School News

Dear All,

What an exciting start to the term we've had at St Nicholas School! This week
has been particularly special, with our Science Week bringing the wonder of
discovery to life across the school. From fascinating experiments to hands-on
investigations, our pupils have shown incredible curiosity and enthusiasm as
they've explored the world around them. We were also delighted to welcome
so many of you to our parent engagement event this week — it was wonderful
to see our school community come together, and we're grateful for your
continued partnership in supporting your children's learning. Thank you to
evervone who attended and contributed to making it such a positive occasion.

St Nicholas School MUGA: We're thrilled to announce that our brand-new
Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA) will be opening after the half term break! This
fantastic new facility has been designed to offer our pupils a diverse range of
play and physical activity opportunities. The MUGA features two exciting in-
ground trampolines, engaging sensory boards to stimulate exploration and
learning, and comfortable shaded areas including a colourful pagoda where
children can rest and socialise. There are also dedicated spaces for ball games,
as well as areas for children to enjoy riding scooters, bikes and trikes. Each
class will have timetabled sessions to use the MUGA, ensuring that all our

pupils have regular opportunities to benefit from this wonderful new resource.

We can't wait to see the children enjoying this vibrant new space!
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Important Dates:

Monday 25" May- Friday 29" May : Half
Term

Monday 1° June: INSET for teachers —
School Closed to pupils

Tuesday 2™ June: Children return
Thursday 11*" June: Year 6 photos

w/c 15" June: International/World Cup
Week

w/c 15* June: Sports day week — more
details to follow

w/c 22" June: Art week

Thursday 25" June: M&M Productions —
Treasure Island

w/c 29% June: Year 6 Activity Week
Friday 3™ July: Year 6 sleepover

w/c 6% July: School Picnic week — more
details to follow

Friday 10 July: St Nick’s Got Talent
Monday 13 July: Reports to parents
Friday 17t July: Year 6 Leavers Assembly
Friday 17t July: Last day of term — Finish
at 1:30

Monday 20" July: INSET — school closed
to pupils

Sports Day Dates

Please note a separate letter will go out with
more details about Sports Day

Monday 15" June: Ocean, Forest, Fox, Zebra,
Elephant, Beetle

Tuesday 16" June: Elm, Pine, Caterpillar,
Butterfly, Grasshopper

Wednesday 17" June: Spider, Ladybird,
Bumblebee, Dragonfly

Thursday 18t June: Badger, Giraffe, River,
Lion, Oak, Willow

Friday 19t June: Hedgehog, Squirrel,
Meadow, Valley, Lake, Orchard, Beech
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Discovery

This term, our Discovery Pathway have focused on the topic ‘Do you believe in magic?’ where they have read ‘Room
on a broom’ and ‘How to catch a star’.

Bumblebee Class: This half term the topic has been ‘Do you believe in magic?’ We have read the books ‘Room on the Broom’ and
‘How to catch a Star’ and are about to start with Stanley’s Stick. Using these books as a reference point, we have looked at size
ordering, Big and Small, simple addition of one more, as well as Phonics initial letters and reading CVC words. We also took part in
Science week where we shall do different experiments that will spark awe and wonder which also fits into the theme perfectly. We
have taken part in the Mini Marathon and have all run daily laps around the playground which has made us feel good, keeping us fit
and healthy. We have enjoyed good weather too for our outdoor learning sessions where we have found sticks to go with our book
themes and gone on different shape hunts.

Ladybird Class: Ladybirds have enjoyed so many activities outside this half term and we have really made the most of the sunshine. We found
sticks to make our Broom stick and completed lots of art work for our class display based on ‘Room on the Broom’ story. We went looking for Mini
beasts to celebrate Sir David Attingbourough’s100th birthday. We took part in the Mini Marathon running laps around the playground and have had
fun practicing some races and activities in preparation for sports day. The children have really made progress in their communication and we have
loved hearing their language coming out when we are singing during our drama games and phonics sessions. The children have had lots of
opportunity to use different counting aids in Maths and learning about full and empty when pouring during water play.

Spider Class: This half term, Spider class have enjoyed the books ‘How to Catch a Star’ and ‘Stanley’s Stick.” Using these books, we
have used colourful semantics to label book pictures and what is happening in them. Spider class have also made star collages,
printed stars and painted with sticks. In Maths, we have continued to work on counting and numbers and have matched shapes.
Spider class have taken part in the Mini Marathon and have all run daily laps around the playground or Trim trail. The last week of
this term is Science week. We will be participating in different activities within the theme of ‘awe and wonder.” Spider class have also
explored the outdoor learning area, looking for sticks and going on a ‘star hunt.’

Dragonfly Class: In Dragonfly Class this half term we have been reading some great stories about magic and imagination. For
‘Room on a broom’ the children made some great broomstick art out of twigs. We have also made some lovely stars for the story of
‘How to catch a star’ and some fantastic stick characters like in our story ‘Stanleys Stick’. In Maths we have been learning about fair
sharing by going on a teddy bear picnic, where the children made sure all the bears had the same amount of food and we extended
this knowledge by adding spots / stickers on the ladybirds to show the same number on each side. We’ve also been using dice and
bears to help us add two numbers together. And in phonics we have been practicing our Phase 2 sounds by playing games like Silly
soup and Bertha the bus which focuses on initial sounds and alliteration. We have also been working hard on our letter and number
formation too.
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Our Explore Pathway learn through play or engage in practical experiences in their learning to generalise and transfer skills.
Children also work on their social and communication skills through these experiences.

Giraffe Class: It has been a magical half term in Giraffe class as we explored the enchanting worlds of Cinderella, Room on the
Broom and Aladdin. The children had a wonderful time role-playing Cinderella, dressing up as their favourite characters, dancing
together at the ball and pretending to be Cinderella’s evil stepmother and giving out chores. To deepen our understanding of the
text, we have sequenced the story and used descriptive vocabulary to explore Cinderella’s emotions, her elegant dress and the
glass slippers. We also created wands and enjoyed making magical artwork linked to our favourite tales. We have loved our
outdoor learning sessions, where we have been mixing, pouring and using our imagination to create potions in our mud kitchen.
In our History lessons, we have been travelling back in time to learn about the Gunpowder Plot, the Great Fire of London, as well
as watching videos of the first moon landing. In Maths, we have been learning how to share objects equally, as well as how to
split a whole into two parts. We used real life objects to help us understand these concepts and make them meaningful. We had
a brilliant time in Giraffe’s Toy Shop, where we practised exchanging money for toys. We have also begun learning to tell the
time to the hour and had lots of fun playing, what’s the time Mr Wolf?

Zebra Class: This half term, Zebra Class has been on a magical journey, exploring stories filled with wonder and imagination
through role play, sensory activities, and by using our developing phonetic knowledge in our writing. The children have been
confidently retelling stories using different modes of communication, showing us just how carefully they have been listening and
engaging with our learning. Trying on Cinderella’s glass slipper was great fun. Can you guess who it fit in our class? We also made
our very own broomsticks and, whoosh, off we went with. In Maths, we have been learning how to share a group of objects
equally into two, as well as how to split a whole into two parts. We explored these concepts through hands-on experiences, such
as sharing playdough pizzas with a friend, which made learning both fun and meaningful. We have also been comparing the
weights of two objects using heavier or lighter. On a bus journey around Croydon, the children observed how numbers are used
in the environment. They spotted door numbers, speed limits, telephone numbers and more, helping them to understand how
maths is part of everyday life. Lastly, in PSHE, our focus has been on hygiene and keeping healthy. We have been learning about
toothbrushing, staying hydrated, healthy eating, and the importance of exercise.
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Elephant Class: In Elephant class we have looked at topic of ‘Do You Believe in Magic?’, where the children have engaged with
books such as ‘Aladdin” and ‘Cinderella’. The children enjoyed becoming the characters from the story and bringing it to life in
the classroom. In science we have been looking at reactions where we have a completed a variety of different experiments and
noticing the change that happens. The child particularly enjoyed making fizzy fun and noticing colour changes and mixing colours.
In Art the children looked at famous artists such as Van Gogh, Monet and Matisse. At the start of the half term, we went on a
class trip to Queens Park. The children enjoyed the bus ride and playing on a variety of different equipment.

Badger Class: What a truly enchanting half-term we have had! Our theme, "Do You Believe in Magic?", has seen the children
explore the world through stories, science, and a little bit of fairy dust. Here is what we have been up to: We started our journey
with the wonderful story Room on the Broom. To bring the story to life, we became expert potion-makers. We took our magic
potion making outside searching for natural materials like crunchy leaves, smooth stones, and twigs to add with coloured water
and glitter to create shimmering spells. We crafted our own magic wands and painted special "fairy rocks," hiding them carefully
for the fairies to find. In Science, we have been observing how different materials react to one another. We created "fizzy magic"
using bicarbonate of soda and vinegar. It was a little bit smelly, but the children loved watching and creating fizzy bubbles. We
also explored the mystery of Oobleck. We were amazed by how it magically turns into a solid when you squeeze it in your hand
but flows like a liquid as soon as you let go. In History, we travelled back to 1666 to learn about the Great Fire of London. We
have been practicing the song London’s Burning. It was wonderful to hear the children singing along together! In RE, we spent
time thinking about the things that are special to us. We practiced our listening skills by sharing photos and stories from home.
To celebrate being kind and helpful, we also made our very own Care Bears. We have also been working hard on sharing our
"Weekend News" to build our confidence in speaking. To make this even more exciting, we introduced Peppa Pig, our class
teddy! In Peppa Pig’s Big Weekend Adventures, Peppa has already visited a few Badger homes to see what everyone gets up to.
She is so excited to go on many more adventures and can’t wait to see who she gets to stay with next! To round off our
wonderful half-term, we took a short bus ride to Queens Park. It was a fantastic treat as we had the entire play area all to
ourselves! The children had the best time running, climbing, and playing together and thankfully the rain held off just long
enough for us to have our fun and return to school before the clouds burst! Lastly, we would like to celebrate two very special
Badger Birthdays one of which is during the half-term break. A huge Happy 6th Birthday to you. We hope you have a magical
day! Badger Class would like to wish you all a wonderful, restful break. See you in the new term!
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River: What a fantastic half term it has been in River Class! Our topic, “Rumbling World,” has captured everyone’s imagination
as we explored the exciting and sometimes dramatic world of earthquakes and volcanoes. In literacy, the children have
produced some truly impressive work inspired by the books Petra and Mud. They engaged in a wide range of activities,
including creating posters, writing thoughtful book reviews, sequencing stories, and taking part in interactive discussions. It has
been wonderful to see their confidence and creativity grow. One of our highlights this term was our trip to Tesco. The children
demonstrated excellent independence as they wrote shopping lists, searched for their items in the store, and practised paying
for their goods. They handled money carefully, handed it over politely, and waited patiently for their change — we were very
proud of them all! As part of our topic work, we learned about the different parts of a volcano and even constructed our own
models. During our Parent Engagement Afternoon, the children thoroughly enjoyed creating their own volcanic eruptions —a
real highlight filled with excitement and enthusiasm! We also discussed how to stay safe during an earthquake, learning
practical ways to protect ourselves in an emergency. In science, we explored magnets and forces, experimenting with pushing
and pulling (safely!) around the classroom to better understand how forces work. This learning extended during our fantastic
visit to the Science Museum in London, where the children investigated a variety of interactive exhibits and hands-on activities.
In maths, we focused on statistics, collecting data and presenting it in charts and graphs. The children confidently went around
the school to gather responses, demonstrating both their mathematical and communication skills. We also celebrated two
inspirational figures this term. The children learned about Sir David Attenborough, helping to celebrate his 100" birthday, and
his contributions to understanding our natural world. In art, we studied Pablo Picasso, particularly his Blue Period, and created
our own thoughtful and expressive pieces inspired by his style. It has truly been a wonderful and busy half term, full of
creativity, curiosity, and achievement. We are incredibly proud of all the children and the effort they have shown.

Lion: This half term in Lion Class has been all about the ‘Rumbling World’. We have been looking at Volcanoes and
Earthquakes and conducting experiments to simulate our own volcanic eruption, using Coke and Mentos as well as Bicarbonate
of soda and vinegar. We also had the opportunity to take a trip to the Natural History Museum where we were immersed into
the natural world and experienced a simulation of an earthquake in a supermarket. Everything was shaking and we had to be
very brave! Alongside volcanoes and earthquakes, we have been looking at forces and magnets; exploring different materials
and how they respond in the presence of a magnet, learning new vocabulary such as ‘attract’ and ‘repel’. We have created a
beautiful collage, focussed on Picasso’s ‘Blue Period, using both warm and cool colours. We’ve also been working on our
fitness, getting our steps whilst completing the Mini London Marathon. Our year fours have been swimming and practising
their kicking, swimming forward and backwards. Overall, it has been a jam-packed half term full of adventure and experiments
rounded off with our trip to Kidspace! Have a wonderful Half Term all!
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Beech: This term, Beech class have thoroughly enjoyed exploring their new topic, “Groovy Greek.” In English, we have been
reading a range of Greek myths, including The Story of Icarus, Theseus and the Minotaur, and King Midas and the Golden
Touch. The children demonstrated a strong understanding of the stories by answering questions, identifying characters, and
recalling key information. They have also continued to develop their learning through phonics, reading, spelling, handwriting,
and focused social and communication groups. In Maths, the children have been learning about time. They explored ordering
the days of the week and months of the year, as well as sequencing daily routines using the concepts before, now, next, and
later. They also enjoyed working on patterns and sequencing activities. In Science, our topic has been Living Things and Their
Habitats. The children investigated a variety of animals and insects and learned about their natural habitats. This learning was
brought to life during our visit to Deen City Farm, where the children confidently named animals, identified their homes, and
had the opportunity to feed them. They demonstrated excellent listening skills throughout the visit and thoroughly enjoyed the
experience. During cooking sessions, the children have been developing practical skills such as mixing, grating, and crushing
ingredients to create Greek dishes. Their favourite activity was making tzatziki, particularly grating the cucumber! In PSHE, the
focus has been on how we grow and change. The children explored life cycles and discussed the changes that happen as we
grow older, which they found very engaging. In Art, the children designed their own Grecian vases, experimenting with
patterns and colour mixing to create unique designs. They then extended this learning by creating 3D clay vases, using tools to
add texture and detail. The children showed great enthusiasm as they rolled, sculpted, and explored working with clay. The
children also took part in our mini marathon this term. They enthusiastically ran laps around the playground and even enjoyed
a visit to the school field, where they completed laps alongside another class. | am extremely pleased with the progress Beech
class have made this term and look forward to seeing what they achieve in the final term. Have a lovely half term!

Orchard: In Orchard class this term we have been focusing on the “Groovy Greeks”. In English we have read Greek stories for
example “The story of Icarus”, “King Midas” and “Theseus and the Minotaur story”. We have worked hard on sequencing the
stories, comprehension work and sentence building with the use of colourful semantics, along with our weekly journal writing,
handwriting and phonics lessons. In Maths we have been working on colour sorting, sequencing and shapes. The children have
work hard and have shown enthusiasm in these areas. In Science we have been looking at “Living things and their Habitats.”
We have gone on scavenger hunts to look for different living things, planted sunflowers and so categorised and sorted
different animals into their correct habitats. In Art we have been working on a 3D project designing a Greek vase. The children
looked at different vases and patterns then planned what pattern and vase they wanted to make. They then used clay to sculpt
and make their own vase following their plan. All children thoroughly enjoyed working on this this term. In PSHE we have been
talking about growing and changing and the different stages of life. We have enjoyed looking at children and adults baby
pictures and talking about things a baby may need help with and recognising who helps them to grow. Lastly, we have really
enjoyed taking part in the mini marathon this term. All children participated daily in our laps around the playground and the
field. We also had a lovely trip to Beddington Park this term all children followed instructions, show great listening skill and had
a lovely time together feeding the ducks and playing in the playground. Have an amazing half term!




TRl ae
: k*&‘”

—
L

S AR " :
St Nicholas School Newsletter /.

Jessica Souhami

Investigate

Our Investigate Pathway is for our Sensory Learners. Here the children are supported to regulate through sensory
integration so that they can access learning. They work on their communication skills using their preferred method of
communication, social skills and tolerating spaces with other children. They explore their learning through a range of
sensory activities.

Caterpillar Class: Do you believe in magic? This term has certainly felt magical! In English, we have read and explored stories such
as Please Mr Magic Fish, Room on the Broom and Cinderella, focusing on the magical elements within these texts and recreating our
own imaginative scenes. We linked this learning to Science, where we investigated exciting reactions. In Art, we studied the work of
famous artists including Franz Marc and Yayoi Kusama, drawing inspiration for our own creations. In Maths, we have continued to
build confidence with our numbers, while also developing our understanding of division. In PSHE, we have been learning about
healthy habits, including the importance of washing our hands and brushing our teeth effectively. We have enjoyed celebrating a
birthday together, and we will be ending the term with Science Week, themed ‘Awe and Wonder’, including a special trip to Higher
Drive Park. Wishing everyone a lovely half term!

Butterfly Class: Butterfly Class have had a truly magical half term exploring our topic “Do You Believe in Magic?” The pupils have
loved sharing stories with magical themes, including Room on the Broom and Aladdin. Sensory story sessions have been a real
highlight, with pupils fully engaged in exploring story props, textures, sounds and smells. The children especially enjoyed making
their own magical potions and using their senses to bring the stories to life, which linked nicely with “reactions” in science. In art,
we have been learning about famous artists Yayoi Kusama, Jackson Pollock and Piet Mondrian. The pupils explored different
colours, patterns and movement to create their own artworks inspired by each artist. These sessions encouraged creativity,
exploration and lots of joyful self-expression. In maths, our focus has been on number, addition and place value, all taught through
sensory exploration, practical activities and familiar songs. The pupils have shown great enthusiasm and confidence when learning.
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Ocean Class: Our focus this half term has been volcanos, whilst learning about volcanos we had fun working together to
make a big volcano for our class display. Our literacy focus was a book called ‘Mud’, we explored the story through a variety
of sensory props. During our cooking session the children made some jam sandwiches and helped to make some yummy
scones. We also experimented with magnets and saw how they repel and attract; we then made a big magnet using tin foil.

Forest Class: We have had a lovely spring term, learning about earthquakes and volcanoes. We have made our own
volcanoes, which erupted and enjoyed pretending to be in an earthquake. We have enjoyed our story about a lonely
volcano and found words and symbols about volcanoes. In cooking we have made and really enjoyed eating scones. We
experimented with magnets and saw how they repel and attract. Forest Class really enjoyed our trip to the local park and
enjoyed looking at sights in the local area. The children really enjoyed playing in the park and chasing the birds, they had
such a great time. We have been working on learning signs and letter sounds in phonics.
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Adventure

In our Adventure Pathway, the children learn through structure and routine. They are supported with their sensory integration and
regulation by completing sensory diets throughout the day, The children also work on their social and play skills through a range of
modelled activities. All of this is done by engaging the children using their preferred method of communication.

Grasshopper: This term we have been exploring the topic: “Do we believe in magic?” We enjoyed a sensory story of Room on the
Broom and explored different sounds, textures, and props linked to the story. The children then made their own potion pots out of
clay and decorated them. During Science Week, we made our own potions and explored different colours and reactions. We also
went on our first outing together as a class. We travelled around our local community through Coulsdon, Wallington, Croydon, and
Purley. We explored different types of transport, looked at shops in the community, and learned about staying safe on the bus. The
children also took part in the Mini Marathon and did a great job showing energy and resilience. We celebrated the 100th birthday of
David Attenborough by learning about gorillas and other animals from around the world.

Beetle: This half term the topic has been ‘Do you believe in magic?’ we have enjoyed reading the story of Room on the Broom and
exploring sensory resources which accompany the story and enhance the experience. We have also enjoyed learning about healthy
lifestyles through hand washing, teeth brushing and sorting food which is healthy and unhealthy We loved leaning about different
sea creatures to help celebrate the 100%™ birthday of David Attenborough and the beauty of the natural world, the children especially
enjoyed the pictures of Narwhals. We have been working very hard on our phonics this half term and many of the children have
moved up to diagraphs instead of single phonemes. The highlight of our half term has definitely been science week, the children

loved watching a variety of different science experiments with a sense of awe and wonder. We would like to wish everyone a
fantastic half term!

Pine: This term Pine Class have been exploring the theme, The Rumbling World. They have been exploring earthquakes and
volcanoes. We especially enjoyed making our own volcanoes using lemons as we enjoyed watching the lemon juice react with
bicarbonate of soda to create an eruption. In science we have been learning about forces and how energy can make objects move.
We have made moving rockets using wind power and through pushing down elastic bands to create an opposing force. We have also
been learning about magnets where we explored magnetic and non-magnetic materials, we made floating objects using magnets by
putting magnetic materials into the object and using a magnet to pull the object into the air. During our exploration of Picasso’s blue

period we explored drawing and colouring facial features which we used to create a portrait in style of some of Picasso’s most
famous work.
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Elm: This half term, EIm class have enjoyed exploring our topic ‘Rumbling world,’” learning about the layers of the Earth, the
movement of tectonic plates, how their movement creates volcanoes, mountains and earthquakes, and creating experiments to
simulate volcanic eruptions. Alongside volcanoes and earthquakes, we have been looking at forces and magnets. The children
explored different materials and how they responded in the presence of a magnet, learning new scientific vocabulary such as ‘attract’
and ‘repel’. Our topic book this half term, Mud, was a huge hit and the children loved engaging with the linked sensory
items/materials and many even began anticipating repeated phrases and joining in with parts of the story. We also used the story as
stimulus to identify nouns of people and characters, objects and places, as well as verbs, with children using these to create
sentences using colour semantics. We have continued to focus upon phonics and the development of early reading skills and the
children have shown excellent engagement, learning of new phonemes, digraphs and trigraphs and many are now using these to
orally blend themselves, or identify written words when orally blended by an adult. It has been a pleasure to watch the children in
Elm class grow, build relationships and make such good progress across subjects so far this year, and we look forward to welcoming
them back for an exciting final half term of the year.
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Fox Class: This half term, Fox Class have had a fantastic time exploring our exciting topic, The Rumbling World. The children
have been incredibly engaged and curious while learning all about volcanoes, earthquakes, and tectonic plates. They especially
enjoyed discovering how the Earth’s surface moves and changes, and learning about different parts of the world where
volcanoes can be active, dormant, or extinct. The children were fascinated watching videos of real volcanic eruptions and
discussing the powerful impact volcanoes can have on people and the environment. These experiences sparked lots of
thoughtful conversations, questions, and excitement within the classroom, helping to develop both their understanding of the
world and their communication skills. In Numeracy, the children have worked extremely hard and have continued to build
confidence in a range of mathematical skills. We have been focusing on place value, addition, and subtraction through practical
activities, games, and hands-on learning opportunities. The children particularly enjoyed becoming “data detectives” as they
travelled around the school asking adults questions about their favourite animals and favourite characters from films. With
support from adults, the children collected information using tally charts before presenting their findings through pictograms. It
was wonderful to see the children developing their confidence in speaking to others, gathering information, and interpreting
data in meaningful ways. In Literacy, we have continued to place a strong focus on phonics and early reading skills. The children
have been working hard on recognising sounds, identifying digraphs and trigraphs, blending words, and developing their reading
fluency. We are incredibly proud of the progress the children are making and the enthusiasm they continue to show during our
daily phonics sessions. It has been lovely to see their confidence grow when reading and communicating with both adults and
their peers. Alongside their academic learning, Fox Class have made fantastic progress in developing their independence and life
skills. The children are being encouraged to travel around the school with increasing confidence, safety, and awareness, helping
them to build important skills for everyday life. We have also seen wonderful progress in the children’s social interaction and
engagement with one another. They have worked incredibly hard on turn-taking, communication, teamwork, and building
positive relationships, and we are so proud of how much they have grown in confidence this half term. Looking ahead, the
children are very excited about their upcoming trip to Kidspace. This visit will help to further develop the children’s social
communication skills outside of the school environment, while also reinforcing important learning around stranger danger and
keeping safe in the community. We know it will be a fantastic experience for the children and a wonderful opportunity for them
to continue developing their independence and confidence.

Fox Class should all be extremely proud of themselves for their hard work, enthusiasm, and achievements this half term. We are
very much looking forward to an exciting and successful final half term of the academic year together.
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Willow Class: This term, the children have thoroughly enjoyed exploring Greek mythology through a range of focus texts
included Icarus, Theseus and the Minotaur and King Midas and the Golden Touch. The children listened to these stories and
were able to label characters, sequenced events from the stories, answered comprehension questions and designed their own
mythical creatures using their imaginations. In Maths, we have been learning all about time. The children practised telling the
time to the hour and half past and enjoyed sequencing different activities throughout the school day. We also explored sorting
objects into categories and interpreting pictograms. Alongside this, the children developed their understanding of greater than
and less than, as well as finding more and less than a given number and quantity. Our Groovy Greek topic work helped the
children learn more about Greece and its culture. They discovered where Greece is located in the world, explored the Greek flag
and learnt about traditional Greek food and clothing. The children were interested in learning about the Olympic Games and
how they first began in Ancient Greece. In Science, our topic has been “Living Things and Their Habitats”. The children learnt
about different animals and the places they live. We explored food chains and introduced new vocabulary including producers,
consumers, prey and predators. The children enjoyed discussing how living things depend on one another to survive. In Art, we
completed a fantastic 3D project inspired by Greek pottery. The children studied different Greek vases and patterns before
designing their own ideas. They then used clay to sculpt their own Greek vase. In PSHE, we have been learning about growing
and changing. The children talked about the different stages of life and enjoyed looking at baby photographs of both children
and adults. We discussed the things babies need help with and recognised the important people who help us grow and care for
us. All the children also took part in the London Mini Marathon in school challenge, running laps on the school field and
playground. They were and we are extremely proud of them.

Oak Class: This half term, we have focussed our learning on the theme, “Groovy Greeks”. In Literacy, our focus texts were
Icarus and the Minotaur, King Midas and the Golden Touch and Hercules; we explored Greek mythology through these stories,
and the children described the characters and recalled the events, answered “Wh?” questions about the events and wrote
about them. In Math, we learned about time, the passing of time, items used to measure time and telling time on analog clocks.
They also sorted our activities through the days and weeks, as well as the events they carried out at home. We also learned
about more and less and greater and less than quantities. The children also learned about sorting items according to giving
criteria in Statistics, using Venn diagrams, pictogram and tally tables. They also learned about interpreting these tables, Venn
diagram and pictograms. In Science, we learned about living things and their habitats, what they need to thrive in their habitats.
They learned about the food chain and that food chains always start with a plant. We explored producers, preys, predators, and
consumers and identified animals that belong to these categories and their relationship/position in the food chain. Science week
as always has been so much fun as we got to experience different experiments every day. We also enjoyed having some of our
parents in on Thursday as they enjoyed the volcanic explosions with us. We explored the ancient Greek, its location on the map,
the flag and some facts about Greece. We also learned about the culture, their outfits, food and way of life. We also learned
about the Ancient Greek Landmarks. In Art we designed and made vases of clay inspired by Greek vases. We also designed our
Minotaur masks inspired by Greek mythology.
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Challenge

Our challenge pathway is our Formal Pathway. Here the children have more independent methods of communication.
Children work in small groups, paired work or independently. They continue to work on social and independent skills.

Squirrel: This term our topic has been Groovy Greeks, and we have enjoyed lots of exciting learning across the curriculum. In literacy,
we read Greek myths, The story of Icarus and Theseus and the Minotaur. We completed tasks such as writing instructions on how to
make strong wings, answering questions about the stories, sequencing events, discussing character feelings and explaining reasons why
characters may have felt that way. In Maths, we focussed on multiplication and division, using equal groups and repeated addition to
solve problems. We also learned to tell the time, including o’ clock and half past. In Science, we learned about different habitats for
plants and animals and explored why these habitats are suitable environments for them. In History, we discovered who the Ancient
Greeks were and where they lived. We enjoyed tasking Greek food and learning about the Trojan War and Alexander the Great. In art
we designed our own Greek Vases and created them using clay, exploring patterns and designs inspired by Ancient Greek pottery. We
also designed a beautiful poster to celebrate David Attenborough’s 100%™ birthday, showing our creativity and learning about his

contribution to nature and wildlife. We have had a fantastic term and are very proud of all the learning and hard work the children have
shown.
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Hedgehog: This half term we have been exploring our theme of this, ‘Rumbling World’. We geography have learnt about how
Volcanoes are formed and had lots of fun making our own model volcanoes to simulate what happens when they erupt by using
coke, mentos, bicarbonate of soda and vinegar. We also looked at how the earths tectonic plates move and how this causes
earthquakes, using foam and crackers and seeing how easy it was for the two crackers to rub up against each other. When
learning about how to stay safe in an earthquake we made our own posters to shows what you should do and even tried the ‘duck
and cover’ ourselves. posters to shows what you should do and even tried the ‘duck and cover’ ourselves. In literacy we
continued exploring our theme but this time going deeper underground, reading, ‘The street beneath our feet’, and looked at
describing all the artifacts and geology you find there. We also wrote our own stories inspired by the stories of, ‘Mud!’ and ‘Petra’,
learning about exclamation marks and using the pattern of the stories to help us formulate our own. Continuing from
earthquakes we investigated the science behind forces, looking at pushing and pulling, friction and magnets. By making our own
experiment to explore friction using a car, ramp and different surfaces, we discovered that the rougher the surface is the more
friction there is and this force slows things down. In PSHE we explored different types of waste materials and what happens when
we put the rubbish in our bin, is it recycled put in a landfill. We also looked at the effect this has on our environment, and how we
should care for the world in which we live. In Art we talked about different colour schemes and explored colour mixing to make
the secondary colours and then mixing further make palettes of warm and cold colours to paint pictures of the sun and moon.

In Maths we revisited the concept of time, looking the days of the week, months and seasons and the order of activities we do during a
day from morning into nighttime. We made our own clocks and looked at how to tell the o’clock time using the longer hour hand. We
revisited place value, looking at recognising, counting and order the tens numbers, and following on to identify the tens and units in
each number. We also recapped our knowledge of 3D shape names and their properties, looking at how many edges, 2D shape faces
and vertices they have, to help us sort them and answer simple questions. In computing we have been learning how to use purple mash
to make our own pictograms. We have collected different sets of data to help us, from rolling dice and counting the results, to asking
our friends for their favourite, food, ice-cream flavour or fruit and how do we travel to school. We then imputed then created the
pictograms and used them to answer simple questions about the most or least. Our year 4s have also enjoyed the swimming this half-
term, practising their kicking and swimming backwards and forwards in the pool. As a class we have also continued to keep fit by joining
in with the Mini London Marathon, running laps around the playground after lunch time, working towards getting the most laps
possible, with some even them asking for just one more lap they were so enthusiastic. To celebrated the 100t birthday of David
Attenborough by discussing our favourite wild animals, listening to him talk about them and drawing our own to tell our friends what

we knew about them. In cooking we loved making our own pancakes, cheese and chive scones and even making our own burgers.
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Meadow: Yet another fantastic half term here in Meadow Class! The children particularly enjoyed Science Week, which was filled with a
range of exciting scientific experiments. They were absolutely thrilled to welcome parents into the classroom during Parents
Engagement session. It was wonderful to see the children sharing their enthusiasm for learning with their families. In English, the class
started exploring Greek myths and found them entirely captivating. The first myth was about a father and son who were trapped in an
impossible-to-escape maze by a cruel king. The children were amazed by the ingenious plan the prisoners came up with, using bird
feathers to escape through the air. The class also read the story of Theseus and the Minotaur and focused on identifying and naming
emotions, discussing how these emotions influenced the characters’ behaviour throughout the story. In phonics, the class worked very
hard on practising and applying their skills through a range of sentence writing activities. The children used their phonics knowledge to
identify alternative spellings for long vowel sounds using sound mounds and to recognise consonant diagraphs. They also consolidated
their learning through board games, online phonic games, and spelling challenges. In maths, the class continued developing their
multiplication and division skills, while also focusing on money. The children practised recognising the value of both coins and notes and
worked hard on counting different amounts of money accurately. They were encouraged to focus on the correct use of the pound and
pence symbols and enjoyed taking part in money counting board games and online activities to further develop their skills. Some of the
children even took on the challenge of using mixed coins to give change from ten pounds. Although it looked easy at first, it proved to
be quite a tricky task, oh dear! In RE, the class started a new topic called “What Do We Believe?’ The children explored what belief
means and thought carefully about their own beliefs, values, and the things that are important to them. They also discussed how
different people may have different beliefs and learned about the importance of showing respect and kindness towards others, even
when beliefs may differ. The class engaged in some thoughtful discussions and showed great maturity when sharing their ideas. In
history, our classroom has been buzzing with excitement as we travelled back to Ancient Greece! The children have absolutely loved
bringing history to life. They became real explorers—hunting for Greek islands on our classroom globes, building their own timelines,
and diving into the legendary story of the Trojan Horse. We also looked at how the Greek Empire changed the world, and the children
did a wonderful job writing all about the incredible life of Alexander the Great. From the bravery of Leonidas to the clever minds of
Aristotle and Pythagoras, it has been a joy to see the children so inspired and eager to learn every day! Meadow Class would like to
wish you all a lovely half term with plenty of sunshine!
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Lake: Lake class have had another great term of learning and have been enjoying the topic Groovy Greeks. The children have been
learning about Greek myths in English and have read and completed comprehension work on Theseus and the Minotaur and Icarus and
Daedalus. The class have been practising their sentence work and have been extending sentences using adjectives and verbs and have
also been writing some short stories using a planning template and picture prompts. In maths we have been learning about data
handling and how to interpret data from different types of graphs. The children each picked a topic of interest and enthusiastically
went round to some of the classrooms and conducted a survey. They have put this information into a bar chart.

Valley: We have had another fun and interesting term in Valley class. We have enjoyed learning about Ancient Greece through our
topic “Groovy Greeks”. In English we have been reading Greek Myths and have particularly enjoyed making out own mythical creatures
and turning things golden when we read “King Midas and the Golden Touch”. We have been practising using adjectives to describe
characters including the terrifying Minotaur. As part of our Groovy Greeks topic, we have also been learning about Ancient Greece, the
Greek Gods and some famous landmarks like the Parthenon. We have made some beautiful Ancient Greek pots in art with clay,
concentrating on painting them in reds, oranges, brown and black tones. We made Greek foods in cooking like tzatziki and pitta bread.
In maths we have been learning about data handling. We carried out surveys, including the car colours in the staff car park and how
many of each colour Smarties we had in a tube. We have been making pictograms, and then in computing lessons, we have practised
making pictograms, bar charts and pie charts on Purple Mash and Busy Things. The children are fantastic at making these! Also in
maths, we have been learning about money. We had a market in class where children could practise paying for toys, books and fruit
and vegetables. We have been practising recognising coins and using them to make larger amounts. We also had a playdough shop
where the children paid for all the ingredients they needed to make their own playdough. Our apologies if they want to spend all of
your money in half term!
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London Mini-Marathon: We have been really active taking part in the London Mini Marathon in school challenge! Both children and
staff across the school have enjoyed getting moving, teaming up, and raising funds for a very meaningful cause — The Lullaby Trust.
Some classes tackled laps on the school field, others walked or jogged around the playground, whilst some children done laps along the
Trim Trail. It’s been fantastic to see such enthusiasm, determination, and teamwork from everyone involved. Staff members also joined
in on the fun, showing real dedication and making the whole experience even better for the children. We were excited that our therapy
dog, Nala, joined in too! Nala absolutely loved being part of the activities and helped keep the spirits high along the way. Most
importantly, a huge thank you goes out to all the persons who generously donated for The Lullaby Trust. Your kindness means a lot and
will support the charity in its vital work of helping families and promoting safer sleep for babies.




School Council: Our School Council have had a truly fantastic half term and have continued
to be wonderful role models across the school. The children have embraced their
responsibilities with great enthusiasm, maturity, and pride, showing excellent teamwork and
commitment in everything they do. One of their favourite responsibilities has been helping
to run our whole-school fruit scheme. Members of the School Council have thoroughly
enjoyed travelling around the school to deliver fruit to classes each day, helping to promote
healthy eating and positive choices for everyone. The children especially love wearing their
Tesco and Sainsbury’s uniforms while carrying out their important jobs, which gives them a
real sense of purpose, responsibility, and ownership. It has been wonderful to see how
empowered and confident the children feel in these roles, and they take their duties
incredibly seriously. This half term, the School Council also took part in several exciting
meetings where they discussed ideas for creating a whole-school mural that would
represent our school community. After sharing ideas, listening to one another, and working
collaboratively, the children decided to create a beautiful tree display in the school
reception area. The tree is already becoming a very special part of our school environment
and symbolises growth, belonging, and community. So far, around 70% of the children in the
school have added their handprints to the tree, making every pupil part of this wonderful
shared project. The children have loved getting involved and seeing their contribution
become part of something so meaningful. Over the coming weeks, staff members will also
begin adding their handprints along the bottom of the tree to represent the roots. This
beautifully reflects the idea that, together, the adults in our school help to nurture, support,
and encourage our children as they grow, flourish, and achieve their full potential. Looking
ahead to next half term, the School Council are excited to continue making a difference
within our school community. We will be meeting with the premises team to discuss our
newly developed and fully equipped outdoor play area. The children are eager to share their
ideas about how to make the space enjoyable, welcoming, and accessible for everyone. We
are incredibly proud of the thoughtful ideas, teamwork, and leadership skills our School
Council continue to demonstrate, and we cannot wait to see what they achieve next.
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David Attenborough 10*" Birthday: We were absolutely thrilled to celebrate the 100th
birthday of our national treasure, Sir David Attenborough. It was a truly special occasion for
our whole school community, and the children enthusiastically took part in a wide range of
exciting activities inspired by the natural world and Sir David’s incredible work across his
lifetime. Throughout the day, classrooms were buzzing with creativity, curiosity, and
conversation. Some classes designed spectacular birthday cakes for Sir David, carefully
thinking about the animals, habitats, and colours that he loves so much. Other children
created beautiful collages inspired by the many amazing creatures he has introduced us to
through his documentaries, using a variety of materials and textures to bring the animal
kingdom to life. Our outdoor learning area became a hub of exploration and discovery, with
some of our pupils becoming wildlife reporters for the day. Armed with cameras and huge
enthusiasm, they went on mini beast hunts, taking videos and observing insects and other
creatures in their natural habitats.he children loved searching carefully, spotting movement
in the grass, and talking about what they found. Elsewhere around the school, children shared
their knowledge and excitement about their favourite animals. From lions and elephants to
sea turtles and butterflies, pupils confidently spoke about why these animals are special to
them and what makes them unique. It was wonderful to see the children so engaged, curious,
and inspired by the world around them.
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Science Week: During Science Week, we explored the theme “Curiosity: What’s the Question?” The children were encouraged to ask
questions, investigate, and think about how things work. Each class celebrated Science Week in their own way through a variety of
engaging science activities across the week. Some classes made lava lamps, while others explored colourful explosions and discovered
invisible ink through a range of exciting experiments. The children enjoyed observing reactions, exploring different materials, and
talking about what they noticed during each activity. The week encouraged the children to work together, share ideas, and develop
their confidence when trying new activities. They enjoyed making predictions, exploring new resources, and discovering how different
experiments worked. It was wonderful to see so much enthusiasm, curiosity, and excitement for science across the school.

Thank you and enjoy the break!

We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to all parents and carers who attended our parent engagement events this week. We
hope that you enjoyed sharing some learning with your child and were wowed by some of the Science experiments. Your involvement

and support make such a positive difference to our school community and to your children's learning and wellbeing.

As we head into the half-term break, we hope you all have a lovely, restful time together as families. With the warm weather hopefully
continuing, we hope you're able to get outside and enjoy some sunshine! We look forward to welcoming everyone back refreshed and

ready for the second half of the summer term on Tuesday 2" June.
Many Thanks
Katie Goodwin

Head Teacher
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Please be aware that St Nicholas
school will not accept requests

for DLA or mobility (blue badge)
g letters after

Tuesday 30" June 2026.

If you need a DLA supporting letter or
help with a blue badge letter by the end
of term please tell us as soon as
possible so we can write this in good
time.




