chool News

St Nicholas School Newsletter

Dear Parents and Carers,

What a fun and busy half term it has been at St Nicholas School! Our
children and staff have coped brilliantly in the extreme heat, showing
real resilience and adaptability. We’ve had a wonderful programme of
trips and community visits taking place across the school, giving our
pupils fantastic opportunities to learn beyond the classroom. It’s been
lovely to welcome many parents in for sports days and picnics — these
events really bring our school community together and we have loved
seeing your children shine at these events.

Nala — St Nicholas School Therapy Dog: | am delighted to report
that Nala, our Cavapoo, has successfully passed her Therapy Dog
Assessment through PAWS Training and is now officially our school
therapy dog.

Nala will work alongside trained staff to support selected children across
the school. Therapy dogs can play a valuable role in enhancing pupils'
emotional wellbeing, confidence and engagement with learning.
Research and experience from schools show that interaction with
therapy dogs can help reduce anxiety, improve emotional regulation,
develop social skills and increase self-esteem. Therapy dogs are also
often used to support children during periods of transition, following
difficult experiences, or when additional emotional support is needed.

In addition, therapy dogs can encourage reluctant readers by providing
a calm, non-judgemental audience, helping children build confidence
and enjoyment in reading. Their presence can contribute to a positive
and nurturing school environment, supporting pupils' mental health and
wellbeing. Nala has already been supporting some of our children and
this has been a beneficial experience for them.

We are excited to welcome Nala in her new role and look forward to the
positive impact she will have on the children and wider school
community.
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Important Dates:

Thursday 3™ September: Children return
Tuesday 8" September: Reception Stay and
Play

Thursday 10t September: Reception Stay
and Play

Tuesday 15" September: Reception Stay and
Play

Friday 18" September: Jeans for Genes Day
Monday 21° September: New Reception
children start

w/c 5% October: Black History Month
Tuesday 6" October: Flu vaccinations
Wednesday 7" October Flu Vaccinations
Friday 9*" October: Mental Health Day

w/c 19*" October: Sensory Week and Parent
Engagement Week

October 20 and 21°: Whole School Photos
Friday 23" October: Mufti Day

Monday 26" October-Friday 30" October:
Half Term

Monday 2"! November: Children return
Friday 6" November: Diwali Celebrations
Wednesday 11" November: Day of
Remembrance

Friday 13t November: Children In Need

w/c 16" November: Road Safety Week
Tuesday 24" November: KS1 Winter Craft
Wednesday 25" November: KS2 winter Craft
Friday 27" November: School Closed
Wednesday 9" December: Christmas Shows
Thursday 10" December: Christmas Shows
Tuesday 15" December: Father Christmas
visit

Wednesday 16" December: Christmas Lunch
Friday 18t December: Last Day — break up at
1:30
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Discovery

This term, our Discovery Pathway have looked at the topic ‘To Infinity and Beyond’ and have read books such as
Whatever Next and Zoom to the Moon.

Bumblebee Class: Bumblebee Class have enjoyed learning about the planets in our Solar System this term and have been busy with
lots of different art activities to represent the 8 planets. The books we have read and used for our literacy activities are Whatever
Next! Zoom to the Moon and 10 Little Aliens, we have also sung many songs which have now become favourites such as the Singing
Hands version of 5 little Astronauts and the Kids TV 123 - Solar system song. We have also had a week Learning about the Country
Japan during a World Cup focus where we had sensory activities around Cherry blossom parties (Hanabi) and wrote and copied our
names in Hiragana. We have just had our Sports day and Class picnic and we enjoyed showing our grown-ups how well we have done
this year in reception and that we are now ready for the rest of our school journey and Year 1 in September.

Ladybird Class: We have had so much fun in Ladybird class this term and it has been a very busy and hot one!! The children have
coped well, being out of the usual routines for certain events like the M&M show, Sports day, the Picnic and having lots of different
visitors coming into class. They have all loved the ‘Paddling Pool’ and water play activities especially splashing me and the team. We
have shared some lovely books including ‘10 little aliens’, ‘Zoom to the moon’ and ‘Whatever next’ and the children were very
engaged with all the activities. We have also done lots of activities to celebrate the World cup and focussed on Learning about
Croatia, making the colours of their flag with play dough and listening to traditional music. We ended the term with our best signing
voices and best dance moves in our St Nicks got talent show! It has been an amazing reception year. We will miss all the children but
wish them well as they enter Year 1.

Dragonfly Class: What a busy term we’ve had! This terms topic was all about Space. Throughout ‘To infinity and beyond’ we read
some lovely books including ‘10 little aliens’, ‘Zoom to the moon’ and ‘Whatever next’ and the children were very engaged with all
the activities. We made alien patterns in maths and Globe biscuits in cooking, practiced our scissor skills when cutting out stars and
learnt about the planets and the solar system. In addition to our Space topic, we also learnt about New Zealand — our chosen
country to celebrate the World Cup and international week. The children loved talking about the animals that can be found in New
Zealand and enjoyed learning about the Maori culture, we even learnt the Haka dance!! Then we ended the term with some great
days! a super sports day and lovely family picnic and showed off our musical talents by playing claves in our St Nicks got talent show!
What a fantastic Summer term!

Spider Class: Spider class have enjoyed our topic ‘To Infinity and Beyond.” They have enjoyed learning about the planets, sang
different space songs such as ‘Zoom to the Moon’ and they have enjoyed all the different stories we have read. Their favourite story
was ‘Whatever Next’ and they enjoyed exploring resources with the story to act out baby bear going to the moon. For International
Week and The World cup, we learnt about Australia and all the different animals that live there. We also learnt about the different
music, places and people. For Art week, we focussed on sunflowers by Van Gogh and made our own version and we focussed on
how giving flowers to people is a kind thing to do. Spider class enjoyed sports day and the picnic and enjoyed showing our families
how well we can do in PE and all the fantastic learning we have done this year. Well done, Spider Class!
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Explore

Our Explore Pathway learn through play or engage in practical experiences in their learning to generalise and transfer skills.
Children also work on their social and communication skills through these experiences. Our younger Explorers focused on a
topic called ‘To infinity and beyond’ whereas our older Explorers focused on ‘The Rumbling World’ and ‘The Groovy Greeks’.

Giraffe Class: Giraffe Class have had a busy and fun-filled term. We have thoroughly enjoyed our topic, 'To Infinity and Beyond',
where we had lots of fun learning about space. We explored the stories The Dinosaur That Pooped and Eric and the Red Planet,
which inspired many of our activities. We created lots of interesting artwork, including planets, astronaut helmets and a heart-
inspired piece for Art Week based on the theme of kindness. In Maths, we have been learning about position and direction and
have enjoyed incorporating Bee-Bots into our learning, combining our computing and maths skills. We also set up Giraffe Café,
where we practised recognising coins and exchanging money to buy different items. This helped us to develop our understanding
of money through fun, practical activities. As part of our learning about the Football World Cup, our focus country was Saudi
Arabia. We enjoyed listening to Saudi Arabian music and worked together to create a colourful poster, learning about some of
the country's culture, traditions and famous landmarks along the way. We particularly enjoyed discovering interesting facts
about life in Saudi Arabia and comparing them to our own experiences. A highlight of the term was Sports Day, where we
enjoyed taking part in a variety of running, jumping and throwing activities. It was especially wonderful to share this event with
our parents, and we thoroughly enjoyed cheering on some of the Giraffe Class parents in the parent race. We were also lucky to
have two visiting theatre productions this term, Treasure Island and Dr Dolittle. We really enjoyed these experiences and
particularly loved the songs and music. Thank you to all of our families for your support throughout the year. We wish you a
wonderful summer filled with rest, fun and special memories. To our Giraffe children, we wish you all the very best as you take
the next steps in your learning journey. Keep believing in yourselves, embracing new challenges and showing the amazing
qualities that make you so special. We know you will continue to flourish and make us incredibly proud.

Elephant Class: Elephant Class has had a wonderful final term exploring our exciting topic, “To Infinity and Beyond!” The children
have thoroughly enjoyed discovering all about space through our class stories, Eric and the Big Red Planet and The Dinosaurs That
Pooped a Planet. These books inspired lots of imaginative play, role play and discussion, encouraging the children to ask
guestions, make predictions and develop their communication and listening skills. It has been lovely to see their enthusiasm and
curiosity grow as they explored what life might be like in space. In Science, the children have loved learning about space and our
solar system. They enjoyed exploring the different planets, talking about their colours, sizes and features, and finding out
interesting facts about each one. We have enjoyed a class visit to space, where we became an astronaut. In Maths, our focus has
been on developing the children’s understanding of one more and one less through practical activities, games and songs. We have
also been exploring the concept of money and exchange where we have set up a shop in the afternoons for the children to buy a
snack. This term has also been filled with many exciting experiences beyond the classroom. The children thoroughly enjoyed
watching Dr Dolittle and the fantastic M&M Productions performance, where they joined in enthusiastically with the songs and
characters. They showed excellent determination and teamwork during Sports Day, making us incredibly proud with their positive
attitudes and willingness to try their best. Our class picnic gave everyone the opportunity to enjoy spending time together
outdoors, and our end-of-year trip to Kidspace was a huge success. The children had a wonderful time exploring the play
equipment, climbing, sliding, building friendships and creating lasting memories together. As we come to the end of the school
year, we are incredibly proud of everything the children in Elephant Class have achieved. Every child has made their own unique
progress, whether that has been growing in confidence, developing new skills, building friendships or becoming more
independent. It has been a privilege to watch them learn, laugh and flourish throughout the year, and they have continually
amazed us with their resilience, curiosity and enthusiasm for learning. We would like to thank all of our families for their ongoing
support throughout the year. We hope you all have a wonderful, restful and well-deserved summer break, and we wish our
children the very best as they continue their learning journey. We know they will all continue to shine and make us proud.
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Zebra Class: This half term, we have been learning all about space in our topic “To Infinity and Beyond!” We explored space
through songs, art activities and a space sensory bin. The children loved discovering different planets, stars and the sun through
hands-on play and arts. We made colourful sun and star collages, created playdough planets, and painted our own Solar System.
On our Picnic Day, we enjoyed reading the story Whatever Next! using sensory props to help bring the story to life. Afterwards,
the children used cotton wool to paint pictures of the Earth. As the weather has been very warm, we have had lots of fun with
water and ice play to help us keep cool. The children enjoyed exploring melting ice, splashing in water, filling and pouring. One of
our favourite activities was setting up a car wash, where the children worked together to wash and clean the cars! In Maths, we
have been learning about time and number. We used timers to predict how many minutes it would take to build different
structures and then timed ourselves to see if we could beat the clock. We have also been learning to subtract within 5, find
different ways to make 5, and compare amounts using “more” and “fewer” through lots of practical and hands-on activities. In
Cooking, the children had great fun preparing and tasting fruit kebabs and jam sandwiches, while developing their independence
and food preparation skills. A huge thank you to all our families and friends who came to support us at Sports Day and our Picnic
Day. The children loved sharing these special moments with you. We are so proud of all the children and everything they have
achieved this term. We wish you all a wonderful summer holiday!

Badger Class: What a whirlwind of a term we have had in Badger Class! Our "To Infinity and Beyond" theme has been the perfect
way to wrap up a truly amazing year. Here is a look at the final adventures we have shared: We have delved into all things space!
Using our favourite stories, Eric and the Big Red Planet and The Dinosaur That Pooped a Planet, the children have used their
wonderful imaginations to fuel some fantastic learning. We’ve been busy making and painting our own paper-mache planets and
creating our very own space-themed worlds. We have been lucky enough to enjoy some fantastic live entertainment with M&M
Productions. The children were mesmerised watching performances like Dr. Dolittle and other exciting tales. Our Sports Day was
a day to remember! It was wonderful to see so many of you cheering from the sidelines. The children showed such incredible
spirit; they are quite a competitive bunch, and they worked so hard to give their best in every race! Thank you to everyone who
came to support them. The beautiful summer weather has meant we’ve spent as much time as possible enjoying outdoor
learning and play. We also had a wonderful time exploring and cooling off with some messy water play. A huge thank you to all
our Badger Class parents who joined us for our school picnic! It was so lovely to see so many of you there to share lunch, join in
our activities, and spend a special afternoon with your children. We also had an incredible day out at Kidspace! The children had
so much fun exploring, and we were so proud of how beautifully they behaved. They cooled off and enjoyed a happy meal in
McDonald’s! It has been an absolute joy and a privilege to teach your children this year. They have grown so much, and we are so
proud of everything they have achieved. Badger Class would like to wish all our families a wonderful, restful summer break.
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Lion: Lion Class have had a wonderful end to their year. They have completed learning about their topic ‘Rumbling
World’. They had the opportunity to visit the Natural History Museum to have a firsthand experience of an
earthquake. In addition, they also enjoyed the experience of making their own erupting volcanoes using
bicarbonate of soda and vinegar. All the children thoroughly enjoyed the experiments. We have had lots of fun
investigating our cave and acting like cave people with our dressing up. We also investigated different types of
rocks and soil. As a part of our Art Week celebrations the children collaborated on a piece of art called, ‘Drops of
Kindness’ based on the work of Nicolene Botha. They used lots of creative techniques such as collage, painting and
cutting skills. During the week the children attended an African drumming workshop. As a part of their topic work,
they also created cave paintings which were displayed in our classroom. In English, we have been listening to Stone
Age era stories such as Cave Baby and Esme’s Rock. The children have been using colourful semantics to create
sentences based on the books. In Maths, we have been counting in different ways forwards and backwards from a
given number. We have also begun to match the quantity to a given number. We thoroughly enjoyed learning
about time and ordering our different activities and events throughout our day. In PHSE, we looked at safe places
and people who can help us. Towards the end of term we participated in sports day, attended two plays and took
part in St Nicholas Has Got Talent. We sang and signed the song ‘Fireworks’ by Singing Hands. We hope you have
an amazing holiday. Stay safe!

River: Wow! Another year over, but what a year it has been! This final term has been filled with incredible learning
and fun. The children have shown fantastic progress and real maturity across all areas, and while we are sad to see
the school year end, we are incredibly proud of everything they have achieved. Our topic learning, "Rumbling
World," took us on a journey exploring earthquakes and volcanoes. We investigated how the Earth moves, learned
essential safety steps for what to do during an earthquake, and even created our own chemical-reaction volcanoes.
In science, we explored different rock types, developing our skills in organising and categorising them. The children
then used a variety of new skills and materials to create highly imaginative artwork based on this Earth theme. To
connect our topic with English, we read the fantastic book Stone Age Boy. This story served as the focal point for
our Parent Engagement Day and lovely class picnic. We used the text to build sequencing skills and deepen
empathy by imagining how the characters felt. The children then wrote their own versions of the story, deciding
where their main character would travel and what challenges they would overcome. The book also inspired us to
recreate ancient cave art using paints, pens, and stencils on a giant roll of cardboard. In maths, we continued to
secure our core number knowledge, successfully applying it to multiplication and division. The children also
explored time, shape, position, and direction. Finally, we dived into statistics by carrying out our own surveys and
learning how to transform our collected data into clear graphs. Our learning extended well beyond the classroom
with some fantastic trips. We took exciting visits to Tesco to build confidence in public, which concluded with
buying ingredients to make delicious chocolate treats. We also enjoyed a brilliant day out at the Science Museum,
exploring interactive activities and hands-on sensory experiences. It was a tiring but absolutely wonderful day out.
We wrapped up the term with some brilliant whole-school events. During World Cup Week, we had a fantastic time
learning all about Mexico by singing the national anthem, exploring geography, and making fresh salsa and
guacamole. Sports Day was equally wonderful, and it was fantastic to see the children running, racing, and jumping
while showing excellent teamwork as thev cheered each other on.
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Orchard: We have had an AMAZING last term in Orchard Class. It has been a very hot and busy half term be we are
very impressed with how well the children have handled the extreme heat. We have had lots of water play, events
such as Sports day, M&M theatre show, the school Picnic and having lots of different visitors coming into class. We
had a wonderful time celebrating International Week alongside the World Cup. Orchard Class chose to represented
Brazil, embracing its culture by listening to traditional music and creating a poster displaying all things Brazil. In
PSHE/RSE, the year 5 and 6 children learnt about puberty and the changes that happen to boys and girls as they
grow. We discussed the importance of looking after ourselves, maintaining good hygiene and understanding how
our bodies change. The children also learnt about the PANTS rule, helping them to understand personal safety and
trusted adults in an age-appropriate way. We rounded off the term with St Nick's Got Talent, which was a fantastic
way to celebrate all the children's achievements and confidence.

Beech: Beech Class have had a fantastic last term! We continued our topic, The Groovy Greeks, and ventured out to the British
Museum, one of the busiest museums in London, to explore the galleries. | must say that the children were amazing and
represented the school brilliantly. Despite the extremely hot weather, the children have handled the heat brilliantly. They have
enjoyed plenty of water play and taken part in a variety of exciting events, including Sports Day, the M&M Theatre Show and
the school picnic. We also had a wonderful time celebrating International Week alongside the World Cup. Beech Class chose to
cheer on Ronaldo—or should | say Portugal! The children enjoyed creating posters and supporting their team until their
unfortunate exit from the tournament. In Maths, we have continued developing our numeracy skills and explored positional
language and statistics. The children especially enjoyed finding out where Teddy was hiding—whether under the table, behind
the bushes, or somewhere else around the classroom! In English, the children continued learning about Greek myths. They
sequenced stories, wrote character descriptions, and answered questions about the myths that were read to them. Alongside
this, they continued to develop their phonics, handwriting, and reading skills. In PSHE/RSE, the Year 5 and 6 children learned
about puberty and the changes that happen to boys and girls as they grow. We discussed the importance of looking after
ourselves, maintaining good hygiene, and understanding how our bodies change. The children also learned about the PANTS
rule, helping them to understand personal safety and identify trusted adults in an age-appropriate way. The children also took
part in St Nick’s Got Talent, performing I’m Still Standing from the film Sing—one of our class favourites—to their friends
across the school. | must say that we know how to move! It was wonderful to see the children sharing their confidence and
enthusiasm with others. Finally, we enjoyed our final school trip of the year to Kidspace and McDonald’s with our friends from
Orchard Class. | am incredibly proud of all the children and the independence they have shown throughout the year. | would

like to say farewell and good luck to my Year 6 pupils as they move on to their next adventure, and a “see you next term” to

the remaining children. Have a fantastic summer holiday and thank you for a wonderful year together!
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Our Investigate Pathway is for our Sensory Learners. Here the children are supported to regulate through sensory
integration so that they can access learning. They work on their communication skills using their preferred method of
communication, social skills and tolerating spaces with other children. They explore their learning through a range of

sensory activities. Our younger Investigators have focused on the topic ‘To Infinity and beyond’ and our older
Investigators have focused on the topic ‘The Rumbling World’.

Caterpillar Class: What a fun and exciting term we have had in Caterpillar Class! Our topic, 'To Infinity and Beyond', has
inspired lots of wonderful learning and exploration. We have enjoyed sharing a variety of stories, including Whatever
Next! and The Alien That Pooped a Planet. In Geography, we explored different types of weather through sensory
experiences and hands-on activities. During Art Week, themed 'Curiosity and Kindness', we looked at the work of artist
Jason Naylor and recreated colourful heart-inspired artwork. We also enjoyed designing and creating our own free-
standing chairs. Sports Day was a blast! The children had great fun exploring bubbles and foam, as well as taking part in
jumping and climbing activities. We also had a lovely time at the picnics. Thank you to all the parents who attended—it
was wonderful to see such a strong sense of community and togetherness. We rounded off the term with St Nick's Got
Talent, which was a fantastic way to celebrate all the children's achievements and confidence. It has been an absolute
pleasure teaching your children for the past two years. Thank you for your continued support throughout this time. |
wish you all an amazing summer and look forward to seeing, hearing about your adventures in the new school year.

Butterfly Class: Butterfly Class have had a fantastic time exploring our topic, "To Infinity and Beyond". We enjoyed
sharing the stories 10 Little Aliens and There’s No Place Like Space, and loved exploring the sensory props and
illustrations that brought the stories to life. Throughout the term, we have been learning about planets and space
through a range of sensory trays, science activities and hands-on exploration. The children showed great curiosity as
they discovered more about the solar system and the world beyond our planet. In Maths, we have been focusing on
number skills through money role-play activities, where the children practised exchanging coins and taking part in
simple shopping experiences. We have also been learning about position and direction through practical games and
activities. As part of our learning about the Football World Cup, our focus country was South Africa. We enjoyed
listening to South African music and worked together to create a colourful poster, learning about some of the country's
culture and traditions along the way. During Art Week, our theme was Curiosity and Kindness, and we learned about
the artist Vincent van Gogh. We explored his famous paintings The Starry Night and Sunflowers, before creating our
own artwork inspired by his use of colour and texture. The children showed great creativity and produced some
fantastic pieces of art.
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Ocean Class: Ocean class have enjoyed a busy few weeks, especially enjoying our sensory story of ‘Esme’s Rock’. During
our Outdoor Learning sessions we planted some cress seeds, we check them regularly to see how much they have

grown and to water them. During our Maths sessions we have been focusing on position and direction, we incorporated
this into our ICT and had fun directing the Beebots and remote-control cars.

Forest Class: Forest Class have had a great term; we have enjoyed our trips to the local area and the children really did
such good listening and had so much fun. The children really enjoyed Outdoor learning lessons and have spent time
exploring the area and looking for plants. We have worked hard on our communication sessions and learnt lots of new
signs and symbols. As part of International Week, we made posters about Spain and chose to be a football player or a
flamenco dancer. For Art week, we made our own version of Van Gogh's the sunflowers and gave each other sunflowers

to show us being kind. We had a lovely picnic and enjoyed spending time with our families. We have had a really busy
and fun term together.
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Adventure

In our Adventure Pathway, the children learn through structure and routine. They are supported with their sensory
integration and regulation by completing sensory diets throughout the day. The children also work on their social and
play skills through a range of modelled activities. All of this is done by engaging the children using their preferred method
of communication.
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Grasshopper: What a fantastic end to the school year Grasshopper Class has had! Our topic this half term was ‘To
Infinity and Beyond’ and the children thoroughly enjoyed exploring all things space. In Science, we learned about
the planets, as well as day and night. The children loved investigating the world around them through a range of
exciting, hands-on activities. We had a wonderful time celebrating International Week alongside the World Cup.
Grasshopper Class proudly represented Scotland, embracing Scottish culture by listening to traditional music and
creating a poster displaying all things Scotland. It was wonderful to share our Sensory Sports Day with so many of
you. The children thoroughly enjoyed exploring the different activities in our new MUGA area. During Art Week,
our whole school focused on the theme ‘Curiosity and Kindness’. We enjoyed taking part in an exciting African
drumming workshop and explored the work of artists Alma Thomas and Damien Hirst. Inspired by Damien Hirst’s
butterfly artwork, we worked together to create a beautiful whole-class butterfly masterpiece using our
fingerprints. We were also lucky to have two fantastic theatre performances. The children were mesmerised by
Dr Dolittle and thoroughly enjoyed the M&M Productions performance of Treasure Island. During the warmer
weather, we made the most of the sunshine with lots of water play. One of the highlights was cooling off by
“swimming” in our paddling pool, creating plenty of smiles, laughter, and happy memories! To finish the term,
we enjoyed a lovely family picnic, giving everyone the opportunity to celebrate a wonderful year together. We
also proudly performed ‘My Happy Song’ at St Nick’s Got Talent, and the children were amazing. They enjoyed
expressing themselves through singing, humming along, and playing the instruments. It has been a pleasure
watching the children grow in confidence throughout the year. Thank you for all your continued support. Have a
relaxing and fun summer holiday!

Beetle: This Term Beetle Class have demonstrated fantastic fortitude continuing to learn through the extreme
heat with the relief of some waterplay and paddling pool days. We have greatly enjoyed exploring the topic of
‘To Infinity and Beyond’, and especially enjoyed the range of space themed activities relating to the topic book
‘Eric and the Red Planet’. Beetle class enthusiastically engaged with Art Week, we explored the artist Jaxon
Pollock and made some wonderful, shared art pieces through paint flicking, paint dripping and paint splatting
and enjoyed exploring a wide range of resources to mark make with. We have had a very busy term and loved
watching the two theatre show performances, we then had our own chance to shine on stage during the St-Nicks
Got Talent, talent show where they performed sleeping bunnies and made us all very proud! The children all
joined in fantastically during our sensory sports day session, it was great to see so many parents joining us during
this event and for the parent engagement and picnic sessions.
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Elm: Elm class have thoroughly enjoyed continuing to explore our topic of Rumbling World, reading Cave
Man Dave, using colourful semantics to make sentences about the story and engage in role play from the
Stone Age. The have also enjoyed looking more in depth at rocks and soils within Science, the different
classifications of rocks (igneous, sedimentary and metamorphic) and exploring their differences in hands
on activities. The children are also very excited to explore our previously learnt topic of life cycles in more
depth during our upcoming visit to Garson’s Pick Your Own Farm on Monday 13" July, to look at the
different stages of the life cycle of flowering plants, their production of fruit and of course, to explore
picking and tasting different fruits too. In the build-up to the World Cup and during International Week, we
learnt more about one of the competing countries, Morocco, through a sensory story, involving sounds you
might hear in Morocco, smelling spices which you might find in a souk, cooking and tasting traditional
dishes (such as Moroccan spiced cous cous) and engaging in adapted traditional cultural activities, such
as henna hand art (with face paints). Later on in the term, during Art Week, the children engaged in a
drumming workshop which they thoroughly enjoyed. Elm class have continued learning about time,
statistics, multiplication and division in Mathematics and their own individual targets within Phonics. We
have recently completed Phonics Assessments for the end of year and are incredibly proud of the progress
which the children have made. Elm class are phonics superstars!

Pine: Pine Class have had a busy half term! We really enjoyed International Week where we learnt about the
country of Canada. We used collage to create Canadian flags and used books to explore what animals live in
Canada. In numeracy we have been learning how to add numbers together using a number line, how to describe
the position of objects and how to tell the time. During art week we created collaborative picture in the style of
Claude Monet for the theme Curiosity and Kindness. We also took part in an African drumming workshop. Our
topic this term was the Stone Age where we created cave art using silhouettes and chalk, explored the inside of a
cave to find different artifacts and we even created a 3D woolly mammoth. We wrote sentences and sequenced
events from our Stone Age texts. In computing we have been using technology to learn about directions. We
used Beebots, remote control cars and coding critters to practise moving in different directions. We also put
some obstacles in their path so the children how to problem solve how to move around the obstacles without
hitting them. Pine Class had so much fun during sports day with the class taking part in different races including
running races and an egg and spoon race. We also enjoyed the obstacle course and taking part in parachute
games. We have had a lovely year in Pine Class and we wish the children all the best in their new classes in
September. They will be fabulous! Have a lovely summer.
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Fox Class: A Wonderful Summer Term of Learning and Discovery! Fox Class has had an incredible Summer Term filled
with exciting, hands-on learning experiences, and we have been very fortunate to make the most of our wonderful
outdoor learning area. During our nature walks, the children explored the environment with great enthusiasm,
collecting natural treasures such as pinecones, acorns, leaves, and twigs. These were used to create beautiful pieces
of artwork inspired by our theme of Curiosity and Kindness. The children decorated heart shapes to represent the
kindness, friendship, and compassion they show towards one another, while the natural materials reflected their
curiosity as they investigated the world around them. Sports Day was another fantastic highlight! The children took
part in a variety of fun, sensory-based physical activities in the MUGA, demonstrating determination, resilience, and
excellent teamwork. We were especially proud to see so many parents and carers cheering the children on
throughout the day. Your support made the event even more special. Fox Class also enjoyed an unforgettable
African drumming workshop led by an experienced drummer with over 30 years of expertise. The children explored
rhythm through cause-and-effect activities, copied and repeated simple drumming patterns, and practised listening
carefully and following instructions. It was wonderful to see everyone fully engaged and enjoying making music
together. This term has been packed with practical, meaningful learning opportunities that have encouraged
curiosity, communication, creativity, and confidence. We are incredibly proud of everything Fox Class has achieved
and look forward to many more exciting adventures together.
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Willow Class: This term has been a busy and memorable term, filled with exciting learning experiences, special
events and opportunities for the children to shine. We spent some time celebrating our year together in Willow
Class, reflecting on how much everyone has grown and all the hard work they have put in throughout the year. It
has been a pleasure to see the children's confidence develop. Last week, we celebrated Art Week, where the
theme was 'Curiosity and Kindness' . The children explored what kindness means and worked together to
create a beautiful Tree of Kindness artwork, see photograph below. In PSHE the children learnt about puberty
and the changes that happen to boys and girls as they grow. We discussed the importance of looking after
ourselves, maintaining good hygiene and understanding how our bodies change. The children also learnt about
the PANTSrule, helping them to understand personal safety and trusted adults in an age-appropriate way. The
children continue to explore our history topic, Groovy Greeks. The children explored the Ancient Greek gods
and goddesses, discovered what Greek soldiers wore in battle, learnt about important Ancient Greek inventions
and discoveries, and enjoyed listening to Greek myths. In English, we continued exploring Greek mythology
through a range of engaging texts, including The Corinthian Gir] Odysseus and stories linked to the Olympic
Games. The children enjoyed developing their reading, writing and discussion skills; sequencing the story and writing
sentences to describe pictures from the story. We discussed fiction and nonfiction and discussed characters feelings.
In Mathematics, we revisited multiplication and division using repeated addition and subtraction, arrays and sharing
equally. The children also developed their understanding of position and direction, using positional language to
describe where objects are located and following directions. In Science, our focus was on Animals Including Humans,
with particular attention given to the heart and circulatory system. The children learnt where the heart is located, how
blood is pumped around the body, and identified the main parts of the human circulatory system, including the heart,
blood vessels and blood. They particularly enjoyed taking part in practical investigations, carrying out different forms
of exercise to observe the impact physical activity has on heart rate. One of the highlights of the term was Sports Day.
The children took part in a variety of sporting challenges. It was wonderful to see everyone trying their best and
celebrating each other's achievements. We also enjoyed taking part in International Week, where we learnt about
France, explored the excitement of the World Cup and had great fun participating in a drumming workshop. To round
off the term, the children confidently performed 'The Frog Song' in the St Nick's Got Talent show. They sang with
enthusiasm and should be incredibly proud of their fantastic performance. It has been an absolute pleasure teaching
Willow Class this year. | am so proud of everything the children have accomplished. Thank you once again for your
ongoing support throughout the year. Hope you all have a wonderful summer break!




\n

St Nicholas School Newsletter H

o

StNicholas

School

Oak Class: We continued learning about our topic ‘Groovy Greeks’; we learned about the gods and goddesses
worshipped by the Ancient Greeks, their beliefs about the gods who lived in Mount Olympus, in a palace in the
clouds; gods could send storms if they were angry and decide who was victorious in wars. We learned about
Zeus, the king of the gods and matched the gods/ goddesses to what they were known for. We also learned
about the Ancient Greeks’ famous battle; looking at clothing, footwear, weapons and formation. We also
learned about the first Olympic games in Olympia. In English, our focus texts were ‘Odysseus’ and ‘The
Corinthian girl’. We answered questions based on these texts, described the characters, sequenced events
and used colourful semantics about events in our texts. In mathematics, we revisited the two basic
mathematical concepts -multiplication and division using groupings, fair sharing and arrays. We also learned
about time, days of the week and sequencing day and night activities. We also learned about data collection,
tally charts and their interpretation. In science, we learned about our hearts, its location in our bodies. We
learned about it being an essential organ and its function. We identified and named the main parts of the
human circulatory system. This term has been a very busy term. In addition to our learning, we have engaged in
a few activities such as the International week, when we learning about the beautiful country of Turkiye; Art
week, when we engaged in Samba drumming which was really fun; Sports day, when we had some of our
family members join us as we engaged in our fun sport activities; Picnic Day, when our families joined us to

enjoy the sunshine and some food; and St Nick’s got Talent, where we sang our favourite song of the year
‘African Countries’.
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Challenge

Our challenge pathway is our Formal Pathway. Here the children have more independent methods of
communication. Children work in small groups, paired work or independently. They continue to work on social and
independent skills.

Squirrel: This term in English, we enjoyed reading Hercules and The Corinthian girl. The children completed a range of writing
activities including diary entries, descriptions, comprehension tasks and sequencing events from the stories. In Maths, we revisited
the four operations and practised addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. In History, we continued learning about the
Ancient Greeks. We explored Greek gods, Greek homes and toys, and compared them to we have today. We also learned about the
Olympics and their links to Ancient Greece. In science we learned about exercise and the body, including how exercise helps to
keep us healthy, the importance of muscles, the heart and the skeleton and how exercise can affect our pulse rate. We had a fun
and busy term with lots of exciting activities, including Sports day, Art week and our trip to Beddington Park and the children have
worked incredibly hard throughout.

Hedgehog: It has been an exciting half-term for Hedgehog class, with everyone continuing to enjoy our topic of, ‘Rumbling World’.
All the children have worked really hard over the year in all their learning and have achieved so much. In literacy we have been
reading the stories of, ‘Cave Baby’, ‘Stone Age Boy’, and ‘Esme’s rock’, and looking at sequencing and retelling stories we have
listened to. We have focused on ensuring we use capital letters at the beginning of the sentence and a full stop at the end, and
using time language to help use write about what happened in each part of the stories. In maths we started to look at
multiplication as repeated addition and recapping sharing into groups and counting how many groups we made. Combining with
Computing we have also explored directional and positional language by designing our own algorithms to help move a sprite
around the iPad screen, and giving and receiving directions from a friend to move through an obstacle course or create a Lego
model. In science we have investigated rocks, by sorting and categorising them by their texture and description and then exploring
how the weather slowly erodes them. We looked closely at what makes up the soil beneath our feet, completing an experiment of
adding water to the soil and then shaking it and letting it settle to see what sediment layers formed in the process. In Geography
we have studied the ‘Stone Age’, linking it with our literacy story books. We looked at how stone age people lived, making our own
stone age mud huts, and dressing up in pretend fur and using a stone axe to experience what it was like as a stone age person.
Hedgehogs particularly enjoyed exploring cave paintings, making our own handprints and drawing our own stick person pictures of
different hunting and animal scenes To top of the whole topic we took a trip to London to the Natural History Musuem, travelling
together by bus and having lunch out in the Museum. We got to see how volcanoes are formed and touched some real magma that
had cooled down many years ago. The children loved using the different interactive displays, seeing how earth quakes happen from

the build up of pressure and even standing in a pretend shop and feeling the floor tremble like a real earth quake. To celebrate
finishing the year we had a fantastic Sports Day where everyone joined in with the races and had a wonderful time. We
also invited all our families to join us for a picnic where we enjoyed eating together in the shade of the large trees and enjoyed the
sunshine playing with our friends on the trim trail. A big thank you to everyone for your support of the children over the year they
have done so well!
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Meadow: It has been another busy and exciting half term, with the children continuing to work incredibly hard while
enjoying lots of memorable experiences. One of the highlights was our Sports Day, where the class showed fantastic
determination, resilience and team spirit. We also celebrated International Week, learning about the beautiful country of
Colombia, and enjoyed spending our final few weeks together reflecting on another successful school year. To celebrate
the end of the school year, we invited families to join us for a picnic. We were incredibly lucky with the weather, and it was
lovely to see the children enjoying time with their families and friends in the sunshine. There was plenty of laughter,
chatting and relaxing, making it a really special afternoon. Thank you to everyone who came along and helped make it such
a lovely way to finish the year. In English, the children continued developing their writing skills by writing for different
purposes. They practised composing sentences using the correct punctuation, expanded their vocabulary and worked on
writing dialogue and letters. Alongside this, the class continued to develop their reading comprehension skills by answering
guestions about a range of different texts and using evidence to support their answers. The children also worked hard on
improving their spelling and editing their own writing, becoming increasingly confident in spotting and correcting their
mistakes independently. In maths, the class explored statistics by learning how to collect, record and interpret data. They
revised tally marks before learning how to organise information using tally charts. The children enjoyed carrying out their
own surveys, recording their findings accurately and presenting their data by answering questions about the information
they had collected. They also continued to apply their mathematical skills through practical problem-solving activities and
games. In RSE, the children completed our Growing and Changing unit with great maturity and respect. They learned about
the physical and emotional changes that happen during puberty, including changes to the body, emotions and personal
hygiene. They also used the correct scientific vocabulary to name male and female body parts and discussed the
importance of keeping themselves clean and healthy. The children approached each lesson with sensitivity, asked
thoughtful questions and showed excellent respect towards one another throughout the topic. In history, we continued our
fascinating journey through Ancient Greece. The children explored Greek religion and discovered how it influenced
everyday life. They compared homes and toys from Ancient Greece with those of today and explored the roots of our
language by learning about the Greek alphabet. One of the children's favourite activities was learning how to write their
own names using ancient Greek letters. It has been wonderful to see their curiosity grow as they discovered how Ancient
Greece continues to influence our lives today. In art, the children explored the themes of curiosity and kindness by creating
a colourful class poster inspired by the famous artist Keith Haring. They also became photographers, using iPads to capture
places around the school that make them feel happy or remind them of special memories. To finish the year, the children
have been creating fantastic self-portraits inspired by Pablo Picasso's Cubist style, producing some wonderfully imaginative
artwork. As another wonderful school year comes to an end, | would like to say how incredibly proud | am of every single
child in Meadow Class. They have all made fantastic progress, worked hard, supported one another and created many
happy memories together. It has been a pleasure watching them grow in confidence, independence and resilience
throughout the vear. Have a fantastic summer!
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Valley: We can’t believe our year together is over!

We have had a fantastic last term together, with so much going on. We have continued learning about Ancient
Greece and some of the sports they took part in at the Olympics. In maths we were practicing times tables and
division facts and we have been adding adjectives and connectives like “and” and “because” to sentences in our
grammar lessons. In computing we have learned how to send emails to each other which has been lots of fun. The
children have also been very mature and sensible when learning about puberty and body changes in RSE lessons.

We have been having lots of chats about secondary school, and the children have been attending regular small
group sessions with the therapy team to help them with their transition to secondary school. We have enjoyed
talking about our memories from our time at St Nicholas and looking through our old art work to see how much we
have done!

We enjoyed learning about England for International Week and we learned how to make cups of tea and then had a
very civilised tea party together — how wonderful! We also really enjoyed a Samba Drumming workshop during art
week.

The last few weeks have been very busy with Sports Day, our family picnic, our Activity Week, filled with lots of fun
activities, trips and the Year 6 sleepover! Since then, we have been rehearsing for St Nicks’ Got Talent (we
performed Pete the Cat again) and our Leaver’s Assembly and have been busy starring in our own music video for
part of the assembly.

We are so sad that the year has come to an end, but we hold lots of lovely memories from this year and particularly
from the last few weeks. We hope to see all the families one last time at Leavers Assembly but in case we miss you,
here’s wishing you and your child a wonderful summer holiday and the smoothest of transitions to secondary
school. They have worked hard and done so well, we are so proud of them and will miss them all so much!!
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Lake: As the school year draws to a close, it is hard not to reflect on all of the amazing things that Lake class have
taken part in as well as all of their fantastic achievements! They have made the most of their final year at St
Nicholas School and have taken part in everything with great enthusiasm and positivity! The most exciting part of
the Summer term has without a doubt been activities week! They loved seeing the different animals at Godstone
Farm and Tilgate zoo. They particularly enjoyed meeting a tortoise and feeling it’s shell! Drusillas was definitely
the favourite visit as they got to go on lots of fun rides such as the Cheetah and hippo ride! They also had water fun
on the days at school and took great joy in soaking each other as well as their teachers! Some of the children slept
over at school on the Friday night and were so exhausted from the week that after running around on the Trim trail
and watching a movie they slept right through the night!

Lake class did well at Sports day and tried hard in all the different activities, despite the sweltering heat!

Each of the children have made a memory book and have written about some of their favourite moments, as well
as drawing some fantastic pictures and having their picture taken with some of the staff that have worked with
them over the years.

We have been practising for the Leavers assembly and are excited to share this with their parents on the last day!
It’s fair to say there will be some tears as we say our Goodbyes! | could not be more proud of my lovely, energetic,
hard-working Lakers! They will be greatly missed




3 3

St Nicholas School Newsletter m a“
StNicholas
School

Year 6 Leavers

Year 6 Activity Week was such a fun-filled and busy week, and the children had such a lovely time! As well as some
fun days in school with pool parties, water fights and movie afternoons, we went to Godstone Farm, Tilgate Park,
Drusillas Park and then finished with a big event — the Year 6 Sleepover! Luckily, after such a busy week the children
and adults were exhausted, so everyone got some sleep and there were only a couple of snorers! Throughout the

week the children were so well behaved and had so many opportunities to have fun and make some lovely
memories of their time at St Nicholas with their friends.

Since returning from our trips, we have all been busy preparing for our Leavers Assembly which will have some
songs, videos and each child will be presented with their ‘leaving pack’ - it’s sure to be a wonderful celebration of

the children’s hard work and good times at St Nicholas — with a few tears and lots of smiles, we recommend you
bring tissues!
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Other News

Art Week: Art week was an amazing time, though the school was
closed for three days, it was extended to the following week. The
theme was ‘Curiosity and Kindness’.

All the classes embraced this and developed their creative
expression through various mediums. They explored different art
techniques and fostered an appreciation of art and artists. Take part
in different art projects linking them to artists of their choice.

We also had Samba Drumming Workshops for children in Key Stage
2 by Sam from Kinetikabloco. The children had so much fun at the
workshops learning how to play drums.

Sports Days: All the children have participated and shone during
their different sports days and showed great enthusiasm
throughout the activities. They demonstrated excellent
teamwork, encouraging and supporting one another while
following instructions carefully. Many children confidently
recognised and followed symbols to complete events
independently. It was wonderful to see the children's
confidence shine as parents and family members watched and
assisted the children proudly, celebrating their achievements
and the fantastic progress they have made. A big thank you too
to all the YEAR 5 & 6 helpers who showed great maturity and
worked so well in the very warm conditions
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St Nick’s Got Talent: On Friday 10" July we had a hugely successful ‘St. Nicks Has Talent’. This annual event is always
great fun, and it is wonderful to see the children growing in confidence each year as they take to the stage to

entertain each other! Every class performed, and we enjoyed various dances, some wonderful instrumental
performances, some stories and a comedy show.

' SQUIRREL

N VALLEY CLASS
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International Week: Another successful International Week! It was
wonderful to see our teachers' creativity shine as they made the
celebrations accessible to every child. From tasting new foods and

listening to diverse music to learning about different cultures, everyone
had a fantastic time exploring the world together.
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School Council: Our School Council has had a busy and exciting summer
term, making a real difference to our school community! One of our
biggest projects was meeting with our Site Manager, Bobby, to discuss
new seating options for the outdoor learning area. Bobby presented a
range of ideas, and our School Councillors carefully considered each one
before making an informed decision. They ensured that the seating chosen
would be accessible and inclusive, allowing all children across the school
to enjoy the space. Following the meeting, the School Council proudly
wrote a thank-you letter to Bobby, sharing their feedback and explaining
the reasons behind their choices. Bobby and our School Finance Manager
were delighted to receive such thoughtful and well-presented feedback,
demonstrating the children’s excellent teamwork, communication and
decision-making skills. We also celebrated the creation of our beautiful
whole-school mural. Every child’s handprint has been transformed into the
leaves of a magnificent tree, while the handprints of every member of
staff form the grass beneath. The mural symbolises how, together, we
help our children to grow, flourish and reach their full potential. It is a
wonderful reminder of our caring and supportive school community and
will be enjoyed by everyone for years to come. We are incredibly proud of
our School Council for their enthusiasm, leadership and commitment to
making our school an even better place for everyone.

Theatre visits: In the last 2 weeks, the children have also
been lucky enough to have 2 theatre companies visit to
perform for them. Firstly we had our annual summer visit
from M7M Productions who performed ‘Treasure Island’
for the children. We were also lucky enough to have
Image Theatre visit us following a successful application
for funding from the Happy Day’s Children’s Charity. They
performed Dr Doolittle for us. This was an interactive
experience where children learnt some of the songs to
sing and some of our children were also lucky enough to
perform in it. Lots of fun was had by all!
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Singing Hands: On Wednesday 15™ July, the
children at St Nicholas School were lucky to be
visited by Singing Hands and joined in a range
of songs. Singing Hands is a singing based
approach that uses Makaton and is designed
to support communication through music,
songs and games. Signed stories and songs can
be accessed through the blog on the main
website: Blog - Singing Hands



https://singinghands.co.uk/blog/
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Other News:

Thank you to everyone who took the time to complete our recent Parent Survey — your feedback is invaluable in
helping us continue to improve. We're delighted to share that the results were overwhelmingly positive, with many
wonderful reviews about our school community. A separate letter with more details will follow soon. Following our
Halal survey, we can confirm that the school will continue to use Halal meat in its menu, with a vegetarian option
also available for all pupils. Finally, we're thrilled to announce that St Nicholas School has been selected as a case
study by Smartbox, the company that makes GRID! Their advertising team has featured our school on their social
media channels and published a blog showcasing the hard work we've put into embedding GRID into our curriculum
and daily life. This recognition reflects the dedication of our entire school community in using assistive technology to

support communication and learning for all our pupils. Please click on the link to access their website: St Nicholas
School's journey with Grid - Smartbox

Creating a total
communication environment
at St Nicholas School with

As we approach the end of another fantastic year at St Nicholas School, | want to take a moment to thank you all for
your incredible support and positive engagement throughout the year. Your partnership with us makes such a difference
to our school community and to the progress and happiness of every child. | hope you all have a lovely summer holiday
filled with precious time together as families. Please stay safe, enjoy the break, and we look forward to welcoming
everyone back in September refreshed and ready for another exciting year ahead.

We look forward to welcoming the children on Thursday 3" September.
Many Thanks

Katie Goodwin

Head Teacher



https://thinksmartbox.com/news/st-nicholas-schools-journey-with-grid/?utm_source=ig&utm_medium=social&utm_content=link_in_bio&fbclid=PAZnRzaATC_y1wZG9mAmV4dG4DYWVtAjExAHNydGMGYXBwX2lkDzEyNDAyNDU3NDI4NzQxNAABpzVgVvnSF7DHgU1x0tqoL6zhDioj7ypjRWvTdKI_LYKHu3oaKCCEyBkyitAo_aem_3v1CfA-EGmPOJWbsmHCGcQ
https://thinksmartbox.com/news/st-nicholas-schools-journey-with-grid/?utm_source=ig&utm_medium=social&utm_content=link_in_bio&fbclid=PAZnRzaATC_y1wZG9mAmV4dG4DYWVtAjExAHNydGMGYXBwX2lkDzEyNDAyNDU3NDI4NzQxNAABpzVgVvnSF7DHgU1x0tqoL6zhDioj7ypjRWvTdKI_LYKHu3oaKCCEyBkyitAo_aem_3v1CfA-EGmPOJWbsmHCGcQ

