our storytelling continued with Grandma’s
House, a touching tale about a young girl searching for her grandmother. This book served as wonderful inspiration for our
role-play area and encouraged the children to get creative with their hands, resulting in some truly lovely craft houses. In
Mathematics, we have been working hard to secure our core number knowledge while venturing into new territory. The
children have started exploring the early stages of multiplication and have begun to master fractions, specifically looking at
wholes, halves, and quarters. We also had a fantastic time celebrating World Number Day with a variety of high-energy
maths games and activities. The children also started learning about money, identifying coins and then exchanging them at
the River Cafe during snack time. In History, we shifted our focus to technology to celebrate the 100th birthday of the TV!
The children shared their favourite shows, and we had an important group discussion about how television has changed
over a century, as well as the importance of finding a healthy balance with screen time. Finally, our young scientists have
been "chasing" shadows! We have been investigating the science behind how shadows are created and observing the
ways they change size and shape. It has been a joy to see the children’s curiosity flourish across all these subjects.

Orchard Class: In Orchard class our topic this term is “Amazing Africa”. We have enjoyed reading different stories based
in African countries, locating countries in Africa and looking at different habitats, animals and the difference in climate from
where we live. In English we read “Lila and the secret of the rain”, “The Ugly five” and “We are on safari”. Th children
practised story sequencing and recall and also had comprehension activities. Colourful semantics, handwriting, spelling,
phonics and reading have been ongoing, and | am very proud of all children's hard work and progress. In Maths, the
children have been looking at division, positional language and fractions. The children have really enjoyed. In Science the
children have enjoyed looking at different materials. We conducted a few experiments on objects that sink and float. The
children really enjoyed finding different things around the classroom that sink or float in water. In computing we have been
leaning about the importance of keeping safe online. We also had a chance to explore the beebots, which the children
loved. They used the iPad to navigate them around the mat. In Life skills we all have been exploring different jobs in the
class. We have washing up monitors, line leaders, chair helpers, circle time helper and also tidy up monitors. All children
have the chance to have a turn at doing each job weekly which they have enjoyed. One of the highlights of this term is our
trip to the Horniman Museum. All children made good choices and listen well to instruction to make the trip a safe and
enjoyable experience. | am very proud of Orchard class this term and | am looking forward to welcoming all children back
in the new term.




Investigate

Our Key Stage 1 Investigate Classes have been following the topic of ‘Once Upon a Time’ using sensory experiences to engage and
learn.

Caterpillar Class: Happy New Year! The children were so excited to be back at school and kicked off 2026 by creating
colourful handprints to celebrate a fresh start together. Our new topic, “Once Upon a Time,” began with the classic story
The Ugly Duckling, where the children enjoyed creating beautiful duck artwork and exploring sensory maths through
number activities inspired by Five Little Ducks, recognising and investigating numbers to 5. In History, we explored
traditional tales and became busy builders while recreating houses from The Three Little Pigs using a range of materials.
We then dived under the sea with Tiddler, making our very own underwater sensory bags — lots of creativity and
excitement! Science has been full of hands-on learning as we explored seasons, plants and habitats through engaging tuff
tray activities. The children designed sensory trees to represent each season and showed great care while planting and
nurturing their own cress. In PSHE, we continued to explore emotions — thinking about what makes us feel calm and
happy — and decorated “kind hands” using different textures and materials to celebrate kindness. We also experienced
some big moments together; sadly saying goodbye to one of our friends, while also celebrating two wonderful birthdays!

We are really looking forward to ending the term by seeing you all at our parent engagement session, and we’re
excited to discover what our next topic will bring!

Butterfly Class: This half term, our topic has been “Once Upon a Time,” and Butterfly Class have fully immersed themselves
in the magical world of traditional tales. The children have loved exploring classic stories such as The Ugly Duckling, Puss
in Boots, and Hansel and Gretel. Each tale has sparked communication opportunities, imaginative play, and creative
activities. One of our highlights was making our very own gingerbread house inspired biscuits, linked to Hansel and Gretel.
The children used communication boards to make choices and carefully decorated their creations, showing great attention
to detail and plenty of enthusiasm. We also spent time learning about the features of traditional story settings, including
enchanted forests and castles. Dressing up as favourite story characters brought these tales to life even more. In Math’s,
our focus has been on measure. We have explored capacity by experimenting with different containers, filling, tipping, and
pouring to compare how much each one can hold. The children have also been practising ordering objects by size. It has
been a fantastic half term full of imagination, creativity, and hands-on learning. Well done, Butterfly Class!




Our Key Stage 2 Investigate Classes have been following the topic of ‘Amazing Africa’ and have used
sensory experiences and communication to engage and learn.

Ocean Class: Ocean Class have had a wonderful return to school. We have been exploring our topic ‘Amazing
Africa’. We have looked at where we can locate Africa and what makes Africa so special. We further studied
and recreated Olga Zavgorodnya’s painting linked to our science lessons on shadows- Please keep a look out
on Evidence for Learning for children’s final products. In History we have been exploring Technology Old and
New, where we have explored what phones look like now and what they used to look like. In PSHE we have
been looking at how we can keep clean and children have been revisiting hand washing and the importance of
keeping clean and healthy. A highlight of our half term has been our class school trip. Children visited Tesco
with their shopping lists as part of Our Maths and Life Skills curriculum. Children in Ocean class, created a
shopping list, shopped for our items and exchange money to buy our items. We are very proud of all our
children, and it was such a lovely experience for us all. Please keep an eye out in children bags they have
made all their families valentine day cards. We discussed love and who loves us and each child has made you
a ‘my heart bursts for you’ card. We all hope you have a wonderful half term, and we look forward to seeing
you after the break- Ocean Class Team

Forest Class: In Forest Class we have been enjoying our topic ‘Amazing Africa’ and especially our sensory
story ‘The Ugly Five’ where we like to feel the textures of different animals. In Art we explored mixing reds,
oranges and yellows to make African sunset pictures. In science we had fun making shadows and looking at
light and dark using torches to shine through different materials to see what they look like and what we can see
through them. In Math’s we looked at money by finding hidden coins in the sensory tray and using pennies to
buy snacks in our ‘shop’. We love number songs and have been practising our counting every day! We have

also been learning about fractions and cutting objects in half. In PHSE we reminded ourselves that we are all .
special and had an enjoyable (and messy) time looking for our photos placed on stars and hidden under glitter
and flour! Everyone in Forest class loves using the sensory circuits in the mornings where we practise
climbing, spinning, jumping and running.




Adventure

Grasshopper: Grasshopper Class has enjoyed a positive start to the Spring term. Our Once Upon a Time topic has been
explored through sensory story sessions. The children engaged with The Ugly Duckling through visuals, objects, sounds,
and simple role play. We celebrated Number Day with number-themed sensory play, counting, matching, and practical
activities. The children enjoyed exploring numbers and shapes in a fun and relaxed way. In Science, we focused on the
seasons, exploring weather changes through sensory play, songs, and outdoor experiences. We also learned about
plants by exploring leaves, flowers, and other natural materials. We have also started our weekly clubs, which run every
Thursday afternoon. The children take part in Attention Autism, Sensory Play, Dance, and Life Skills clubs, mixed across
different year groups within our Adventure Pathway. This supports social interaction and provides opportunities for new
experiences. Grasshopper Class has shown great enthusiasm, and we are very proud of their progress.

Beetle: In Beetle class we have enjoyed exploring the topic or ‘Once upon a time’, looking at a variety of stories linked to
our history topic ‘traditional tales’. We have been working hard on developing our focusing skills through a range of
exciting bucket and Attention Autism session, the ones where we get messy have been a firm favourite. We had great
fun during number week engaging in a range of sensory number activities. During Internet safety week we focused on
asking an adult for help when pop-ups appear and the children enjoyed creating their own iPad screen with their
favourite apps. During Computing this half term, the children have been using remote control ‘Clever cats’ which has
been introducing the children to basic programming. The cats move forward, backwards, spun around and emitted
meows when stroked. The children have thoroughly enjoyed exploring with the ‘Clever cats’. Unfortunately, it has been
raining during our outdoor learning sessions so we have not been able to explore the learning area, but this half term in
Science the children have been learning about plants. They grew their own ‘Beans in a bag’ and we observed the
changes over the weeks. We looked at the bean seeds, the roots, the stems and the leaves that had grown bigger each

week. The children have also been painting their own dandelions and labelling the different parts. This half term we
began our adventure pathway clubs, the children have all enjoyed going to the different sessions which follow their
interests and are always excited about attending them on Thursday afternoons. Well done Beetle Class!

Fox: Fox Class have had a lovely half term so far, our topic is Old and New. The children continue to develop and show
growing maturity and independence. We visited the Museum of East Surrey in Caterham, where the children explored a
range of old artefacts. They used a typewriter to practise forming words and explored size and sequencing using Russian
dolls. The children behaved exceptionally well in this new environment, and the museum staff were very impressed with
their conduct. After visiting the museum, we went to the new McDonald’s. The children were able to sit among members
of the public and demonstrated excellent stranger danger awareness. They also showed confidence and independence
by enjoying their food outside of familiar surroundings. In PE the children have continued to develop their spatial
awareness, they are able to travel along equipment with co-ordination. The children have used scooters to navigate
around the hall with control and speed.




Elm Class: EIm class have enjoyed our topic Old and New, and have explored old and new toys in their History lessons. In
Reading, the children have explored a sensory story version of Lost in the Toy Museum, by David Lucas. The children
have role played the story, imagining toys coming to life at night, have matched photos to symbols, looked at word shape
and initial letters to match words to symbols, made sentences about the plot using colourful semantics and uplevelled
their sentences by adding adjectives (describing words). In Mathematics, the children have been learning about money.
Within the context of money, children have been making repeated additions to make an amount by counting in 1p, 2p or
10p coins. The children have then exchanged an amount to buy a special treat at the class tuck shop. In science the
class having been learning about light and dark, making shadow puppets to block out light (opaque), identifying sources
of light (sun, stars, torch etc which are ‘producers’) as well as learning about objects which ‘reflect’ light (e.g. mirrors and
the moon). They loved the hands-on experience of exploring many of these objects and then sorted them into the criteria
or producer/reflector). Well done EIm Class!

Pine Class: Pine Class have been very busy this half term. Our topic is Old and New and we have enjoyed listening and
joining in with stories about old and new toys. We have been sequencing events from the stories and looking at the
differences between old and new toys. In science we have been learning about light and shadows where we have been
creating lanterns, exploring shadow puppets and making bulbs and buzzers work in an electrical circuit. In Maths we
have been practising repeated addition and using this to help us make different totals using money. We have also been
learning about fractions and how to find a half and a quarter of a shape.
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Willow: Our Geography topic this term was Amazing Africa. The children explored the continent of Africa, learning
about its countries, landscapes, cultures and traditions. In Mathematics, the children have been developing their
number skills through: Money — recognising coins and notes, counting money and solving simple money problems.
Multiplication — learning multiplication facts 2s, 5s, and 10s and using repeated addition. Fractions — finding halves
and quarters of shapes and quantities In Science, we explored different materials and their properties, such as
hardness, flexibility and absorbency. The children investigated how materials can change, for example through
melting, bending and mixing, and learned to describe and name the different types of material; sorting into natural
and man-made materials. Our focused story books were: The Ugly Five, Lila and the Secret of Rain, Mama Panya’s
Pancakes. Using these stories, the children practised sequencing events, retelling stories in the correct order and
answering comprehension questions to show understanding. They also discussed characters and settings in
each book. The children continue to take part in daily phonics sessions, where they practised recognising sounds,
blending to read words and segmenting to spell. In SPaG lessons, the children focused on: Identifying nouns,
verbs and adjectives. Punctuating sentences using capital letters and full stops. PSHE topic was Jobs and
Community. The children learned about different jobs people do and how they help the community. The children
enjoyed cooking Jollof Rice and Somalian Nafaqo. This linked with our Geography topic and allowed the children
to explore food from different cultures while developing practical life skills. In Life Skills sessions, the children
learned how to tidy their bedroom, including: Folding clothes, hanging clothes neatly and making their bed. The
children also went on an exciting trip to the Horniman Museum, where they explored artefacts, exhibits and displays
that linked closely with our learning, particularly our Geography topic — Amazing Africa.

Oak: In Oak class, we have enjoyed our learning about our new topic ‘Amazing Africa’. The children have looked at
different continents and specifically at Africa being the second biggest and with the most countries. We explored the
different habitats and landmarks and learned about Nelson Mandela and his fight against apartheid. We cooked our
version of a signature dish much loved in Africa (jollof rice) and the children enjoyed eating it. In Literacy, our focus
texts were ‘The Ugly Five’ and ‘Lila and the Secret of Rain’ which the children have enjoyed so much. The books
have exposed us to the culture of storytelling in parts of Africa. We have continued practising our handwriting,
phonics and reading. In Maths, we have practised our money skills by identifying Great British money (pence and
pounds) and using them in our role play ‘one stop’ shop. We have also enjoyed learning about skip counting leading
to multiplication and fair sharing leading to fractions. In Science, we explored different properties and changes in of
materials and how they change — the various types of materials and what they are used for; their textures, ability to
change shape and absorption; effect of heat on materials, reversible and irreversible reactions. In Art, we have
focused on Olga Zavgorodyna - learning about her life and works, we particularly focused on her painting of the
African sunset. The children have enjoyed making their version using painting and collage techniques. We went to
the Horniman Museum with our friends from Willow and Valley classes. We enjoyed the journey and were excited to
see African artefacts and instruments. We had our lunch in a private room which was amazing and demonstrated

very good social skills throughout the trip.
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Challenge

Squirrel: This term our topic has been Amazing Africa. The children explored different African countries in Geography,
investigated states of matter through simple experiments in Science and enjoyed reading The Ugly Five and Lila and
The Secret Rain in literacy, where they developed skills in using adjectives to describe characters and settings,
sequencing events, comprehension and making inferences. In Maths, they learned positional and directional language
and began exploring times tables and fractions. In Art, children created their own African drums inspired by African
patterns and designs, showing great creativity and enthusiasm throughout this half term.

Hedgehog: In Hedgehog class we have really enjoyed this half-term exploring ‘Old and New’. In history we have looked
at how technology has changed through time, finding out about how transport, writing and audio devices. We enjoyed
watching old video footage of the first bicycles, aeroplanes, cars and boats worked and how they are different in our
modern age. We also placed out different communication and audio devices along a timeline to see the changes over
time, and even got to explore the real devices, noting how small an mp3 player when placed next to an older Sony
Walkman. In Literacy our focus texts were, ‘Grandma’s house’, ‘Lost Toy Museum’, ‘As we grow’ and ‘Mr Gumpy’s
Motor Car’. The children were fascinated with the fold out attic in ‘Grandma’s house’ full of old toys, and how the thin
wheels on Mr Gumpy’s car didn’t help it when it was stuck in the mud. When reading, ‘As we grow’ we discussed how
we have changed over time, from what we could do as a baby, to what we could do now and then what we wanted to be
when we grew up. We have practised adding describing words and time language to our sentences, describing old toys
and writing about in the ‘past’, and ‘now’. In Maths we started by revisiting money and coins, first by labelling and
naming them up to £2 coins, noting the differences and similarities, then using them to pay for items in a shop. We used
1ps initially, making sure we were counting them out accurately, then introducing how to use 2ps 5ps and 10ps to pay
for more expensive items. We then learnt about sharing sets of objects equally, discussing how it needs to be fair. The
children were introduced to the language of ‘groups’ and ‘sets’ linking to simplified division and multiplication. Taking this
further we have investigated doubling and the fractions of a half, thirds and quarters. We used the ‘bar model’ to help
record our sharing with numbers. In science we have investigated the concepts of ‘light and dark’, looking at different
sources or light, and sorting them into natural or man-made sources. We explored further what the sun does for us by
looking at how it helps us to live, from growing our food and keeping us warm, to giving us light to see. We made our
own sunglasses to help us look at why it is important not to look directly at the sun. Using torches, we experimented with
how light travels through some objects by shining the light through different materials and sorting them into translucent,
transparent or opaque. Digging a little deeper we examined how light travels in a straight line and if you place opaque
objects in front of it, you can make shadows. We experimented with how to make shadows smaller or larger by moving
the torches and marking down the different size shadows we could make.In Computing we have been looking at our
keyboard skills, practicing finding letters to type our name and then working on writing other words quickly. In Art the
children have also been looking at old and new, by comparing famous artists from the past and present, for instance,
‘Van Gogh’ and ‘Banksy’ and then recreated pictures in the style of these artists. They have then explored how art has
changed over time using tools and materials to reflect different artistic periods.




Meadow: Meadow Class has enjoyed an exciting half term full of hard work and fun. The class celebrated Maths Week,
during which they engaged in a range of activities across different maths topics such as number and place value,
addition and subtraction, fractions, measurement, and geometry. The children practised their times tables using a
multiplication spinning wheel and learnt how to complete column multiplication for larger numbers. The children have
also had the important responsibility of delivering fruit and vegetables to all the classes across the school. Their job was
to collect a trolley from the kitchen, collect the produce from the office, and deliver it to the classrooms. The children
wore Tesco T-shirts and, | am very proud to say, they took this task extremely seriously. Well done, Meadow Class! In
English, the class read The Ugly Five by Julia Donaldson and Lila and the Secret of Rain by David Conway. While
exploring the stories, the children used the texts to practise their grammar skills. The class focused on identifying verbs
and changing them into the past tense, including both regular and irregular verbs. This proved challenging at times,
which led to some interesting invented verbs such as ‘teached’ or ‘runed’. The children were then encouraged to write a
short narrative using the past tense consistently and avoiding switching between tenses. While practising these skills,
they were prompted to include subordinating conjunctions and expanded noun phrases to make their writing more
engaging for the reader. Throughout the process, the children were encouraged to say their sentences aloud before
writing to ensure they made sense and to avoid repetition. In Maths, the children worked on position and direction,
fractions, and multiplication. The class absolutely loved learning about position and direction, as it involved lots of
movement and fun, practical activities. The children had to remember up to three-step instructions at once before
moving and found this challenging yet funny. In fractions, the class explored how to find a fraction of a number, as well
as adding and subtracting fractions. For multiplication, the children had a great time using games and times tables
songs to help them practise, and they enjoyed working together and trying to beat their own scores. We definitely have
some fantastic Scientists in Meadow Class! We have been learning about changes in materials and their properties
during this half term, and the children have been amazing at recalling key information and facts. This included learning
about different states of matter, for example, solids. liquids and gases. The children explored what each state looks like
and what happens to particles when they are heated or cooled. They even pretended to be the particles themselves to
demonstrate these changes to their classmates. During cooking this half term, the children have been practising cutting
safely with a knife. We made some delicious Crumpet pizza planets, which the children thoroughly enjoyed eating.
They practised their cutting skills with different foods to use as toppings. They also made Roman pillar pasta (spaghetti
in a tomato and vegetable sauce), where they demonstrated how to cut vegetables safely. Last but not least, the class
has been practising for the Book Week show and are very enthusiastic when it is time to rehearse. Meadow Class

would like to wish you a lovely half-term.




Valley: Valley class have had lots of fun learning about Africa as part of the “Amazing Africa” topic this half term. In
English, we have read books about African people and animals, including “The Ugly Five” which is about appreciating
the positive things about some of the less popular safari animals, “We’re All Going on Safari” and “Lila and the Secret of
Rain”. We have been honing our reading comprehension skills and writing information texts about different African
animals. In Geography we have been learning about different countries in Africa, looking at maps and talking about
climate and different animal habitats. In Science, we have been learning about solids, liquids and gases and have been
taking part in some fun hands-on experiments like melting chocolate! And in Computing, we have been developing our
coding skills on Purple Mash — each child has made their own animated scene with multiple characters moving and
making sounds. In Maths we have been continuing to build our number skills, focusing on addition and subtraction
methods and also learning about fractions. In geometry lessons we have been practicing using and following position
and direction language. One week, we dressed as Beebots and followed directions all around the school. We
particularly enjoyed Number Day and visited the LRC for some fun number activities to celebrate. Some of our
highlights this half term have been making our fantastic African Drums which have involved papier Mache, painting and
using a glue-gun, but also our fantastic trip to the Horniman Museum, where we saw some fascinating African artefacts,
musical instruments and we also got to see some animals in the outdoor areas.

Lake: In Lake class our Geography topic is Amazing Africa. We have been learning about different countries from the
continent of Africa. We learnt about different African countries e.g. their climate, languages, population, landmarks,
flags and capital cities. The children also cooked Jollof rice which is a Nigerian rice dish. In Science, the children have
been learning about different ‘States of Matter’. The children have been conducting lots of experiments to explore how
materials change e.g. into solids, liquids or gases. The children used their prediction skills to predict what would
happen to the different materials when they were heated or frozen. After the experiments they analysed their findings
and wrote about how they conducted the experiments.
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Other school news

Clubs: We have been delighted to start clubs again in the afternoons in the explore pathway. This is an opportunity
for children to spend time with children from other classes and engage in different activities. Children have been
able to choose from different options and mix with other children in their key stage. While these sessions allow
children to explore different social groups, they also support them to develop their confidence and experience
activities outside of their core curriculum.

Our Key stage 1 clubs have been — lego, pamper, drama games and dance
Our Key stage 2 clubs have been — mindful colouring, movie club, art and hairdressing.

Numbers Day: We celebrated Number Day, where the children took part in fun Maths activities and challenges,
helping to build confidence and enjoyment in mathematics

Child Mental Health Week: This week we have been recognising Children’s Mental Health Week. The focus this
week has been belonging and we have loved seeing the creative ways students have been able to express where
they feel they belong.

Have a lovely Half term break. We look forward to seeing the children return on Monday 23" February.
Katie Goodwin I

Head teacher




