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Spring 2 Newsletter

School News

Dear All,

It has been lovey to finally come into some longer, brighter days as we enter
Spring. Despite this only being a short term, we have packed of fun learning,
themed weeks and days and parent engagement activities. Many of our
classes have gone on trips to museums, local parks, supermarkets, the Fire
Station and to a local market. This has not only educated the children in
hands on experiences, that deepen their understanding, but they also foster
social skills and confidence. | hope you enjoy reading about our busy half
term in our newsletter.

Reading Week: Our Book Week celebration was a truly joyful and
enriching experience, filled with opportunities for the children to
explore exciting stories and discover new worlds.

Throughout the week, the children immersed themselves in a wide
range of books, sparking their imagination and curiosity. Visits to the
library gave them the chance to explore different texts and develop a
love for reading in a calm and engaging environment.

A particular highlight was the sensory storytelling sessions, where
stories were brought to life through sounds, textures and interactive
elements. These sessions allowed all children to access and enjoy
storytelling in a meaningful and memorable way.

The week was filled with creative and interactive activities inspired
by story books. From role play and storytelling to hands-on crafts,
the children were encouraged to express their ideas and connect
with the stories in their own unique ways.

We were also treated to a special theatre performance presented by
our Challenge classes. The performance was fantastic and
captivated the audience, showcasing the children’s confidence,
creativity and enthusiasm.

It was an amazing week, and it was wonderful to see how much the
children enjoyed themselves. Their excitement and engagement
throughout the celebration truly highlighted the magic and
importance of books.
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Important Dates:

Monday 13" April: Children return
Monday 27" April: SaLT workshop -
Low Tech

Monday 4" May: Bank Holiday -
School Closed

Friday 8" May: VE Day

Monday 11" May: SalLT workshops -
Low Tech

W/c Monday 18" May: Science week
and parent engagement

Monday 25" May- Friday 29*" May :
Half Term

Monday 1°* June: INSET for teachers -
School Closed to pupils

Tuesday 2" June: Children return
Thursday 11" June: Year 6 photos
w/c 15" June: International/World Cup
Week

w/c 15" June: Sports day — more
details to follow

w/c 22" June: Art week

Thursday 25" June: M&M Productions
—Treasure Island

w/c 29" June: Year 6 Activity Week
Friday 3" July: Year 6 sleepover

w/c 6" July: School Picnic week — more
details to follow

Friday 10" July: St Nick’s Got Talent
Monday 13" July: Reports to parents
Friday 17" July: Year 6 Leavers
Assembly

Friday 17™ July: Last day of term —
Finish at 1:30

Monday 20" July: INSET - school
closed to pupils
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Discovery

This term, our Discovery Pathway have focused on the topic ‘Are we there yet?’ where they have learnt
primary about different types of transport.

Spider Class: Spider class have really enjoyed our topic ‘Are We There Yet?’ They have particularly enjoyed our stories ‘The
Journey Home from Grandpas’ and ‘We All go Travelling By’ Through this, they have learnt different transport names and
colours. The children have enjoyed using vehicles to make tracks with paint, in sand and in oats. Spider class have explored
activities such as matching vehicle shapes, matching vehicle puzzles, counting vehicles and using the cars and car garage.
They also really enjoyed World Book Day Week and participating in different reading activities. It was lovely to see them dressed
up in their costumes and they certainly like seeing the adults dressed up!! The children have really loved seeing and watching
the chicks that we have had in school. They have been fascinated by them and enjoyed seeing them grow. We hope you

enjoyed seeing the photos of this on Evidence for Learning. The children have participated in Easter activities such as
matching eggs, designing their own Easter Egg and making an Easter card. We wish you a very happy and restful Easter and

look forward to the Summer term in school.

Bumblebee Class: Bumble bee class have enjoyed our topic ‘Are We There Yet?’ where we have looked at different modes of
transport. The stories from Barefoot Books are all very catchy songs too so the class have really engaged well with them. Using
cross curricular learning we have used the themes and story in both maths and literacy covering counting, shapes, colours.
Prepositions, colourful semantics and more. This time of year is also exciting as we have the eggs that we watch hatch and
then have chicks in school to observe for 2 weeks. The children’s awe and wonder (and adults) is so lovely to witness and being
able to touch and hold the chicks is a lovely experience with a multitude of learning opportunities. We are looking forward to
Easter and will have lots of activities in the week before we break up and before that we are excited about Red Nose day.
Wishing you all a lovely break as we prepare for a busy last summer term.

Ladybird Class: Wow this half term has flown by so quickly but we have packed in a lot of fun learning! We have been
focusing on transport, we have been listening to some great stories for the topic, including our favourite one ‘UP, UP, UP’ all
about a hot air balloon looking down at everything on earth. The children have enjoyed making their own hot air balloons to
decorate the classroom. We enjoyed dressing up for World Book Day and Red Nose Day and did lots of fun arts and crafts
relating to the themes. In Maths we have been focusing on shapes and have explored 2D and 3D shapes — made shape sponge
patterns, decorated shape biscuits, went on a shape walk and played the matching shapes game. We loved having the Chicks
at school to visit daily and we were very gentle at holding them. Michelle even took them home to see her children! Finally, we
have been making lots of Easter treats and arts and crafts. Wishing you all a wonderful Easter break from Ladybirds.

Dragonfly Class: This half term has been all about transport, we have been listening to some great stories for the topic,
including our favourite one ‘UP, UP, UP’ all about a hot air balloon looking down at everything on earth. The children have
enjoyed making their own hot air balloons to decorate the classroom door. We enjoyed dressing up for World Book Day and
Red Nose Day. In Maths we have been focusing on shapes and have explored 2D and 3D shapes — made shape sponge
patterns, decorated shape biscuits, went on a shape hunt, and practiced drawing them on the interactive whiteboard. We also
had a go at programming light up Beebots which was such fun! We had some exciting visitors come to stay at the school - The
chicks! The children visited them daily to watch them grow from hatching out of the egg to lovely cute fluffy chicks. And finally,
we celebrated Eid, and our very own Asmat decorated the staffs’ hands with Henna and the children with paint.
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Our Explore Pathway learn through play or engage in practical experiences in their learning to generalise and transfer skills.
Children also work on their social and communication skills through these experiences.

Giraffe Class: Giraffe Class have had another wonderfully busy and exciting half term! To celebrate Pancake Day, we
enjoyed making our own pancakes and choosing delicious toppings. In cooking we also decorated biscuits to reflect
different emotions, using the Zones of Regulation to help us express and understand our feelings. Our topic this term is,
‘Are We There Yet?’ The children have loved looking at Google Earth, to find where they live and to travel across the world to
different countries. In PSHE, our focus has been on stranger danger and learning how to identify a safe stranger. The
children have begun to understand how to keep themselves safe in different situations and have enjoyed role playing the
stranger and child. In English, we used the stories The Train Ride and Handa’s Surprise to inspire our writing and creative
activities. In Maths, we have been learning all about time. The children have explored the days of the week and months of
the year, using songs, sorting activities and practical games to help them remember the correct order. We also began
looking at how time helps us in our daily routines and why sequencing events is important. In Science, we have been
learning all about our five senses. The children became real-life detectives, searching for hidden picture clues around the
school using their sense of sight. We also had an exciting tasting session, where we tried to be brave and taste some new
and interesting foods! One of the biggest highlights of the term was our fantastic trip to the Horniman Museum, which we
shared with Badger Class. The children explored the museum exhibits, visited the aquarium, met the animals on the
Animal Walk and enjoyed some time playing in the beautiful gardens. Giraffe Class have worked hard this half term and we
wish you a restful Easter holiday.

Zebra Class: This half-term, we explored the books “Handa’s Surprise” and the “Train Ride”. The children have been
especially engaged with our focus on the Train Ride, where we created train numbers by counting in twos and also made
sponge trains in Arts. Also in Maths, the children have been challenging themselves to count beyond 10, up to 30; finding
one more and one less of numbers and doing basic addition. Throughout March, we have also focused on exploring
shapes. The children have been learning how to combine shapes to create new ones, as well as identifying shapes in the
environment. They have been encouraged to notice similarities between shapes and objects they see around them. We

had a fantastic time celebrating World Book Day. The children really enjoyed taking part in The Rainbow Fish sensory story
and showed great creativity when making their own coral using different types of pasta. In PSHE we learnt how to wash our
hands properly. To make this memorable, we used glitter to represent germs and followed effective handwashing
techniques, using a song as a prompt to guide the children through the process. The children are now keener to wash their
hands, showing some understanding of personal hygiene!
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Elephant Class: This term in Elephant class we have enjoyed looking at our topic of ‘Are We There yet?’. In English we
have focused on the stories The train ride and Handa’s surprise to help the children to explore journeys, transports and
different ways we travel. In Maths the children have listened and sang many number songs to support their
understanding of numbers. We have also been looking at time by ordering the days of the week and simple everyday
routines. The children have been fascinated by the chicks in school. The children had an opportunity to watch them
hatch, gently touch them and even hold them which they were very excited about. The children have also been looking at
their five senses and how we use them. The children have had fun exploring google earth, finding different places such as
their home, school and local shops. The children have enjoyed looking at the different modes of transport and how we
use them. The children have engaged in a variety of easter activities such as making cards, bunnies and having a mini

easter egg hunt in the classroom. We wish you a very happy and restful Easter and look forward to the Summer term in
school.

Badger Class: What an incredible few weeks we have had in Badger Class! Our theme, "Are we there yet?", has taken us
on some wonderful adventures both inside and outside the classroom. We have been inspired by two "big books" this
term: The Train Ride and Handa'’s Surprise. To bring these stories to life, we created our very own "Badger Junction" train
station! The children have had so much fun role-playing as passengers and staff—pretending to sell tickets, check
timetables, and set off on imaginary journeys to far-off lands. It has been wonderful to see their imaginations at work! In
Science, we turned into detectives to explore our five senses. We used our:

e Sight: Went on a "Sight Tour" around the school to spot things we usually walk right past and could they spot
anything new?

e Taste: Sampled the delicious tropical fruits from Handa's Surprise. We talked about our favourites. The sweet
mangoes and juicy pineapples were big hits!

e Smell, Touch & Hearing: We explored strange textures, identified mysterious smells, and practiced our listening
skills by dancing to different rhythms and guessing sounds/ instruments from around the world.

The absolute highlight of our half-term was our trip to the Horniman Museum with our friends in Giraffe Class. It was a
day packed with discovery! We marvelled at the colourful fish in the aquarium, enjoyed the animal walk and explored the
beautiful gardens. A proud moment was when we received a lovely compliment about how beautifully the children sat
during lunchtime. They represented our school perfectly! We couldn't end the term without some party spirit! We
celebrated two Badger birthdays this half-term. A huge Happy Birthday to our newest 6- and 7-year-olds; we hope you

had a magical day! Badger Class would like to wish everyone a restful break. We can't wait to see what our next
adventure brings!
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Lion Class: This term in Lion class, we have been very busy! We have continued with our topic ‘Old and New’, learning
about the Romans as well as some local History and artefacts. As a part of our exploration, we had the opportunity to go
on a trip to the East Surrey Museum which is dedicated to the preservation and display of artefacts, photographs and
documents, relating to the history of East Surrey. There, we were able to play with and engage with artefacts from the
stone age, right up to WW2. We then ended our trip with something new: a visit to McDonald’s, where they threw us a
little party! In Maths, we have focussed on our counting and number recognition, further consolidating what we knew and
adding to our understanding. We have also been learning about our senses in science and how we use them all every
day. We enjoyed having our classroom turned into a sensory experience with different stations, each attributed to a
particular sense. We were able to touch, taste, feel, smell and see a variety of objects. We were excited to welcome the
chicks again this year and Enjoyed watching them hatch and grow (they grow so fast!). Overall, it has been another
fantastic term! Have a wonderful Easter break Lion class!

River Class: River class have had a fantastic half term. We Have enjoyed Learning about the Romans and in our English
sessions, we have been focusing on the book ‘Have you heard about the Romans?’ by M.M Nestor. We have enjoyed
discussing the different Characters in the story, and describing what we see. In our Maths sessions, we have focused on
Geometry i.e. Big and small, Heavy and Light. We have used resources such as weighing scales and measuring tapes to
carry out experiments using classroom items. There have been many special events for us to enjoy this half term such as
our reading week parent engagement session, and Red Nose Day, where we ‘dressed funny for money’. We hope you all
have a very enjoyable Holiday, and look forward to seeing you in the new term!
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Beech Class: Beech class have a great term continuing with our topic 'Amazing Africa’. The children have enjoyed their
specialised sessions with our Art lead by exploring tie dye and pottery. In addition to this, the children have had the
opportunity to work with fabric from Ghana, mixing textures to make pyramids, African masks and printing. In celebration
of book week, the children visited Croydon library and Queens Garden for some much-deserved outdoor play. In the
library the children were able to independently choose a book to read by themselves or with an adult. Not only were they
able to explore the library, but they also made friends with children from other schools. In English we have read
storybooks, 'The Ghanaian Goldilocks', 'Giraffes can't dance' and 'We're going on a Lion Hunt'. We have answered
qguestions, written SVOP's and character description work based on the books. The children have also continued with
their phonics, handwriting, spellings and reading sessions each week. In Maths, we have looked at addition, subtraction,
number formations, number recognition, multiplication and fractions by sharing. In Science we have explored solids,
liquids and gas by identifying which substances classifies as each property. The children have had the opportunity to
watch with excitement, the chicks hatch and grow. They were able to sequence the life cycle and answer further
questions about the process. Daily beech class have practised, their life skills by displaying good communication skills
during our social and communication groups, practising washing our face and hands in the morning after magic break
among other things. We will be looking forward to our Easter Egg hunt and party using positional language to seek out
those hidden treats. Well done Beech for such a great term! We wish you a Happy Easter.

Orchard Class: This term we have continued with our topic Amazing Africa. In English the children have really enjoyed
the books we have looked at these included Giraffes Can’t Dance, We’re Going on a Lion Hunt and Ghanaian Goldilocks.
We have been working on our sentence building and structure making sure we write on the line, use full stops and capital
letters. They have also been working on comprehension, story sequencing and character descriptions. In Maths the
children have been working on multiplication, sharing, fractions, measurements as well as number formation and
number formation. All children are working really hard and doing really well with this. In science we have been looking at
solids, liquids and gases by identifying which substances classifies as each property. We also haven been looking at the
life cycle of a chick as we have had chicks in school. All children really enjoyed visiting the chicks and watching hatch
and grow. In PSHE, the children engaged in discussions about jobs in the community and also had the opportunity to
visit the local fire station which all children really enjoyed especially sitting in the drivers seat of a fire engine. A highlight
of the term was some of the workshops we took part in. The first was for Book week which included a sensory story and
making habitats for insects. The second was an African work shop where children had the opportunity to sculpt their own
clay pot and do some Adrinkra printing on cloth. Lastly, we have loved participating in our Easter festivities in class.
Making cards, easter egg hunts and even a trip to Tesco to buy ingredients to make our easter nests. Its been a busy but
fun filled term and we ae really looking forward to see what’s in store for the next one. All of Orchard Class team wish you
wonderful Easter break and we will see vou next term!!!
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JOURNEY School

Investigate

Our Investigate Pathway is for our Sensory Learners. Here the children are supported to regulate through sensory
integration so that they can access learning. They work on their communication skills using their preferred method
of communication, social skills and tolerating spaces with other children. They explore their learning through a
range of sensory activities.

Caterpillar Class: This term, our learning journey took us on an exciting adventure with our topic “Are We There Yet?”

The children immersed themselves in wonderful stories like The Train Ride and Journey, sparking their imaginations
and inspiring lots of rich conversations about travel and adventure. We became explorers in Geography, discovering how we
navigate the world. The children loved getting creative, designing their own colourful collages and learning about different
types of transport, from speedy trains to roaring aeroplanes! In Science, we focused on our Senses, and what a sensory
experience it was! The children sang lively movement songs and went on listening adventures during our sound walks along
the trim trail. There were lots of giggles, curious faces, and thoughtful discussions as we explored the world around us. We
also celebrated some very special moments this term. World Book Day was a true highlight—it was magical to see the
children dressed as their favourite characters and sharing their love of stories. We got creative making shamrocks for St
Patrick’s Day, celebrated a birthday together, and learned about and recognised Ramadan. We hope you enjoyed the beautiful
Mother’s Day cards—made with lots of love and care One of the most exciting moments this term was watching our chicks
hatch! The children were full of awe and wonder as they observed the tiny eggs crack and fluffy chicks emerge—an
unforgettable, hands-on experience.

Butterfly Class: Butterfly Class have had a wonderful half term exploring our topic, Are We There Yet? During English
lessons, we enjoyed reading a range of stories linked to different types of journeys and transport. The children loved diving into
the adventures found in The Journey, Duck in the Truck and The Train Ride. These stories helped us explore a variety of mark-
making opportunities as the children recreated scenes, vehicles and characters using different materials. We also learned
about the different forms of transport featured in the books and talked about how they help people travel from one place to
another. In maths, our focus has been on measure, and the children have been busy learning about routines, seasons,
timetables and the language of position and direction. They practised using words such as next, under, over and around
through hands-on activities both inside and outside the classroom. Our favourite position activity was using the Glowbot and
remote-control cars. To finish the half term, we enjoyed an exciting Easter egg hunt in which the children used their new
positional language to search high and low, to find the eggs. In our topic lessons, we have been thinking about geography
through the question: How do we navigate the world? The children explored how people travel across both land and air and
discovered the many ways we can move from one place to another. Through small-world play, role play and creative
activities, the children experimented with trains, cars, planes and even imaginary vehicles, building their understanding of
direction, distance and the world around them.
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Ocean Class: We are very proud to tell you about our half terms work. Our topic focus has been the Old and New.
In History we have been looking at who were the Romans? and what made them so special? A highlight of this topic
was making roman helmets and shields. In Science we have been investigating body parts and how they differ from
animals we know. We have looked at what makes us human and what we can find inside our bodies, such as bones,
muscles and organs. In Maths this half term we have focused on measure- height, length and weight. We have been
using comparison vocabulary to show the difference between two items. In our number work we have been continuing
to work through our number targets specific to each child. We have been experimenting with textures in art and have
looked at how we can add texture through different mediums. We have been using our PSHE lessons to understand
the concept of respect and what this looks like within our families, at school and with our friends and how we can use
this to build relationships. We have finished our half term with lots of lovely Easter craft activities, whilst enjoying our
St Nic’s chicks, please look in children’s bags for these wonderful pieces. We are extremely proud of every single child
in Ocean class and the progress they are making and would like to wish them all a very Happy Easter.

Forest Class: In Forest Class, our topic has been ‘old and new’ and we have enjoyed making the pictures of our
book ‘when | was young’. We also looked at Roman shields and made some lovely helmet pictures by printing with
sponges. In maths we have had a great time exploring length by sorting lots of long and short objects, height by making
our own class height chart to see how tall we are all getting, and capacity-with filling and emptying being everyone’s
favourite! On the computers we have been practising our counting skills by taking turns to choose number songs and
using a keyboard to type our names. In PSHE we have been learning to identify our feelings and make faces out of
playdough and in science we looked at parts of our bodies and made skeleton pictures. We planted sunflower seeds
and have been taking care of them by putting them in the sun and watering them every day. We wish you all a very
peaceful Easter break.
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THROUGH TIME

FROM ANCIENT COLONY TO VAST METROPOLIS

In our Adventure Pathway, the children learn through structure and routine. They are supported with their sensory integration
and regulation by completing sensory diets throughout the day, The children also work on their social and play skills through a
range of modelled activities. All of this is done by engaging the children using their preferred method of communication.

Grasshopper Class: We have had a very busy and exciting time in Grasshopper class. As part of our topic "Are We There
Yet?", we have been exploring journeys, transport, and different ways we travel. The children have enjoyed taking part in
activities linked to travelling and going on adventures. The children particularly enjoyed visiting the bubble room, where they
experienced a sensory journey of being on an aeroplane. We explored sounds, lights, and movement. In Science, we have been
fascinated by watching chicks hatch. The children had the opportunity to visit the chicks, gently touch them, and even hold
them, which was very exciting and helped develop their confidence and curiosity. We have also been learning about our five
senses, exploring how we use sight, hearing, touch, taste, and smell to understand the world around us. As part of this, the
children explored different foods, using their senses to look at, smell, touch, and taste a variety of items. For World Book Day,
we were delighted to welcome parents into school for a reading event, where we listened to a sensory story of The Monkey
Puzzle. In class, we focused on Goldilocks and the Three Bears, enjoying storytelling and sensory exploration linked to the
story. The children explored porridge through tasting and sensory play, and they also enjoyed making their own bears through
creative activities. We had lots of fun celebrating Saint Patrick's Day. In cooking, the children made delicious green cupcakes,
practising their mixing, pouring, and decorating skills. We also created colourful rainbow and pot of gold artwork. We also
enjoyed learning about and celebrating Eid al-Fitr. The children created their own henna inspired hand designs and used
playdough to make moons and stars, exploring important symbols. To celebrate Easter, the children enjoyed taking partin an
egg hunt and searching for hidden eggs around class. In cooking, we made Easter nest treats using cornflakes and chocolate.
Have a lovely Easter break Grasshopper Class

Beetle Class: Beetle class have been very busy this half term, we have enjoyed exploring the world through our senses,
including sound, sight, touch, smell and taste. Each week the children have explored a different sense, this included playing a
sound matching game using GRID and exploring different smells using the different smells we use for our days of the week and
grouping them into ones we like and do not like. We had a great time exploring the smelling bags which all had a different scent
inside and indicating what we could smellin each one. The children also explored different materials and the different textures
including smooth, rough, soft and hard. The children also enjoyed playing ‘ | spy’ with the bubbles and lights. Within
computing, the children have been exploring and using the Bee-bots. Bee-bots are programmable floor robots to teach basic
coding and directional language. They are shaped like bees and have buttons to input commands in order for the Bee-bot to
move. The children have been learning to turn the Bee-bots on and explore what each of the buttons do. They have also
enjoyed making the Bee-bots move forwards and backwards on the Bee-bot alphabet mats. We have continued developing
our understanding of our emotions and really enjoyed decorating biscuits with a different face to show a different emotion and
zone of regulation. We have been very excited about the arrival of spring and loved watching the eggs hatch and carefully
observing the chicks grow and their feathers change. The children were all very gentle and caring when stroking and holding the
chicks. We have been building our concentration skills through Attention Autism activities and have made some wonderful art
pieces for Valentines Day, Red nose day and Easter. The children were excited to share information about what their Mother’s
do for them in the build-up to Mother’s Day and were really focussed when creating their beautiful cards to take home. During
world book week we focussed on the story The Gruffalo, many children were already familiar with the story and had fun using
the talking tiles to make the repeated phrases in the story and were very motivated when they painted their own Gruffalo
picture. Well done everyone for the fantastic costumes the children wore on World book day. Beetle class have been focussing
hard on their phonics skills, with focusses on initial sounds, diagraphs and word blending. We have seen a lot of progress and
are very proud of all the children. Wishing the children and their families a fantastic Easter Break!
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Elm Class: In Elm class, we have continued to expand on our learning within our topic ‘Old and New. The class begun
learning about ancient Rome and the Romans, through our class story ‘A City through Time.’ The children enjoyed dressing
up as characters from the information text and acting as a soldier, matron or patron might act. The children were able to
identify nouns and characters within the text and several features of an information text including a heading, sub-
headings, contents page and technical words. In Science, the children learned about the life cycle of chickens, visiting the
chicks which we hatched within school, watching them grow and sequencing the parts of a chick’s life cycle. Within
measure, geometry and statistics, the children explored length, identifying big and small, tall and short. They measured
themselves with support of an adult and compared the difference between the tallest and shortest. Many children are now
using rulers to measure to the nearest centimetre and one pupil even measured accurately to decimal numbers (e.g.
7.5cm). The whole class continue to make fantastic progress within phonics and many children are now orally blending
words. Please remember to practice at home to let the children show off their new skills.

Pine Class: Pine Class have had a very busy half term! We have enjoyed learning about the Romans. We have learnt
about Roman soldiers and have labelled what a Roman soldier would wear, practised riding in chariots and how the
Romans enjoyed going to the Roman bath. In science we have been learning about growing and we have planted our own
tomato plants. We have also been labelling the different parts of a flower and exploring what plants need to grow. In art we
have been working with clay to make clay pots. We enjoyed moulding the clay into the shape of a pot and then decorating

our pots with paints and patterns. In mathematics we have enjoyed learning about measuring length, height, capacity and
weight. We worked hard to make estimates and check our answers.
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Fox Class: Fox Class have had an excellent half term and have made impressive progress across a range of areas. The
children have successfully developed their understanding of the Zones of Regulation and are now confidently using their
regulation toolkits to communicate how they are feeling. We were delighted to welcome chicks into school this term. The
children thoroughly enjoyed observing the lifecycle, watching them hatch from eggs and grow into young chicks. They
showed great care and responsibility in looking after them before they moved on to their new homes. We are also looking
forward to an exciting upcoming visit to Brooklands Museum in Weybridge. This trip will support our learning about
different modes of transport, both past and present. The children will have the opportunity to explore Concorde, board
vintage buses, and sit in Formula One vehicles, providing a rich and engaging learning experience. We are incredibly proud
of all the children this half term. They have demonstrated increasing maturity, enthusiasm, and a positive attitude towards
their learning. We look forward to the summer term, where we will take advantage of the warmer weather to further enrich
our learning through outdoor experiences.
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Willow Class: As we come to the end of a vibrant and productive spring term, we would like to take this opportunity to
share some of the wonderful learning experiences the children have enjoyed. Our topic this term, Amazing Africa, has
continued to inspire curiosity and enthusiasm. The children particularly enjoyed learning about Egypt. They located Egypt
on a map, explored the meaning behind the Egyptian flag, and discovered aspects of Ancient Egyptian life. They were
fascinated by famous pharaohs such as Tutankhamun and Cleopatra, and enjoyed learning about hieroglyphics, even
attempting to write their own names using these ancient symbols. In English, the children explored a selection of
storybooks that supported both their imagination and understanding of African cultures. These included Giraffes Can’t
Dance, Mama Panya’s Pancakes, We’re Going on a Lion Hunt, Ghanaian Goldilocks, and Baby Goes to Market. The
children developed their comprehension skills, discussed characters and settings, practised retelling stories in their own
words, identifying characters and using SVOPT to write captions to describe pictures from the stories. Alongside this, we
continued our daily phonics sessions, strengthening reading and spelling skills. We also introduced SPaG (Spelling,
Punctuation and Grammar), where the children learned to use full stops, question marks and exclamation marks correctly.
They began constructing sentences using nouns, verbs and adjectives. In PSHE, the children engaged in discussions
about community and explored ways they can contribute positively to the world around them. In RE, we focused on the
theme of looking after the Earth, encouraging children to reflect on how we can care for our environment. Science - The
children explored the three states of matter: solids, liquids and gases and learned about evaporation through simple
experiments and observations by watching clothes drying, melting of chocolate, melting of ice then freezing water into ice
cubes. In Maths, the children worked hard to develop their understanding of fractions, multiplication and division by
sharing equally, countingin 2s, 5s, and 10s. The children explored grouping and lots of. They also explored measurement,
focusing on length and comparing objects using language such as lighter and heavier, small to biggest, short to tallest. In
Art, the children made mini-African drums, done Adinkra stamp painting on fabric and used clay to make their own pottery.
One of the highlights of the term was our trip to Surrey Street Market. This provided a fantastic opportunity to bring our
learning to life outside of the classroom and into the local community. The children explored a variety of African foods,
tasting yam and chicken, and purchasing ingredients such as fruits, sugarcane and coconut to create their own fruit salad.
Back in school, they also had the opportunity to make jollof rice and pounded yam, which was an exciting and memorable
experience for everyone. As a reward for their amazing attitude for learning, the children enjoyed a nice park visit at Higher
Drive Recreation Ground. Children also took partin Book Week celebration, Red Nose Day and loved observing the life

cycle of chicks. We wish you all a restful and enjoyable Easter break.

Oak Class: This term in Oak class, we continued with our topic ‘Amazing Africa’. The children focused their learning on
Egypt; the Nile River and the lifestyle of the ancient Egyptians. In Literacy, we read Giraffes Can’t Dance and We’re going on
a Lion Hunt; both books were set in Africa and we enjoyed role play, answering questions about the stories and writing
SVO/SVOP/SVOPT sentences about events in the stories. Book week was a fantastic week in our class as we focused on
Handa’s Surprise. We read the story, made a story map, cover display, sunset with silhouette African animals, Handa’s
position and direction, fruit tasting and identification. We really enjoyed our Handa Weeklong activities. In numeracy, we
focussed on Geometry this term. We did quite a bit of learning about measurements; length, weight and capacity. We also
explored using both standard and non-standard measurements and unit of measurements. In science, we explored
evaporation; the difference between evaporation and boiling, we also explored other liquids that evaporate such as
perfumes and hand sanitisers. In Art, we made the African drum (djembe) using junk modelling. We also participated in
the workshops where we learned about and made adinkra fabrics and pottery using a range of techniques. We have
worked quite had this term and we wish you a restful and joyful Easter holiday.
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Challenge

Our challenge pathway is our Formal Pathway. Here the children have more independent methods of communication.
Children work in small groups, paired work or independently. They continue to work on social and independent skills.

Squirrel: This term our topic has been Amazing Africa. In Literacy we enjoyed reading Giraffes Can’t dance and used it to learn
about African animals. We described characters and their feelings, worked on comprehension, and wrote a diary entry from the
giraffe’s point of view. In maths, we have been about fractions and money. In science, we explored materials, including their
properties and the difference between physical and chemical changes. In history, we learned about Ancient Egypt, focussing on
daily life and why the River Nile was so important. In Art, we created African inspired work, including Adinkra prints on fabric, clay
pots, African sunsets and African necklaces.

Hedgehog: We have really enjoyed continuing to explore our topic of old and new this half-term. We started to look at the
Romans by reading and listening to various information books, including, ‘Have you heard of the Romans’ and ‘Ancient Romans’.
In literacy we have explored roman soldiers and gladiators, describing what they look like and how their lives were different to our
own. In history we also investigated how their empire started a long time ago and why they wanted to expand and come to Britain.
We noted how it was mainly for what the country had to offer them, land, food and wealth. We explored how a roman road is
made and even designed our own Roman towns, deciding where to place the most important buildings. Looking at Boudicca, we
also explored the rebellion she led, why they were against the Romans and what happened. In Art, our young artists have been
getting messy and creative with clay. We’ve loved feeling, squeezing, and rolling this natural material to see what it can do.
Inspired by the Romans, the children used smoothing techniques using water to design and build their very own clay pots. To
finish them off, they added beautiful Roman patterns and bright colours, bringing a bit of history to life in the classroom. In
Science we have planted out our own sunflower seeds to experiment with what a plant needs to help it grow. We placed some in
a dark place, some in a cold place, and others on the windowsill and have been monitoring their progress. We have also had fun
exploring growth and change with animals and life cycles. The school has had real eggs incubating and finally they have hatched
for us to see and they were so amazing, everyone wanted to see them. We have looked again at the life cycle of a chicken,
ordering and describing carefully the different stages. Finally, we have explored our own life cycles, looking at photos of ourselves
as a baby and discussing what stage we are at now and what we will become. This half term in PSHE, we’ve been celebrating
what makes us unique while learning the importance of respecting our differences. The children have done a fantastic job
practicing cooperation through turn-taking games and exploring what it truly means to be a kind, supportive friend. It’s been a
vibrant half-term in RE. We began by exploring Holi, learning about its cultural importance and the joyful reasons behind the
celebrations. We then looked to the Buddha as an inspiring leader. The children practiced showing calm and kind actions, starting
each lesson with a mindful moment of soft bells and deep breathing to find their inner peace.
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Meadow: Although it has been a short half term, it has certainly been a very productive and enjoyable one for Meadow Class,
particularly with the excitement of Book Week and our Red Nose Day celebrations! The children absolutely loved taking part in the
Amazing Africa workshops and worked incredibly hard over the two weeks to create some fantastic pieces of art. Their stamp art
and pottery were wonderful, and | hope you enjoyed seeing the photos we shared on Evidence for Learning. In Maths, the children
focused on time, particularly calendars and language related to the months of the year. They revisited their prior knowledge and
learned key facts such as the number of days in each month, what a leap year is, and how to read a calendar. The children then
applied this knowledge to solve problems, choosing the correct operations, and further developed their skills through both online
and board games. In Science, the children explored different materials and their properties. They investigated how materials can
change physically while still remaining the same substance. A highlight was designing and making boats from materials such as
plastic, foil, and paper. The children made predictions aboutwhichmaterials § 2 dz2t R b2l G 06Sad | yR (K2
02lda FYR 206a8ENDDBE2 INKEIKRE S deKEa OKAf RNBY SELX 2NBR ! yOASY
gKeS Ke N} YARaA 6SNB o0dAfid ¢KSe Ffaz2 RAAO2OSNBR K2y (GKSyYSy
FILraOAyloya (2LIAO0OE KSEtLAY3a (KSY dzt KRSENIOKIAY R NS¢ | I S23 NNBUIK & &2
dzaAy3a [S32 2S52d ¢KSe& F2ff26SR AyaiaNHzOe2ya (2 o0dzAf R SWORIR?
GKFG YFERS aAft2 Y2@0S Ay RAUGSNBFGGIRINBIO62YERSyEAS | AINBI&NESINBEH
Y202y aSyaz2Nk |YyR Y2@0Ay3 LI NIa&a yR 6S3Fy ONBlIaoy3d mwkeIAN y2k
RSOSUWVIIONII S & LI NI 2F 2dz2NJ ! FNAOF G2LIA O (GKS OKAf RNBYy fSI
RS&AAIAYSR GKSANI 246y LI gSNyasxs ONBIGSR GKSY a OFNR Y2R$tvam
GKI LI Aylied ¢KSe Ffa2 ONBIFIGSR ! TNAOIY adzy &Sl OKIZRBEIYWHAT yRYD
St SLKFIYyGas FyR tA2@EBIR2 oA Y Ofl dzlRRS oRyzf RK S MNISg i) $AaK &2dz |

Valley: Valley class have had such a good half-term and have continued to really enjoy learning about Amazing Africa. We have
loved finding out more about Egypt, Kenya and Tanzania. As part of our Africa topic we have had some really exciting experiences,
including African art workshops with Peju where we made Adinkra prints and clay pots. We were also lucky enough to goon a
fantastic trip to Surrey Street Market in Croydon, where we got to see and buy some African fruits and vegetables, which we used
to make a delicious fruit salad at school. The children were able to try yam and chicken and learn about African food from one of
the market-stall holders, and a lovely lady bought them some sugar cane to try — it was so sweet and delicious! We have enjoyed
some more stories set in Africa in our English lessons, including Giraffes Can’t Dance and We’re Going on A Lion Hunt which were
lots of fun. We also really enjoyed Book Week and our performance of Pete the Cat to parents made our teachers really proud of
us! In maths we have been learning about time, place value and statistics and have all been showing our teachers how clever we
are. In computing we made a robot called ‘Milo’ with Lego, connected him to an iPad and made him move - it has been really
challenging but lots of fun. We loved meeting the chicks and watching them hatch and grow — we miss them already! Finally, most
of Valley class performed in the CSMA concert and rehearsals this half-term, which has been a really lovely and special
opportunity. What a busy 5 week term we have had! And now we are looking forward to the real fun of the summer term!!

Lake: In Lake class we have enjoyed continuing with the Africa topic and have specifically been learning about Egypt and it’s
features such as the Pyramids, the Nile and it’s climate. They have also learnt about Tutankhamun and made some fantastic
pictures. The children have been learning about materials in Science, thinking about which ones can stretch, twist and bend and
also learning about how liquids can become solids and vice versa. The children have continued to practise writing sentences
about a picture using verbs, nouns and adjectives, making sure that their sentences are interesting to read and using a variety of
connective words. The children are building on their reading skills and enjoy taking turns to read the class story each week as well
as doing 1:1 reading with their class adults. The children love to answer comprehension questions about the stories they read
and make predictions about what will happen next. They also enjoy acting out the stories they read and loved acting out ‘How to
catch a star’ for World book day in front of their friends and families. The class have been learning about fractions in Maths and
enjoyed making a large pretend pizza as a class and cutting it in half and then into quarters. They even pretended to take a bite!
The children have been completing fraction work according to their appropriate levels and are making good progress. Lake class
really enjoyed the African workshops and made some fantastic African prints and lovely African pots.
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African Art Workshop: In line with our theme “Amazing Africa”, we had an amazing time at our workshops learning and
experiencing some aspects of African life. At the first workshop we learned about Adinkra symbols (originally from Ghana); their
meanings and used the patterns to design our fabrics. At the second workshop, we learned about pottery —this is quite popular
across Africa and has been for a long time. Clay pots have been used for a long time for storing water, cooking, eating, drinking
and for decorative objects. We enjoyed exploring the clay and using it to make our pots. It was so much fun getting our hands
into the clay. We chose different designs and patterns to draw on our pots and painted them.

CSMA choir: On the 17th March Year 6 pupils form the choir joined 400 other pupils from Croydon schools to sing in the
annual Croydon Schools Musical Association (CMSA) junior festival at the Fairfield Halls. This was an evening full of joy and
fabulous singing. The whole choir have been learning the songs which have included the Stevie wonder classic ‘Sir Duke’, a
Congolese song Si, si, si, ‘The rainbow connection’, ‘Shine’ by Take That and a Coldplay medley. The children were impeccable
on the night and we have had wonderful feedback from parents and colleagues who were watching. We are so proud of all our
singers at St Nicholas!

Chicks: We have just enjoyed the magical 2 weeks of rearing the baby chicks in school. We received 3 batches of eggs on
Tuesday 10" and they started hatching the next day. The children were all given opportunities to see this amazing event or some
chicks just minutes old. This awe and wonder moment gives lots of opportunities for questions and for new language and
vocabulary. Observing the chicks daily over the 2 weeks the children were able to see how quickly the chicks grow and all the
changes to their feathers and plumage. This fortnight gives countless cross curricular learning opportunities, and the children
all seem to enjoy handling and observing them. The company we use are 100% ethically sound and all the chicks continue to
live on the farm or are adopted out to people and places who can safely rear them.

Medication in school: As a reminder, staff are only able to give medication to a child when it has been prescribed to them by a
doctor and is sent into school in its original packaging (we need to be able to see your child’s name, the date and the dosage).
You will also need to sign a consent form which you can get from the office. We are not able to give over the counter medication
such as Piriton. If your child suffers from allergies such as hayfever or other seasonal allergies, please can you ensure that over
the Easter break you get some prescribed by your doctor

Photo permission: As you can see form this newsletter and from our school website, we love putting up photos of the children
to demonstrate the wonderful work that they are doing in school and the fun and engaging community visits that they are
engaging in. There are still a number of children who have not yet been given consent for their photos to be shared internally (on
school displays, communication aids, via Evidence for Learning) and Externally (on the website or in the school newsletter). You
are able to give your consent by visiting Arbor and clicking on Parental Consents.

Red Nose Day: It was really wonderful to see everyone dressing up to support Red Nose Day on Friday 20th March. Staff and
students wore silly clothes and did silly activities throughout the day to support this wonderful cause. We had people dressed in
pyjamas, bright clothing, funny wigs and lots of silly socks, as well as lots of fabulous red outfits around school. We have
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Once again, thank you to all of our parents and carers for your continued support and engagement you have given us this term.
Have a lovely Easter break. Looking forward to seeing the children return on Monday 13™ April.

Many Thanks

Katie Goodwin

Head Teacher
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